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	January 2019


Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request – 181221005
You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):  

This request relates to the following offences under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971: i. Possession of cannabis ii. Possession of cannabis with intent to supply iii. Supply of cannabis iv. Cultivation of cannabis. For each of these offences, separately, please supply the following data for 2016/17. 

•
The total number of prosecutions brought against individuals aged 18+ 

•
The total number of prosecutions brought against individuals aged under 18 

•
The total number of convictions secured of individuals aged 18+ 

•
The total number of convictions secured of individuals aged under 18

Please can this data be broken down by gender, ethnicity and age.

When breaking the data down by age, please can individual years be provided. If providing data for individual years results in the request exceeding the FOI cost threshold, please can existing age brackets be used.

I understand that under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act I am entitled to a response within 20 working days of your receipt of this request. Some parts of the request may be easier to answer than others. Should this be the case, please release information as soon as possible.

If my request is denied in whole or in part, I ask that you justify all deletions by reference to specific exemptions of the act. I will also expect you to release all non-exempt material. I reserve the right to appeal your decision to withhold any information or to charge excessive fees.

I would prefer to receive the information electronically in a in .xls spreadsheet file.

If you require any clarification, please contact me under your section 16 duty to provide advice and assistance if you find any aspect of this FOI request problematic.

Please acknowledge receipt of this request, and I look forward to receiving the information in the near future.

And

This request relates to the following offences under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971: i. Possession ii. Possession with intent to supply iii. Supply iv. Cultivation/Production. For each of these offences, separately, please supply the following data for the years 2012/13, 2013/14, 2014/15, 2015/16 and 2016/17. 

•
The total number of prosecutions brought against individuals aged 18+ 

•
The total number of prosecutions brought against individuals aged under 18 

•
The total number of convictions secured of individuals aged 18+ 

•
The total number of convictions secured of individuals aged under 18

Please can this data be broken down by all substances. If breaking the data down by all substances results in the request exceeding the FOI cost threshold, please this can be left out.

When breaking the data down by age for individuals aged under 18, please can individual years be provided. If providing data for individual years results in the request exceeding the FOI cost threshold, please can existing age brackets be used.

I understand that under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act I am entitled to a response within 20 working days of your receipt of this request. Some parts of the request may be easier to answer than others. Should this be the case, please release information as soon as possible.

If my request is denied in whole or in part, I ask that you justify all deletions by reference to specific exemptions of the act. I will also expect you to release all non-exempt material. I reserve the right to appeal your decision to withhold any information or to charge excessive fees.

I would prefer to receive the information electronically in a in .xls spreadsheet file.

If you require any clarification, please contact me under your section 16 duty to provide advice and assistance if you find any aspect of this FOI request problematic.

Please acknowledge receipt of this request, and I look forward to receiving the information in the near future.

Your requests have been handled under the FOIA, and have been aggregated into one request.

I can confirm that the MoJ holds the information that you have requested and I have provided it in the Excel spreadsheet/pivot table in the attached annex.  The information specifically concerning cannabis can be found by selecting these offences in the pivot table, along with the 2016/17 financial year specifically.
To obtain the number of prosecutions, select magistrates’ courts from the ‘court type’ drop down box.  The number of convictions is available by selecting ‘guilty’ from the relevant drop down box too.
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