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ROMANIZATION OF UDMURT
BGN/PCGN 2011 System

The BGN/PCGN system for Udmurt is designed for use in romanizing names
written in the Udmurt Cyrillic alphabet. Udmurt (sometimes known as Votyak) is a member
of the Permian branch of the Finno-Ugric languages and is an official language alongside
Russian in the Russian Federation’s republic of Udmurtiya; it has existed in written form
since the late 18th Century, and first appeared in its present Cyrillic orthography in 1905.
The language has approximately 510,000 mother-tongue speakers, of whom 380,000
(roughly three-quarters) live within Udmurtiya. These 380,000 constitute approximately
one-quarter of the total population of Udmurtiya.

Udmurt Uﬁgg%:fﬁg?’ 7 Romanization
1.
2 b6 Fo b
3 Be Be \
4 I'r Iz g
5 An /) d
6. Ee Ee e, yeNote!
7 Eé Eé yo
8 K x K one zh
9. XK sk XKk dzh
10. 33 33 z
11. 3 3 33 j
12. Uu Hu i
13. N i ya i i
14, Wi Hii y




Udmurt italics/

Udmurt handwriting Romanization
15.
16. Jdn J n I
17. MM Mwm m
18. Hnu Hwu n
19. Oo Oo 0
20. (O)N] (o] 0
21 Mn IIn p
22. Pp Pp r
23. Cc Cc S
24, Tt Tm t
25. Yy Vy u
26. (OXi) D¢ f
217. X x Xx kh
28. I Ly ts
29. Jy Yy ch
30. g q 4 g tsh
31. T m T w sh
32. LI oy I w shch
33. b b ?
34. bl b1 bl w1 y
35. bs bo ’
36. Ck) Do e




0 d =
0 OImad allo
alnd 0
37. J{OR%) Ow yu
38. s Aa ya
NOTES

E should be romanized ‘ye’ word-initially, after a vowel, after 1, b, b, and after
the palatalizing consonants: 4, 3, /1, H, C and T. It should be romanized ‘e’
elsewhere.

In order to retain reversibility, where two consonant characters appear together
and the resulting romanization is equivalent to a Roman-script digraph occurring
in the system (i.e. gh, zh, tl, sh or ts), a medial dot may be employed between the
Roman-script consonants in order to distinguish these from the Roman-script
digraphs.

An inventory of letter-diacritic combinations, with their Unicode encoding, in
addition to the unmodified letters of the basic Roman script is:

All apostrophes appearing in romanization are U+2019
T (U+00CF) i (U+OOEF)
0 (U+00D6) 6 (U+00F6)

. The Romanization column shows only lowercase forms but, when romanizing,
uppercase and lowercase Roman letters as appropriate should be used.



