No:  .............
HEALTH CERTIFICATE FOR FRESH MEAT OF BOVINE ORIGIN FOR EXPORT TO COUNTRIES OTHER THAN MEMBER STATES OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE CERTIFYING OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN


This certificate may be signed by a Local Veterinary Inspector, appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, The Scottish Executive Environment and Rural Affairs Department or the National Assembly for Wales, who is on the appropriate panel for export purposes. LVIs should fix the LVI stamp to the certificate in the normal manner.

1.
These Notes should be read in conjunction with LVI Chapter Number 22T and/or 22W as appropriate. The certificate may not be signed unless the certifying veterinary surgeon is appointed to LVI panel 7(a), 8 or 9(a) and is fully conversant with these instructions. 

2.
Products exported with this certificate must travel in a means of transport, which is sealed with an official seal such that no product may be added or removed without breaking that seal.  The consignment must be loaded under official supervision.  The official veterinarian must attend to check the consignment and must ensure that the seal number is correctly recorded at paragraph I(h).

3.
Paragraph II(a) must show the addresses and veterinary approval numbers of foreign establishments from which the bovine meat used was despatched to the United Kingdom.

4.
Paragraph II(b) should be completed to show all UK establishments involved in any form of packaging, presenting, labelling or wrapping, storing or loading for transport of products included in the consignment.

5.
Paragraph III(a) must be completed to show the premises of despatch.  This will duplicate the final premises recorded in Paragraph II(b).  The location recorded above the signature of the official veterinarian will also be these premises.

6.
The health attestation at Paragraph IV provides an assurance that the products certified were produced in accordance with Council Decision 98/256/EC and meet the relevant requirements of Articles 6,7 and 9 to 13 of that Decision. The key requirements for exports are as follows:

· UK origin export-eligible goods (fresh meat, minced meat, meat preparations, meat products and food destined for domestic carnivores) may only be derived from eligible animals slaughtered in a DBES (or ECHS) approved slaughter house; and 

· UK origin export-eligible goods must be deboned and any adherent tissues including obvious lymphatic and nervous tissues removed prior to export, unless derived from an animal aged more than 9 months, in which case the carcase does not need to be deboned or have the adherent tissues removed;

· any subsequent “preparations”, including storage, involving  UK origin export-eligible goods must take place in XAPD  establishments approved by the competent authority separately or at different times from export-ineligible goods; 

· cold storage of unpackaged export-eligible goods must take place in chambers which are not used for storing any export-ineligible goods and are locked and sealed, and under official control; however, fully packaged and labelled export-eligible goods may be stored in the same chamber as fully packaged export-ineligible goods provided there is clear (spatial) and effective separation between them; 

· “preparations” involving non-UK origin export-eligible goods may take place in either XAP or XAPD establishments approved by the competent authority;

· any “preparations” involving export-eligible goods in a XAP and XAPD establishment must be undertaken separately or at different times from export-ineligible goods;

· all approved establishments (XAP and XAPD) should be under official veterinary supervision and control; with

· a system of tracing the raw material which will guarantee the origin of the material throughout “preparation”; and

· controls to permit reconciliation and cross-checking of incoming and outgoing goods;

· export eligible goods (of both UK and non-UK origin) must be “prepared” under official supervision;

· additional marks and, if appropriate, serially numbered labels must be applied to export-eligible goods (except food destined for domestic carnivores) prior to despatch from the approved establishments and this must be under official control;

· all export eligible goods must be transported, both internally and for export, in an officially sealed means of transport and accompanied by a veterinary certificate signed by an official veterinarian which states that the goods were produced in accordance with Council Decision 98/256/EC, as amended;

· in the case of cut meat, any health marks must not be removed unless unavoidable during cutting;

· for exports to or via a Member State, an ANIMO message must be sent by the Local Veterinary Unit (LVU) of despatch to the LVU of destination in the Member State, or exit from the European Union, as appropriate.

7.
The attestation at paragraph IV relating to Council Decision 98/256/EC may be certified in respect of meat which has been stored in the UK, without any manipulation or processing, on the basis that production outside the UK meets the requirements of the Decision and the veterinary surgeon’s knowledge that storage in the UK and the application of the additional mark prior to export were in accordance with the requirements of the Decision.

8.
If any consignment is despatched to a third country via one or more Member States, the appropriate intra-Community trade certificate will be issued for the Member State from which the consignment will leave the European Union.  In this case the intra-Community certificate will show the border crossing point of exit from the EU as the consignee in that member State.  This certificate will be supplied to you with the ANIMO trigger document 2816EHC.  This document must be completed at the time the certificates are issued and sent to your Local Divisional Veterinary Manager immediately by fax so that the required ANIMO message may be sent to the Member State to which the products are consigned.

9.
A copy of the completed certificate should be returned to the local Divisional Veterinary Manager on the day of issue.
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