INDEPENDENT REVIEW OF THE MENTAL HEALTH ACT 1983:
ADVISORY PANEL

Terms of reference

Background
In October 2017, the Prime Minister commissioned a review of the Mental Health Act 1983, seeking
to address concerns about how the legislation is currently being used.

The government called for an Act in step with a modern mental health system, giving special
attention to rising rates of detention and the disproportionate number of people from black and
minority ethnic backgrounds being detained under the Act. Terms of reference for the review are
available to view online: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mental-health-act-

independent-review/terms-of-reference-independent-review-of-the-mental-health-act-1983.

The review was tasked to appraise existing practice and evidence, formulating recommendations to
improve legislation and/or practice in the future.

Purpose
The advisory panel will bring together a range of stakeholders with an interest in the Mental Health
Act and its application.

The panel will serve as a forum for gathering evidence and insight throughout the course of the
review, helping to shape the review’s products and recommendations.

Membership
The membership of the panel will represent a broad cross-section of constituencies with an interest
in the review.

The panel will comprise: individuals with lived experience; advocacy organisations; professionals and
representative bodies; and representatives from the statutory system.
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Lord Victor Adebowale Chief Executive Turning Point

Dr Ruth Allen Chief Executive Officer British Association of Social
Workers

Professor Louis Appleby Professor of Psychiatry University of Manchester

Claire Barcham Mental Health Policy Network Association of Directors of
Adult Social Services

Sarah Brennan Chief Executive YoungMinds

Linda Bryant Director of Criminal Justice Services Together for Mental
Wellbeing

Jabeer Butt Deputy Chief Executive Race Equality Foundation

lan Callaghan National Service User Lead My Shared Pathway
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Governance
The panel will be chaired by the chair of the review, Professor Sir Simon Wessely. Vice-chairs of the
review may deputise for the chair, as required.

Secretariat support will be provided by the core review team at the Department of Health and Social
Care.

Frequency
The panel will convene approximately quarterly throughout the course of the review.

Supporting groups

A number of smaller groups will meet outside, and in addition to, the main advisory panel. They will
provide reports and updates to the advisory panel as required, as well as advising the review
leadership directly.

These will include, but not be limited to:
e  Service user and carer group: to ensure the voices of those with lived experience of the Mental

Health Act are heard during the review process. The group will be chaired by Steve Gilbert, vice-
chair of the review.

e  Evidence and analysis group: to provide expert analytical advice to the chair, as well as the
advisory panel. It will advise on evidence relating to the Mental Health Act, with a particular
focus on data and academic evidence, and will suggest ways of utilising this evidence to best
effect. The group will also highlight gaps in the evidence base and suggest ways to address
these.

e  Working group: to deliver the direction set by the review’s leadership and advisory panel,
informing the thinking at the heart of the review and ultimately supporting the development of
its recommendations.

All the above will comprise stakeholders with particular expertise and/or experience, meeting as
required between formal meetings of the advisory panel.




