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Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request – 181220011
Thank you for your email received on 20 December 2018 in which you refined your request and asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):  

I'm a little confused as I thought I had refined my request? I would simply like to make the same request for a list of all of the items confiscated from prisoners at each of these jails, but for each calendar year since October 2015, rather than 2013. This is in line with your suggestion.

Again, where possible, I would like the lists broken down by individual prison. Do let me know if you can proceed on this basis.

Your original request is as stated below:

Dear Ministry of Justice, I would like to make the following request under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. The MoJ has set out 10 prisons as part of its "10 Prisons Project" which have acute problems. For the avoidance of doubt, they are the following: Leeds, Hull, Humber, Lindholme, Moorland, Wealstun, Nottingham, Ranby, Isis, Wormwood Scrubs. 

I would like a list of all of the items confiscated from prisoners at each of these jails, for each calendar year since 2013. Clearly the calendar year 2018 has not yet finished, so for this year I would like the most complete data set available. Where possible, I would like the lists of items from each jail separately. 

If cost limits are breached by the scale of this request, I would like the data for the same 10 prisons, but shortened to include the most recent years, dating backwards from 2018, until the statutory cost limits are reached.
Your email has been handled as a request under the FOIA. 
I can confirm MoJ holds the information you have requested and have provided in the attached excel table for all the prisons listed covering the period from 1st October 2015 to 31 March 2018.
However, for the period after March 2018, we are not obliged to provide information if there are prohibitions on disclosure ‘by or under any enactment’ (Section 44(1)(a) of the FOIA). For this period, the information requested is prohibited by the Statistics and Registration Services Act 2007 and the Pre-release Access to Official Statistics Order 2008. 
The information from April to December 2018 is the subset of our 2018/19 release in contraband finds data held in its final form which we routinely publish and is intended for release on the 25 July 2019 within the chapter 9 tables at a link similar to the latest Digest publication link below: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/annual-hm-prison-and-probation-service-digest-2017-to-2018
As such we are required to consider this part of your request in a manner compliant with the Pre-release Access to Official Statistics Order 2008 further to Sections 11 and 13 of the Statistics and Registration Service (SRS) Act 2007. 
The MoJ is obliged under section 13 of the SRS Act to continue to comply with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics (the Code) for National Statistics. Section 11(3) of the SRS Act regards the Pre-Release Access to Official Statistics Order as being included in the Code. Protocol 2 of the Code reflects the requirements of the Pre-Release Access to Statistics Order. Specifically, it requires producers of official statistics to ensure that no indication of the substance of a statistical report is made public, or given to the media or any other party not recorded as eligible for access prior to publication. I can confirm that the MoJ does publish the data on contraband finds as part of National Statistics. Therefore, to now disclose its sub-set as part of your FOI request would violate the provisions of Section 13 of the SRS Act and the Pre-Release Access Order to Official Statistics 2008 and as such engages the exemption under section 44(1)(a) of the FOIA.
Section 44 is an absolute exemption, which means that we do not have to consider whether or not it would be in the public interest for you to have the information.
Please note that the referral to firearms in this case were items that were crude representations of a firearm, they were metal tubes and stuck together in a rudimentary fashion. There was no threat to endanger life and there was no mechanical aspect to these items. 
The 10 Prisons Project is supporting 10 of our most challenging prisons to be the best that they can be, providing consistency in delivery and learning lessons to replicate elsewhere. We are investing £10 million in staff, training and technology to tackle the supply and demand for drugs, and to improve decency and safety. We are investing in body scanners, drug-detection dogs and other measures to improve internal and perimeter security, which will limit prisoners’ ability to access contraband.

The number of finds of illicit items reflects not only the number of attempts to convey such items but also our success in finding them. We have recently invested an additional £7 million in modern technology, including extending the use of phone blocking, and will be extending the use of x-ray scanners more widely across the prison estate to detect internally concealed contraband, such as drugs or mobile phones. 
In addition, we recognise the need to recruit and retain staff to keep our prisons secure. We have invested significantly in increasing staff numbers, recruiting an additional 4,364 FTE prison officers between October 2016 and September 2018, surpassing our original target of 2,500. 
We are also working with the police to catch and convict criminals using drones to smuggle contraband into prisons. To date, there have been at least 45 convictions related to drone activity with those sentenced serving a total of more than 140 years in prison. HMPPS have also established new national and regional intelligence units. These are working with prisons, probation and law enforcement partners to develop intelligence on offenders who present the greatest threat to prison security, including those involved in the supply of contraband. 
2

