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UK Mission to the UN in New York
Programme Fund:

Call for Project Bids for Funding
The United Kingdom Mission to the United Nations in New York seeks project bids for funding under the UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office’s International Programme supporting the UK Government’s objectives at the UN. 

Bids will be accepted from civil society, including NGOs and think tanks, as well as from international organisations, including United Nations offices, agencies, funds and programmes. 
Funding will be available for projects across two themes (see below) running between 1 April 2019 and no later than 31 March 2020. 
Projects are expected to be 100% Official Development Assistance (ODA). Projects that are less than 100% ODA will be eligible for consideration if the implementer is able to identify co-funding to cover the non-ODA portion of the project. For more information about ODA eligibility, visit: http://www.oecd.org/dac/stats/officialdevelopmentassistancedefinitionandcoverage.htm 
The information below aims to provide an overview to potential bidders to enable them to take part in the Call for Project Bids for funding from this Programme.
UK Mission to the United Nations,

1 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, 885 2nd Avenue, New York 10017
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Overview of the Programme
The Programme succeeds both the previous Magna Carta Fund (MCF) and Rules-Based International System (RBIS) Fund Programmes managed in the past by the UK Mission.
The Programme will support the promotion of:  
· Freedom of Religion or Belief; 
· Human Rights Defenders. 
As this funding is held by the UK Mission to the UN in New York and is intended to complement the UK’s diplomatic work at the UN, projects should primarily focus on informing policy or programme delivery at UN Headquarters in New York. 
The programme will consider bids ranging between $50,000 and $120,000.  Projects that will deliver outcomes having a multiplier effect from implementers with a proven track record for delivering lasting impact are of particular interest.   

UKMis reserves the right to consider partial funding of projects and suggests this be taken into account in the project design.  Co-funded projects greater than the above amounts are eligible for consideration and encouraged.  Bidders must also provide an explanation demonstrating how the project is ODA-eligible.  
All activity must be completed no later than 31 March 2020. As there can be no extension, implementers may wish to plan the project completion date in advance of this deadline.
All enquiries, questions or requests for clarification should be submitted by email only to contacts listed under each priority theme as set out below (Annex A). 

Bids must be submitted, as per the process below, by e-mail only to:  uk@un.int
Bidding Process

Bidding will be conducted over two stages for all potential implementers.
Stage 1 will require potential implementers to submit a written expression of interest, up to 500 words, containing an overview of the proposed project, an explanation of ODA eligibility, and an estimated outline budget.  Please indicate how the project will be co-funded if it is not 100% ODA eligible. This will need to be submitted, by e-mail to uk@un.int by 21 May.

The UK Mission will then review these submissions, and invite only selected parties to submit full bids.  These invitations for full bids to just those selected parties will be sent by 28 May.

Full bids will then need to be submitted on a bid form (a model example is at Annex B, attached separately, though the final bid form may differ slightly).  The final version to use will be sent out with the invitations to selected parties (above).  

Full bids will need to be submitted by 11 June.
Project Selection Process
The full bids will be evaluated using the criteria below:

	Category:
	Headings
	%
	Combined %

	1. Whole Life Costs & VFM
	1.1 Staff Costs
	5%
	20%

	
	1.2 Activity Costs
	10%
	

	
	1.3 Overhead/ Admin Costs
	5%
	

	2.  Project Service, Management & Delivery
	2.1 Methods, approach, experience
	10%
	30%

	
	2.2 Project design & delivery plan (incl. Theory of Change)
	10%
	

	
	2.3 Results Framework
	10%
	

	3.  Policy Fit
	3.1 Relevance to wider policy
	15%
	30%

	
	3.2 Impact on thematic area
	15%
	

	4.  Regulatory Fit
	4.1 Monitoring & Evaluation compliance
	5%
	20%

	
	4.2 Financial Management
	5%
	

	
	4.3 Reporting & governance

4.4 ODA eligibility
	5% 

5%
	


Bids will be scored as above in accordance with the marking system set out below:
[image: image7.emf]Good

4

Acceptable

3

Minor Reservations

2

Unacceptable / Non compliant

0

Does not meet the requirement.  Does not comply and/or insufficient information provided to demonstrate that the Tenderer has the understanding 

or suitable methodology, with little or no evidence to support the response. The response may be disqualified as non-compliant 

Score Key Assessment Score Interpretation

Satisfies the requirement with minor additional benefits.  Above average demonstration by the Tenderer of the understanding and evidence in their 

ability/proposed methodology to deliver a solution for the required supplies/services.  Response identifies factors that will offer potential added value, 

with evidence to support the response.  

Satisfies the requirement.  Demonstration by the Tenderer of the understanding and evidence in their ability/proposed methodology to deliver a 

solution for the required supplies/services. 

Satisfies the requirement with minor reservations.  Some minor reservations of the Tenderer's understanding and proposed methodology, with limited 

evidence to support the response. 

Serious Reservations / Non compliant

1

Satisfies the requirement with major reservations.  Major reservations of the Tenderer's understanding and proposed methodology, with little or no 

evidence to support the response.  The response may be deemed non compliant.


In addition to the full bid form, bidders will also need to provide a financial model for their proposed project.  The Financial Model will need to include the following:

· Whole Life Operational costs (eg, staff) and Variable costs (eg, events, expenses);
· A description of how the costs were produced (ie, clear calculations);

· A breakdown of the cost, in the form of an activity based budget;

· A resource plan, broken down with specific details to underpin the pricing.  The resource plan will need to clearly link back to any delivery plans;

· Explanation for any costs, especially any lump sum or administration/overhead fee.

Bidding, Selection and Implementation Timeline
The expected timeline for the bidding process and implementation is as follows:

	Call for Bids circulated:

	8 May 2019

	Submission of Expressions of Interest by:
	21 May 2019

(By 23:59 hours New York time)


	Expressions of Interest reviewed and invitation to submit Full Bids sent to selected parties by:

	28 May 2019

	Submission of Full Bids, including a Financial Model and references, by:

	11 June 2019

(By 23:59 hours New York time)

	Results announced, all bidders informed. 

(to all bidders, supported by feedback)

	2 July 2019

	Finalising Contract, including Financial schedule & signature 

	Early/mid July 2019

	Projects Start from:

	July 2019 onwards  (planned) 

	Potential for early Tranches of funding disbursed by:


	31 August 2019

	Further Tranches of funding disbursed by:


	31 November 2019

	Final Tranches of funding:

	January-February 2020


Disclaimers

· The UK Mission to the UN is not responsible for non-receipt of Responses/ Bids.  Please ensure that your Response is e-mailed no later than the appointed time.  The UK Mission does not undertake to consider Responses received after that time. 
· By issuing this Call for Bids, the UK Mission is not bound in any way and does not have to accept the lowest or any Response/ Bid; and, reserves the right not to award any contract or to accept the whole or any specified part of any Response/ Bid. 

· The UK Mission reserves the right to amend the enclosed Response/ Bid documents at any time prior to the deadline for receipt of Responses/ Bids.  Any such amendment will be sent to the same addressees as the original Call for Bids.  In the event of amendments, the UK Mission may at its discretion extend the deadline for receipt of Responses.
· All information supplied by the UK Mission to prospective bidders must be treated in confidence and not disclosed to third parties except insofar as this is necessary to obtain sureties or quotations for the purposes of submitting your bids.  All information supplied by you to the UK Mission will similarly be treated in confidence except:

i)       That references may be sought from banks, existing or past clients, or other referees submitted by you; 

ii) For the disclosure of such information as may be required under UK or EU law, e.g., the Freedom of Information Act 2000 or EC directives, or in line with UK government policy on the disclosure of information relating to government procurements and contracts.

· The UK Mission and its advisers make no representation or warranty as to the accuracy or completeness of the information set out in this Document.  Implementers should make their own enquiries and satisfy themselves as to the information set out herein.  

· 
This document should not be construed as an offer by the UK Mission capable of acceptance by you.
UK Mission to the United Nations,

1 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, 885 2nd Avenue, New York 10017
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ANNEX A

Funding will be available for projects across two themes (see below) running no later than 31 March 2020. 

The Programme will support the promotion of:  
· Freedom of Religion or Belief (FoRB): Projects ranging $50,000 to $120,000 

UKMis is open to considering a range of initiatives falling under the scope of FoRB, but has a particular interest in projects focused on:
· The gender dimensions of freedom of religion and belief, including how women and LGBTI individuals may experience violations of these freedoms different than men, and how frameworks to address FoRB may be more gender-responsive; or
· Combatting hate speech, including ways to promote or further improve upon the UN Secretary-General’s forthcoming Action Plan on Hate Speech.

Contact: Nina Hindley (nina.hindley@fco.gov.uk)



· Human Rights Defenders:  Projects ranging $50,000 to $120,000
UKMis will consider a range of projects focused on human rights defenders, but has a particular interest in projects focused on:
· Combatting reprisals against human rights defenders, including for their engagement with the UN, its agencies, and Special Mandate holders;
· Increasing access and opportunities for engagement of civil society at the UN.

     Contact: Theodora Castan (theodora.castan@fco.gov.uk)
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