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Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request – 190213012
Thank you for your request in which you asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):  

I would like to know the number of times firearms were found in prisons in England and Wales in the past 10 years. By firearm I mean any gun, or barrelled weapon. 
I would like the information to be broken down on a month by month basis, with a summary of what was found and where.
Your request has been handled under the FOIA.
I can confirm the MoJ holds all of the information you have requested, and I have provided it attached. 
For the information on firearms found in prisons in England and Wales, the firearms are not always functioning.

Better intelligence and improved security are allowing staff to prevent contraband entering our prisons.

It is a priority of HMPPS to ensure prisons are places of safety and reform, including by removing the supply of drugs and weapons.  We have invested £3m to establish new national and regional intelligence units in HMPPS. These are working with prisons, probation and law enforcement partners to develop intelligence on offenders who present the greatest threat to prison security and are investing over £8m in local staff to increase intelligence analysis and searching capability in prisons. This will mean that searches are based on better information, and targeted to address identified risks and threats.

We already use body searches and metal-detecting technology in every prison across the estate. We are examining the effectiveness of different models of body-scanner and other new technology as well as how we can best use searching and dogs to detect more contraband and weapons entering prisons.

Prisons may deploy a range of measures as part of their local security strategies to detect all items of contraband within prisons and to prevent their importation into prisons.  Prisoners’ cells and other prison areas are subject to regular routine searches, in accordance with each prison’s searching strategy, and to intelligence-led searches.  In addition, passive and active search dogs are deployed to search persons entering prisons, goods and vehicles.
