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ROMANIZATION OF ABKHAZ
BGN/PCGN 2011 System

The BGN/PCGN system for Abkhaz is designed for use in romanizing names
written in the Abkhaz Cyrillic alphabet. Abkhaz is a consonant-rich north-western
Caucasian language and has been written in a modified Cyrillic script since 1954. Given the
language’s phonological complexity, Abkhaz letters have been addressed in the
romanizations below as per their articulation, rather than necessarily reflecting their
orthography or the BGN/PCGN romanization of Russian Cyrillic. Certain characters are
written followed by b or 9, usually denoting palatalization and labialization respectively, and
these digraphs are also included in the tabulation below, the palatal consonants being
marked with /y/ in the romanization (note that characters 14, 57 and 62 are not palatal) and
labialized consonants being marked with /w/. Retroflex consonants are marked with an
underline in the romanization whilst the apostrophe in the romanizations below denotes
the glottal form of the consonants.

Abkhaz
Abkhaz italics/ Romanization
handwriting
1
2 b o ko b
3 BB Be s
4 I'r I g
5 I's 1B Ivab aQy
6 I'aro I 20 gw
! 55 b5 gh
8 Be 5b b 5o ghy
9 Bo o b » ghw
10 On o d
11 o mo 1o 02 dw
12 Ee Ee e
13 X ox K one zh
14 Kb xb Kb oico zh
15 Ko xo K2 onco zhw
16 33 33 z




Abkhaz

Abkhaz italics/ Romanization
handwriting

18 30130 Jop dzw
19 Un Hu i
20 Kk Kx k’
21 Kb kb Kb ko ky’
22 Ko ko Ko xa kw’
23 Kk Kx k
24 Kb kb Kb ko ky
25 Ko ko Ko ko kw
26 Kk Kk q
27 Ks kp Ko ko ay’
28 Ko ko K ko qw’
29 Jdn Jn I
30 MM M m m
31 Hu Hnu n
32 Oo Oo 0
33 ITn IIn p’
34 Ibm Ihm P
35 Pp Pp r
36 Cc Cc S
37 Tr Tm t
38 To 10 To ma tw’
39 Tt Tt t
40 To 10 VER tw
41 Vy Vy u
42 [OXi) D f
43 Xx Xx X
44 Xb Xb Xo xb Xy
45 Xoxd Xo xo XW
46 X x Xx h




1. In order to retain reversibility, where two consonant characters appear together and the
resulting romanization is equivalent to a Roman-script digraph occurring in the system (i.e.
gh, zh, dz, sh or ts), a medial dot may be employed between the Roman-script consonants
(e.g. g-h) in order to distinguish these from the Roman-script digraphs.

2. Aninventory of letter-diacritic combinations, with their Unicode encoding, in addition to the

AbKNa
ADbKNha a Roma a
alnd 0
47 X9 X9 Xo xa hw
48 o Ly ts
49 1o mo 1o yo tsw
50 I In ts’
51 Tlo o Ib mp tsw’
52 Yy Yy ch
53 Yy qq ch’
54 Ce Ce ch
55 € e ch’
56 L 1 LI w sh
57 I s b ww sh
58 1o mro VIIERTE shw
59 bl b1 bl w1 y
60 Qe Qe yw
61 Tu Uy 3
62 II6 un Lo uv j
NOTES

unmodified letters of the basic Roman script is:
All apostrophes appearing in romanization are U+2019

ZH (U+005A+0048+035F)

zh (U+007A+0068+035F)

CH (U+0043+0048+035F)

ch (U+0063+0068+035F)

SH (U+0053+0048+035F)

sh (U+0073+0068+035F)

¥ (U+0178)

{ (U+OOFF)

¥ (U+0248)

} (U+0249)

3. The Romanization columns show only lowercase forms but, when romanizing, uppercase and

lowercase Roman letters as appropriate should be used.




