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CORALLIAN ENERGY LIMITED: COLTER APPRAISAL WELL 
INFORMATION ON KEY CONCERNS 

 

Overview 

1. The Colter Appraisal Well Environmental Statement (ES) was submitted to the BEIS 
Offshore Petroleum Regulator for Environment and Decommissioning (OPRED) by 
Corallian Energy Limited (Corallian), and was subject to consultation and public notice 
in compliance with the EIA Regulations.  Consultees and interested stakeholders had 
30 days in which to make representations to the Secretary of State, and the 
consultation period ended in February 2018. 

2. The Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC), Natural England (NE), Historic 
England (HE), the Marine Management Organisation (MMO), the Environment 
Agency (EA), the Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA), Trinity House (TH), the 
Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science (Cefas) and relevant 
Local Authorities (LAs) were consulted on the proposals.  

3. A large number of representations were received from Local Authority consultees, and 
from the general public in response to the public notice, raising concerns relating to 
the visual impact; the potential impact on tourism and leisure activities; the potential 
impact on commercial and recreational fishing, including impacts on migratory fish 
species; and the potential impact on local seahorse populations. 

4. Corallian’s ES addressed all of the relevant issues raised by consultees and in 
response to the public notice.  The ES was subject to detailed and intensive scrutiny 
by OPRED, taking full account of the representations received, and additional 
information was requested to clarify issues raised in the representations and during 
the OPRED review.  

5. This paper provides a summary of the information relating to the key concerns raised 
during the consultation process. 

 

Landscape, Seascape and Visual Receptors 

6. Many of the representations raised concerns regarding the location of a mobile drilling 
unit (MoDU) during the proposed operations and its effect on landscape, seascape 
and visual receptors. There are a significant number of landscape planning 
designations within the vicinity of the proposed appraisal well and these are clearly 
valued directly by local residents and visitors, but also indirectly valued in terms of the 
tourism economy benefits that they bring to the area. 

7. The landscape planning designations include the New Forest National Park, the 
Dorset Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), the Isle of Wight AONB, the 
Cranborne Chase and West Wiltshire Downs AONB, the Dorset and East Devon 
Coast World Heritage Site, the Purbeck Heritage Coast, the Tennyson Heritage Coast, 
the Hamstead Heritage Coast and seven (7) Registered Historic Parks and Gardens. 
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9. A number of visual receptor groups were also identified including residents of and 
visitors to coastal settlements, the users of coastal and long-distance footpaths, 
visitors to tourist attractions and the users of recreational watercraft and commercial 
vessels. 

10. OPRED received advice from bodies including from Natural England, Dorset AONB 
Team and the Jurassic Coast Trust indicating that although there may be adverse 
effects on the settings and scenic beauty of relevant landscapes and seascapes, they 
were not considered to be significant.  This is due to a combination of factors, namely 
the timing of the proposed operations (now winter 2018/19, November to February), 
the small area occupied by the MoDU and the short-term nature of the deployment. 

 

Commercial and Recreational Fishing and Boating 

11. Concerns were raised by a number of parties regarding the high volume of recreational 
vessels in the area, particularly during the summer months, and the potential 
displacement resulting from the proposed operations.  Similar displacement concerns 
were raised with regard to commercial and recreational fishing vessels. 

12. Major ports in the vicinity of the proposed well location include Southampton, 
approximately 41 kilometres (km) to the northeast, and Portsmouth, approximately 
56 km to the northeast.  A number of smaller harbours and bays serving recreational 
vessels are also situated along the coastline adjacent to the proposed well location.  
A significant number of recreational vessels are likely to pass in close proximity to the 
proposed well location, and Poole Bay is a popular area for racing events, particularly 
during the Easter and summer periods. 

13. The majority of fishing vessels operating in the area are under 10 metres (m) in length. 
They are likely to use both static gears (including potting and netting) and mobile gears 
(including trawls and dredges), and landings are dominated by shellfish species.  
Automatic Identification System (AIS) data indicates moderate fishing vessel activity 
in the area with some vessels actively fishing and others steaming on passage.  
Chartered angling vessels are also known to be active within Poole Bay.   

14. Appropriate navigational controls will be in place, including a 500 m exclusion zone 
around the MoDU and standard navigational aids.  Notifications will also be issued to 
local fishermen, marinas and recreational clubs, and a Fisheries Liaison Officer (FLO) 
will be appointed for the project.  It is not anticipated that there will be any significant 
impact on other users of the sea, and the timing (now winter 2018/19, November to 
February) and duration (45 days) of the proposed operations will also help ensure that 
any effects on commercial and recreational fishing and boating are not significant. 
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Tourism and Recreation / Leisure Activities 

15. As highlighted above, the region in which the proposed appraisal well is located is 
valuable for tourism and the associated economic benefits. There is also a thriving 
recreation / leisure industry based around Poole Bay and the surrounding coastline.  
The potential effect of the proposed operations on these activities was therefore raised 
in several of the representations received. 

16. Although the impact assessment process focused on the environmental effects of the 
proposed development, it also considered the effects on tourism and recreation / 
leisure and concluded, both with regard to the visibility of the MoDU and its physical 
presence, that there was unlikely to be a significant adverse effect because the short-
term nature (45 days) of the operations.  With the drilling operations now scheduled 
for winter 2018/19 (November to February) the proposed operations will be outside 
the main tourist season further limiting the potential effects on tourism and recreation 
/ leisure activities. 

 

Protected Habitats 

17. In total, there are 58 marine and coastal protected areas within the Portland to Solent 
area, made up of 11 Special Conservation Areas (SACs); five (5) Special Protected 
Areas (SPAs) and one (1) potential SPA (pSPA); three (3) Marine Conservation Zones 
(MCZ) and three (3) recommended MCZs (rMCZ); three (3) Ramsar sites; and 32 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs). The proposed well is located within the 
boundary of the Solent and Dorset Coast potential Special Protected Area (pSPA), 
designated for common terns, Sandwich terns and little terms; is approximately 8.5 
km from the River Avon SAC, designated for sea lamprey and Atlantic salmon; and 
44 km from the River Itchen SAC, also designated for Atlantic salmon. 

18. Concerns were raised about undertaking the drilling operations in or near sensitive 
sites.  Specific concerns were also identified regarding potential noise effects; impacts 
on migratory fish; and impacts on local seahorse populations.  Details relating to these 
specific issues are outlined below. 

19. With regard to potential impacts on protected European sites (SACs and SPAs), the 
necessary Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) was undertaken by BEIS 
OPRED, as the competent authority. The HRA concluded that the proposed well 
would not have a significant effect on the qualifying species or habitats, either alone 
or in-combination with other plans or projects, and that the proposed operations would 
not have an adverse effect on the integrity of the relevant sites. 

 

Migratory Fish 

20. Concerns were raised by statutory consultees relating to the potential impact of 
underwater noise from the check-shot survey on migratory fish, and the accuracy of 
the noise modelling used to determine potential effects. 

  



BEIS-OPRED W/4207/2017 

4 of 8 
 

22. Sea lamprey and Atlantic salmon from the River Avon SAC and Atlantic salmon from 
the River Itchen SAC are known to pass through Poole Bay and the surrounding 
waters.  Atlantic salmon migrate upstream between May and September and smolts 
(juveniles) migrate downstream between April and May. Sea lamprey migrate 
upstream between April and May and smolts migrate downstream between April and 
July. 

23. OPRED required Corallian to review the noise modelling and to undertake further 
modelling using measured data to improve confidence in the results.  The additional 
modelling was considered to more reliable and predicted impact ranges indicating a 
very low risk of fish occurring within the area where physical injury would occur. The 
drilling operations are now scheduled for winter 2018/19 (November to February) and 
this timing would also avoid significant effects on migratory fish. 

24. The check shot survey data is needed to tie downhole data to surface-derived seismic 
data.  Existing well and seismic data have not established whether the Colter prospect 
is commercially viable. 

 

Seahorse Populations 

25. A number of representations raised issues relating to the potential effects on local 
seahorse populations.  Concerns included impacts of drill cuttings discharges (linked 
to queries regarding the cuttings dispersion modelling). 

26. Populations of long- and short- snouted seahorses have been recorded in this area of 
Poole Bay.  These species tend to be found in seagrasses in sheltered areas such as 
Poole Harbour and the Solent, with Studland Bay known to be an important site.  The 
long-snouted seahorse is seldom found in the open water, but the short-snouted 
seahorse can be found in open water over sand, silt or mud.  Short-snouted 
seahorsescould therefore be found at the proposed well location.  

27. Seahorses are thought to breed in Studland Bay, approximately 4 km west of the 
proposed well location, in spring each year (from late April to early May) and to move 
into deeper water by mid-October when inshore waters are more rough. The Swash 
Channel in Poole Bay, approximately 5 km to the west of the proposed well location, 
has been suggested as a potential wintering ground for the seahorses of Studland 
Bay. 

28. The spawning periods have been recorded as May to August, or exceptionally March 
to November, for the long-snouted seahorse, and April to October, or exceptionally 
February to November for the short-snouted seahorse. 

29. Cuttings dispersion was modelled using a hydrodynamic model to account for the 
varying tides and currents in the area.  The model predictions indicated that settling 
reflected the strong tidally-dominated flow patterns in the area.  Deposition depths 
varied between 0.1 millimetre (mm) and 1 mm, with deposition of 1 mm (the threshold 
where impacts on seabed fauna from smothering can occur) extending no more than 
172 m from the well location. 
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30. Corallian has committed to monitoring the drill cuttings and fluids for the presence of 
oil whilst drilling through the payzone, and containing any contaminated cuttings for 
onshore treatment.  As the dispersion modelling considered the worst case of total 
discharge, any cuttings containment is also likely to reduce the deposition footprint. 

31. Studland Bay is approximately 4 km from the well location and the Swash Channel is 
approximately 5 km from the location, so there are unlikely to be any significant effects 
on seahorses or their important breeding and wintering habitats.  As the drilling 
operations are now scheduled for winter 2018/19 (November to February), this 
effectively avoids the spawning periods for both species. 

 

Oil Spill Risk 

32. Many of the representations highlighted concerns relating to the impact of a major oil 
spill. 

33. Based on historical data it is highly unlikely that a major event, such as a blowout 
would occur, and it is considered that appropriate measures will be in place to maintain 
well control and prevent a major spill.  The drilling operations are also planned to 
minimise the risk of any hydrocarbon or chemical pollution.  In the unlikely event of a 
spill occurring an appropriate oil spill response would be implemented based on the 
approved Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) that will have to be in place before 
operations commence. 

34. The location of the proposed well also requires a Shoreline Protection Plan (SPP) to 
be in place. This will outline the shoreline response arrangements for the areas that 
may be affected in the event of a worst-case hydrocarbon release. The SPP will 
interface with the relevant Local Authority Coastal Protection Plans. 

35. Under the Bonn Agreement, the English Channel is a zone of joint responsibility 
between France and the UK.  In the event of a spill affecting areas outside UK waters, 
the Mancheplan would cover counter pollution operations and sets out the division of 
responsibility between the two parties.  For incidents likely to affect both parties 
simultaneously, it outlines command and control procedures, channels of 
communication, and the resources available to each party.  

 

Other Issues 

36. A number of representations questioned the need to drill the appraisal well at an 
offshore location using a MoDU.  The well location has been chosen to assess two 
targets that overlap in a tightly constrained area at the core of the prospect, and they 
can only be effectively tested using a vertical well. Any onshore drill site would be over 
6 km from the target location resulting a near horizontal trajectory which could not 
evaluate the stacked targets. 

37. If economically viable levels of oil are found and the field was to be developed, 
extended reach drilling from an onshore site would be appropriate as the near 
horizontal wells could effectively target the oil bearing zone or zones. 
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38. A number of representations also raised concerns about the continued exploitation of 
fossil fuels. This is a policy matter and is not required to be addressed by the ES. 

 

Conclusion/Summary 

39. Following consideration of the ES, the responses received from consultees and the 

general public and the additional information provided by Corallian, BEIS OPRED is 

satisfied that the proposals will not have a significant adverse impact on the receiving 

environment or the living resources it supports, or on any protected habitats or species 

or other users of the sea. 

40. Corallian submitted a register of mitigation measures and commitments as part of the 

ES, and they were subsequently requested to update the register to take account of 

additional measures agreed during the ES review process.  A copy of the final draft of 

the register is attached at Annex A.   

41. Subsequent to the positive determination of the ES, Corallian will be required to seek 
a number of supplementary environmental approvals from OPRED, for example a 
navigational consent to locate the MoDU and a permit to use and discharge chemicals 
during the course of drilling operations.  They will also have to seek acceptance of a 
well notification and Oil Pollution Emergency Plan from the Offshore Safety Directive 
Regulator (a partnership of OPRED and the Health and Safety Executive). 

42. The OGA will not determine the application for the Well Consent until all the necessary 
environmental and safety approvals are in place. 
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Annex A 

Environmental Statement Mitigation Measures and Commitments Register 
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