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	February 2019


Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request – 190112008
Thank you for your request in which you asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):  
I would like to receive the following information for research I am carrying out. 

I would like to receive the yearly total of staff who worked in the listed prisons below in each of the years from 2006 to 2018, this can be the figures from the end of June in each of these year for each prison. As I am requesting the information for 18 prisons I would expect to receive 13 figures for each prison displaying the number of staff fitting to the years I have requested (13 years). As well as the staff numbers I would like (separately) the amount of suicides recorded in the listed prisons, in the years of 2005 to 2018 (13 years of figures per establishment). The prisons I would like this information for are the following:

HMP Birmingham

HMP Ashfield

HMP Forest Bank

HMP Altcourse

HMP Dovegate

HMP Doncaster

HMP Ford

HMP Hollesley Bay

HMP Kirkham

HMP Leyhill

HMP North Sea Camp

HMP Sudbury

HMP Belmarsh

HMP Channings Wood

HMP Dartmoor

HMP Rye Hill

HMP Gartree

HMP Full Sutton.

Please provide the information in the form of a spreadsheet with the prisons listed in the vertical column and the years along the horizontal. Please can this be sent as a PDF as I do no have Microsoft word. I understand I have sent two previous request so these separate PDF's can be sent to me along with these.

If it is not possible for this information to be given then I would appreciate any advice as to where I can find these figures.
Your request has been handled under the FOIA.
In relation to the part of your request about the yearly total of staff who worked in the prisons listed above, I can confirm that the MoJ holds the information that you have requested and I have provided it in the attached tables which show:
· HMPPS staff in post (full-time equivalent) for selected Public Sector Prisons, as at 30 June 2006 – 2018.

· The number of funded posts (operational and non-operational staff) for selected privately managed prisons, for January in each year.








In relation to the part of your request about suicides recorded in the specified prisons, I can confirm that the MoJ holds the information that you have requested. However, the information is exempt from disclosure under section 21 of the FOIA, because it is reasonably accessible to you. The information can be accessed via the following link which shows records of apparent self-inflicted deaths, broken down by individual prison since 1978 in England and Wales, see table 1.16: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/774884/safety-in-custody-deaths-dec-18.ods 
You may also find the document ‘Guide to Safety in Custody Statistics’ (available at https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/750588/safety-custody-statistics-2018-q2-guide.pdf) useful in interpreting these statistics, and I would in particular refer you to the material on the ‘system for classifying deaths’.  This makes clear that it is the responsibility of the coroner to determine the cause of death. HM Prison and Probation Service’s system for classifying deaths provides a provisional classification for administrative and statistical purposes.  The final classification is only determined at inquest.

Please note that the statistics refer to self-inflicted deaths, rather than suicides.  Self-inflicted deaths include any death of a person who has apparently taken his or her own life, irrespective of intent.  This includes not only suicides but also accidental deaths as a result of the person’s own actions.  This classification is used because it is not always known whether a person intended to take their own life.
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