
Is site potentially affected by 
contamination and could 
development result in 
unacceptable risks? 

I 
Yes 

i 
Local planning authority 
requires applicant to carry 
out risk assessment to 
identify and assess the 
sources, pathways and 
receptors (pollutant 
linkages). Does the report of 
a desk study and site 
reconnaissance (walk-over) 
demonstrate that the risk 
from contamination is 
acceptable? 

No 

i 
Applicant to carry out further 
site investigations and risk 
assessment before the 
application is determined. 
Does the report demonstrate 
that the risks are acceptable 
or the remediation proposed 
will make the risks 
acceptable? 

i 
If amending 

proposal 
I 
I 

No 

• 

Consider how proposal could 
be made acceptable or, 
where not practicable, 
consider whether planning 
permission should be 
refused. 

>--Yes-+1 

>--Yes---+1 

Proceed to 
decision 

Proceed to 
decision subject 
to condition 
requiring halting 
of development if 
unexpected 
contamination is 
found 

Proceed to 
decision, subject 
to appropriate 
conditions/ 
planning 
obligation) 


