
POLICING AND CRIME ACT 2017 
 COMMENCEMENT 

 

This table sets out the commencement dates of the provisions of the Act 
 

Section(s) Provision Commencement date 

Part 1: Emergency Services Collaboration 

Chapter 1: Collaboration agreements 

1-5 Collaboration agreements 
 

3 April 20171 

Chapter 2: Police and crime commissioners etc: fire and rescue functions 

6-7 Police and crime commissioners: 
fire and rescue functions 

3 April 20172 

8 Combined authority mayors: 
exercise of fire and rescue 
functions 

17 July 20173 (in so far 
as it is not already in 
force) 

Chapter 3: London Fire Commissioner 

9(1) and (2) 
 
9(3) 

The London Fire Commissioner 1 April 20184 
 
1 March 2018 (in part)5 
22 March 2018 (in part)6 
1 April 2018 (in part)7 

10 Transfer of property, rights and 
liabilities to the London Fire 
Commissioner 

1 March 20188 

Chapter 4: Inspection of fire and rescue services 

11(1)-(7) Inspection of fire and rescue 
services 

17 July 20179 (in so far 
as it is not already in 
force) 

12 Fire safety inspections 17 July 201710 

Part 2: Police Complaints, Discipline and Inspection 

Chapter 1:  
13–23 

Police complaints To be determined11 

24 Transfer of staff to local policing 
bodies 

18 July 201912 

Chapter 2:  Police super-complaints 16 April 2018 (in so far as 

                                                           
1 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 1 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 (SI 
2017/399) 
2 Ibid 
3 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 3 and Transitional and Saving Provisions) Regulations 
2017 (SI 2017/726) 
4 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 7) Regulations 2018 (SI 2018/227) 
5 Ibid 
6 Ibid 
7 Ibid 
8 Ibid 
9 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 3 and Transitional and Saving Provisions) Regulations 
2017 (SI 2017/726) 
10 Ibid 
11Provisions enabling the exercise of powers to make subordinate legislation or to issue codes of practice or 
guidance came into force on 31 January 2017 by virtue of section 183(5)(e) of the Act.   
12 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 9 and Transitional Provision) Regulations 2019 (SI 
2019/1141). 
 



25-27 it is not already in force)13 

Chapter 3:  
28 

Investigations by the IPCC: whistle-
blowing 

To be determined14 

29(1)-(7) 
 
 
29(8) 

Disciplinary proceedings: former 
members of police forces and 
former special constables 

15 December 201715 (in 
so far as it is not already 
in force) 
15 December 201716 (in 
part) 

30 Police barred list and police 
advisory list 

15 December 201717 (in 
so far as it is not already 
in force) 

31 Appeals to the Police Appeals 
Tribunals 

To be determined18 

32 Guidance concerning disciplinary 
proceedings and conduct etc 

31 January 201719 
3 April 2017 (in so far as 
it is not already in force)20 

Chapter 5: IPCC: Re-naming and organisational change 

33 Independent Office for Police 
Conduct 

3 April 2017 (in part)21 
17 July 2017 (in part)22 
8 January 2018 (in so far 
as it is not already in 
force)23 

34 Exercise of functions 8 January 2018 (with the 
exception of subsection 
(3))24 

35 Public records 8 January 201825 

Chapter 6:  
36-37 

Inspection 2 May 201726 

Part 3: Police workforce and representative institutions 

Chapter 1: Police workforce 

38-44 Police workforce 15 December 201727 

                                                           
13 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 8) Regulations 2018 (SI 2018/456) 
14 Provisions enabling the exercise of powers to make subordinate legislation or to issue codes of practice or 
guidance came into force on 31 January 2017 by virtue of section 183(5)(e) of the Act.   
15 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 5 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 (SI 
2017/1139) as amended by The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 5 and Transitional 
Provisions) (Amendment) Regulations 2017 (SI 2017/1162) 
16 Ibid 
17 Ibid  
18 Provisions enabling the exercise of powers to make subordinate legislation or to issue codes of practice or 
guidance came into force on 31 January 2017 by virtue of section 183(5)(e) of the Act.   
19 Provisions enabling the exercise of powers to make subordinate legislation or to issue codes of practice or 
guidance came into force on 31 January 2017 by virtue of section 183(5)(e) of the Act.   
20 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 1 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 
21Ibid   
22 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 3 and Transitional and Saving Provisions) Regulations 
2017 (SI 2017/726) 
23 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 6 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 (SI 
2017/1249) 
24 Ibid 
25 Ibid 
26 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 1 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 (SI 
2017/399) 



45 Further amendments consequential 
on section 38 etc 

3 April 2017 (in part)28 
15 December 201729 (in 
so far as it is not already 
in force) 

46 Removal of powers of police in 
England and Wales to appoint 
traffic wardens 

1 December 201830 

47 Power to make regulations about 
police ranks 

31 January 201731 

48 Section 47: consequential 
amendments 

To be determined 

Chapter 2: Representative institutions 

49-50 Duties of Police Federation for 
England and Wales 

3 April 201732 

51 Removal of references to ACPO 3 April 201733 

Part 4: Police powers 

Chapter 1: Pre-charge bail 

52-60 Release without bail or on bail  3 April 201734  

61 Bail before charge: conditions of 
bail etc 

3 April 201735 

62 Limit on period of bail under section 
30A of PACE 

3 April 201736 

63 Limit on period of bail without 
charge under Part 4 of PACE 

31 January 2017 (in 
part)37 
3 April 2017 (in so far as 
it is not already in force)38 

64 Section 63: consequential 
amendments 

3 April 201739 

65  Release under provisions of PACE: 
re-arrest 

3 April 201740 

66-67 Notification of decision not to 
prosecute 

3 April 201741 

68-69 Breach of pre-charge bail 
conditions relating to travel 

3 April 201742 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
27  The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 5 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 (SI 
2017/1139) as amended by The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 5 and Transitional 
Provisions) (Amendment) Regulations 2017 (SI 2017/1162) 
28 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 1 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 
29 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 5 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 (SI 
2017/1139) as amended by The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 5 and Transitional 
Provisions) (Amendment) Regulations 2017 (SI 2017/1162) 
30 Ibid 
31 By virtue of section 183(5)(e) of the Act 
32 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 1 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 
33 Ibid 
34 Ibid 
35 Ibid 
36 Ibid 
37 Provisions enabling the exercise of powers to make subordinate legislation or to issue codes of practice or 
guidance came into force on 31 January 2017 by virtue of section 183(5)(e) of the Act.   
38 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 1 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 
39 Ibid 
40 Ibid 
41 Ibid 
42 Ibid 



Chapter 2: 
70-71 

Retention of biometric material 3 April 201743 

Chapter 3: Powers under PACE: miscellaneous 

72-75, 77-79 Powers under PACE: 
Miscellaneous  

3 April 201744 

76 PACE: audio-recording 31 March 201745 

Chapter 4: 
80-83 

Powers under the Mental Health 
Act 1983 

11 December 201746  

Chapter 5:  
84-95 

Maritime enforcement: English and 
Welsh offences 

1 March 2018 (insofar as 
they are not already in 
force)47  

Chapter 6: 
96-106 

Maritime enforcement: Scottish 
offences 

1 March 2018 (insofar as 
they are not already in 
force)48 

Chapter 7:  
107-115 

Maritime enforcement: Northern 
Irish offences 

1 March 201849 

 

Chapter 8:  
116-119 

Cross-border enforcement 1 March 2018 (insofar as 
they are not already in 
force)50 

Chapter 9: Miscellaneous 

120 Powers to require removal of 
disguises – oral authorisations 

3 April 201751 

Part 5: Police and crime commissioners and police areas 

121 Term of office of deputy police and 
crime commissioners  

3 April 201752 

122 Eligibility of deputy police and crime 
commissioners for election 

3 April 201753 

123 Deputy Mayor for Policing and 
Crime as member of local authority 

1 April 201854 

124 Amendments to names of police 
areas 

31 January 2017 (in 
part)55 
3 April 2017 (insofar as it 
is not already in force)56 

Part 6: Firearms and pyrotechnic articles 

125 Firearms Act 1968: meaning of 31 January 2017 (in 

                                                           
43 Ibid 
44 Ibid 
45 By virtue of section 183(6)(a) of the Act. 
46 Provisions enabling the exercise of powers to make subordinate legislation or to issue codes of practice or 
guidance came into force on 31 January 2017 by virtue of section 183(5)(e) of the Act.  Otherwise commenced 
by the Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 4 and Saving Provisions) Regulations 2017 (SI 
2017/1017) 
47 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 7) Regulations 2018 (SI 2018/227) 
48 Ibid 
49 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 1) Order (Northern Ireland) 2018 (SR 2018/34) 
50 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 7) Regulations 2018 
51 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 1 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 
52 Ibid 
53 Ibid 
54 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 7) Regulations 2018 (SI 2018/227) 
55 Provisions enabling the exercise of powers to make subordinate legislation or to issue codes of practice or 
guidance came into force on 31 January 2017 by virtue of section 183(5)(e) of the Act.   
56 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 1 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 



“firearm” etc part)57 
2 May 2017 (insofar as it 
is not already in force)58 

126 Firearms Act 1968: meaning of 
“antique firearm” 

To be determined 

127 Possession of articles for 
conversion of imitation firearms 

2 May 201759 

128 Controls on defectively deactivated 
weapons 

2 May 201760 

129 Controls on ammunition which 
expands on impact 

2 May 201761 

130 Authorised lending and possession 
of firearms for hunting etc 

3 May 201762 

131 Limited extension of firearms 
certificates  

17 April 201863 

132 Applications under the Firearms 
Acts: fees 

31 January 2017 (in 
part)64 
18 July 2019 (insofar as it 
is not already in force)65 

133 Guidance to police officers in 
respect of firearms 

31 January 2017 (in 
part)66 
3 April 2017(in so far as it 
is not already in force)67 

134 Possession of pyrotechnic articles 
at musical events 

31 January 2017 (in 
part)68 
3 April 2017 (insofar as it 
is not already in force)69 

Part 7: Alcohol and late night refreshment 

135-140 Alcohol licensing 6 April 201770 

141 Cumulative impact assessments 6 April 201871  

142 Late night levy requirements To be determined 

Part 8: Financial sanctions 

143-156 Financial sanctions 31 January 2017 (in 
part)72 

                                                           
57 By virtue of section 183(6)(a) of the Act. 
58 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 1 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 
59 Ibid 
60 Ibid 
61 Ibid 
62 Ibid 
63 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 8) Regulations 2018 (SI 2018/456) 
64 Provisions enabling the exercise of powers to make subordinate legislation or to issue codes of practice or 
guidance came into force on 31 January 2017 by virtue of section 183(5)(e) of the Act.   
65The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 9 and Transitional Provision) Regulations 2019 (SI 
2019/1141). 
66 Provisions enabling the exercise of powers to make subordinate legislation or to issue codes of practice or 
guidance came into force on 31 January 2017 by virtue of section 183(5)(e) of the Act.   
67 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 1 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 
68 Provisions enabling the exercise of powers to make subordinate legislation or to issue codes of practice or 
guidance came into force on 31 January 2017 by virtue of section 183(5)(e) of the Act.   
69 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 1 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 
70 Ibid 
71 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 8) Regulations 2018 (SI 2018/456) 
72 Provisions enabling the exercise of powers to make subordinate legislation or to issue codes of practice or 
guidance came into force on 31 January 2017 by virtue of section 183(5)(e) of the Act. 



1 April 2017 (insofar as 
they are not already in 
force)73 

Part 9: Miscellaneous and general 

Chapter 1: Miscellaneous 

157-158 Police collaboration and NCA 
powers  

31 March 201774 

159-160 Requirements to confirm nationality To be determined 

161 Pilot schemes  31 January 201775 

162 Requirement to give information in 
criminal proceedings 

13 November 201776 

163 Powers to seize etc invalid travel 
documents  

3 April 201777 

164, 165 and 167 Posthumous pardons for convictions 
etc of certain abolished offences: 
England and Wales 

31 January 201778 

166 Power to provide for disregards and 
pardons for additional abolished 
offences: England and Wales  

31 January 201779 

168-170 and 172 Posthumous pardons for convictions 
etc of certain abolished offences: 
Northern Ireland 

28 June 201880 

171 Power to provide for disregards and 
pardons for additional abolished 
offences: Northern Ireland 

31 January 201781 

173 Anonymity of victims of forced 
marriage: England and Wales 

31 March 201782 

174 Anonymity of victims of forced 
marriage: Northern Ireland 

31 March 201783 

175 Sentences for offences of putting 
people in fear of violence etc 

3 April 201784 

176 Child sexual exploitation: streaming 
indecent images  

31 March 201785 

177 Licensing functions under taxi and 
PHV legislation: protection of 
children and vulnerable adults 

31 January 2017 (in 
part)86  
3 April 2017 (insofar as it 
is not already in force)87 

178 Coroners’ investigations into deaths: 3 April 201788 

                                                           
73 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 2) Regulations 2017 (SI 2017/482) 
74 By virtue of section 183(6)(b) and (c) of the Act. 
75 By virtue of section 183(5)(e) of the Act. 
76 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 4 and Saving Provisions) Regulations 2017 
77 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 1 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 
78 By virtue of section 183(5)(b) of the Act. 
79 By virtue of section 183(5)(e) of the Act. 
80 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No.2) Order (Northern Ireland) 2018 (SR 2018/128) 
81 By virtue of section 183(5)(e) of the Act. 
82 By virtue of section 183(6)(d) of the Act. 
83 By virtue of section 183(6)(d) of the Act. 
84 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 1 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 
85 By virtue of section 183(6)(e) of the Act. 
86Provisions enabling the exercise of powers to make subordinate legislation or to issue codes of practice or 
guidance came into force on 31 January 2017 by virtue of section 183(5)(e) of the Act.   
87 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 1 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 



meaning of “state detention” 

179 Powers of litter authorities in 
Scotland 

31 January 201789 

Chapter 2: General 

180 Consequential amendments, 
repeals and revocations 

31 January 201790 

181 Financial provision 31 January 201791 

182 Extent 31 January 201792 

183 Commencement 31 January 201793 

184 Short title 31 January 201794 

Schedules 
 

Schedule Provision Commencement date 

1  Provision for police and crime 
commissioner to be fire and 
rescue authority  

31 January 2017 (in part)95 
3 April 2017 (in so far as it is 
not already in force)96 

2 The London Fire Commissioner 1 March 2018 (in part)97 
22 March 2018 (in part)98 
1 April 2018 (in part)99 

3 Schedule to be inserted as 
Schedule A3 to the Fire and 
Rescue Services Act 2004 

17 July 2017100 

4 Amendments consequential on 
the amended definition of police 
complaint 

To be determined 

5 Complaints, conduct matters and 
DSI matters: procedure 

To be determined101 

6 Schedule to be inserted as 
Schedule 3A to the Police 
Reform Act 2002 

To be determined102 

7, paragraphs 1-5 Disciplinary proceedings: former 
members of MoD Police 

15 December 2017 (in so far 
as it is not already in force)103 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
88 Ibid 
89 By virtue of section 183(5)(c) of the Act. 
90 By virtue of section 183(5)(d) of the Act. 
91 Ibid 
92 Ibid 
93 Ibid 
94 ibid 
95 Provisions enabling the exercise of powers to make subordinate legislation or to issue codes of practice or 
guidance came into force on 31 January 2017 by virtue of section 183(5)(e) of the Act.   
96 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 1 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 
97 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 7) Regulations 2018 (SI 2018/227) 
98 Ibid 
99 Ibid 
100 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 3 and Transitional and Saving Provisions) Regulations 
2017 (SI 2017/726) 
101 Provisions enabling the exercise of powers to make subordinate legislation or to issue codes of practice or 
guidance came into force on 31 January 2017 by virtue of section 183(5)(e) of the Act.   
102 Ibid 



7, paragraphs 6-14 Disciplinary proceedings: former 
members of British Transport 
Police and Civil Nuclear 
Constabulary 

To be determined104 

8 Part to be inserted as Part 4A of 
the Police Act 1996 

15 December 2017 (in so far 
as it is not already in force)105 

9 Independent Office for Police 
Conduct 

3 April 2017 (in part)106 
17 July 2017 (in part)107 
8 January 2018108 

10 Schedule to be inserted as 
Schedule 3B to the Police 
Reform Act 2002 

15 December 2017109 

11 Schedule to be inserted as 
Schedule 3C to the Police 
Reform Act 2002 

15 December 2017110 

12 – Parts 1 & 2 Powers of civilian staff and 
volunteers: further amendments 

15 December 2017111 

12 – Part 3  Minor correcting amendment to 
Police Reform Act 2002 re 
definition of anti-social behaviour  

3 April 2017112 

13 Abolition of office of traffic 
warden 

1 December 2018113 

14 Removal of references to ACPO 3 April 2017 (except for 
reference in paragraph 7(e) 
to section 45(3)(f) of the 
Police Reform act 2002)114 

15 Schedule to be inserted as 
Schedule 7A to the Criminal 
Justice and Public Order Act 
1994 

1 March 2018115 

16 Schedule to be inserted as 1 March 2018116 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
103 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 5 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 (SI 
2017/1139) as amended by The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 5 and Transitional 
Provisions) (Amendment) Regulations 2017 (SI 2017/1162) 
104 Provisions enabling the exercise of powers to make subordinate legislation or to issue codes of practice or 
guidance came into force on 31 January 2017 by virtue of section 183(5)(e) of the Act.   
105 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 5 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 (SI 
2017/1139) as amended by The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 5 and Transitional 
Provisions) (Amendment) Regulations 2017 (SI 2017/1162) 
106 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 1 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 
107 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 3 and Transitional and Saving Provisions) Regulations 
2017 (SI 2017/726) 
108 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 6 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 (SI 
2017/1249) 
109  The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 5 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 (SI 
2017/1139) as amended by The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 5 and Transitional 
Provisions) (Amendment) Regulations 2017 (SI 2017/1162) 
110 Ibid 
111 Ibid 
112 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 1 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 
113 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 5 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 (SI 
2017/1139) 
114 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 1 and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2017 
115 The Policing and Crime Act 2017 (Commencement No. 7) Regulations 2018 (SI 2018/227) 
116 Ibid 



Schedule 7B to the Criminal 
Justice and Public Order Act 
1994 

17 Cross-border enforcement: 
minor and consequential 
amendments 

1 March 2018117 

18 Late night levy requirements To be determined 

19 Amendments where NCA is 
party to police collaboration 
agreement 

31 March 2017118 

 
 

                                                           
117 Ibid 
118 By virtue of section 183(6)(b) of the Act. 


