Environment Agency Permitting Decisions
RSR permits for accumulation/disposal of radioactive waste

Record of decision

We have decided to vary the permit specified below.
The permit number is EPR/ZB3792FK

The applicant is IGas Energy Production Limited
The facility is located at Beckingham 1, Oil Depot, Ramper Road, Gainsborough, DN21 1AY

The decision is effective from the permit issued date.

We consider in reaching that decision we have taken into account all relevant considerations and
legal requirements and that the permit will ensure the appropriate level of protection of people and
the environment. These considerations and legal requirements are set out in the published
government and Environment Agency guidance supporting the Environmental Permitting
Regulations.

Reasons for our decision
Unless specified otherwise below, we have accepted the applicant's proposals.

Justification

The practice is justified (31)

Operator and operator competence

We are satisfied that the applicant is the person who will have control over the operation of the
facility after the grant of the permit.

We have assessed the applicant's management arrangements against our guidance. We have not
identified any reasons indicating that the applicant is unable to operate in accordance with the
permit.

Disposal of radioactive waste - optimisation

We have assessed the applicant's proposals against our guidance on 'best available techniques'.
We are satisfied that the applicant has demonstrated that the best available techniques will be
used to minimise the creation of radioactive waste and the activity in (and volume of, where
appropriate) radioactive waste to be disposed of.

This application was to permit the operator to receive radioactive waste generated by the NORM
industrial activity of the production of oil and gas at other sites. Produced water transferred from
other sites will be injected into the hydrocarbon reservoir for production support. This is
recognised as the best environmental option to minimise the exposure of the public to ionising
radiation.

Disposal routes and limits

Aqueous waste in the form of produced waters will be re-injected into the hydrocarbon reservoir for
production support.

Disposal routes for solid wastes are not affected by this variation.

Disposal routes and limits are the same as those in the standard rules permit SR2014 no 4: NORM
waste from oil and gas production

Assessment of activity in discharges and disposals
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We are satisfied that the operator has identified appropriate measures to assess the activity in
discharges and disposals.

Radiological assessment

The operator has not had to assess the radiological impacts of produced waters that will be re-
injected into the hydrocarbon reservoir because there is no pathway that could lead to the
radiological exposure of members of the public or the environment from such disposals.

Extent of the site

We have accepted the applicant’s proposal to increase the permitted area of the site, by
incorporating previously silent well sites (Beckingham 4, Beckingham 6, Beckingham 7,
Gainsborough 8, Gainsborough 36, Gainsborough 37 and Gainsborough 38).

The variation removes Gainsborough 27 wellsite from the permitted area. Gainsborough 27
wellsite was abandoned in 2007, in line with conditions of the mining licence ML004 in force at the
time, five years before the issue of the RSR permit. The decommissioning and abandonment of
the well, and restoration of the wellsite was approved by the Secretary of State for Trade and
Industry who was the then Appropriate Authority for regulating the oil mining activities. We have
accepted the applicant’s proposal to remove this wellsite from the permit.

Completed by: Kate Griffith
Date: 28 February 2019
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