
 Ministry of Defence 
Main Building  
Whitehall 
London  
SW1A 2HB 
United Kingdom 
 

 
 

Telephone:  
E-mail:  
Reference: 

020 7218 9000 
djep-jrs@mod.gov.uk 
FOI2018/14074 
 
 
 

Mr Tim Bullimore  
By email to:  
request-530820-e9a8758a@whatdotheyknow.com   

 

9 January 2019 

 
 
 
Dear Mr Bullimore,  
 
Thank you for your email of 7 November 2018 requesting the following information:   
 

Please send me a copy of the correspondence between the Solicitors Regulation Authority 
(“the SRA”) (of the one part) and the MOD or the Ministry of Justice or the Iraq Historic 
Allegations Team (of the other part) which the Solicitors Disciplinary Tribunal (“the SDT”) 
directed/ordered the SRA to disclose to the respondents in case no. 11502/2016 (SRA v Day 
and Others).  

 
I am treating your correspondence as a request for information under the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000 (FOIA).  
  
A search for the information has now been completed within the Ministry of Defence (MOD), and I 
can confirm that some information in scope of your request is held. The information you have 
requested is enclosed.  
 
I should emphasise that the MOD was not a party to the legal proceedings between the Solicitors 
Regulation Authority (SRA) and Leigh Day. In February 2015, the MOD lodged a formal complaint 
with the SRA alleging that solicitors from the law firms Public Interest Lawyers and Leigh Day had 
breached the SRA Code of Conduct during the Al Sweady Public Inquiry. It was this complaint that 
led to the SRA investigation into the conduct of these two law firms and the subsequent 
misconduct proceedings before the Solicitors Disciplinary Tribunal (SDT). The MOD’s role in these 
proceedings is therefore limited to that of a complainant and the MOD has never been, nor would it 
expect to be, provided with a copy of the full correspondence bundle which the SDT ordered the 
SRA to disclose to Leigh Day.  
 
Dr Benjamin Sanders was the MOD official who submitted the complaint to the SRA in 2015 and 
later gave evidence before the SDT misconduct hearing. To assist with his preparation for giving 
evidence, the solicitors acting for the SRA provided Dr Sanders with a bundle containing relevant 
items from the wider body of correspondence disclosed to Leigh Day. The MOD has reviewed this 
bundle of relevant extracts as it falls in scope of your request and the information which is now 
enclosed has been identified from within that same bundle.   
 
The enclosed documents are replicas of those which were provided to Dr Sanders. You will see 
that the four pages of handwritten notes attached to the email of 3 February 2017 (numbered 229 – 
232 in the bottom right-hand corner) are of particularly poor quality so I have located and enclose a 
typed version of the document.   
 

mailto:djep-jrs@mod.gov.uk
mailto:request-530820-e9a8758a@whatdotheyknow.com


Some of the enclosed information falls entirely within the scope of the absolute exemption provided 
for at section 40 (personal data) and has been redacted.  
 
Section 40(2) has been applied to some of the information in order to protect personal information 
as governed by the Data Protection Act 1998. Section 40 is an absolute exemption and there is 
therefore no requirement to consider the public interest in making a decision to withhold the 
information.  
 
If you have any queries regarding the content of this letter, please contact this office in the first 
instance.  
 
If you wish to complain about the handling of your request, or the content of this response, you can 
request an independent internal review by contacting the Information Rights Compliance team, 
Ground Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail CIO-FOI-IR@mod.gov.uk). 
Please note that any request for an internal review should be made within 40 working days of the 
date of this response.   
 
If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may raise your complaint directly to the 
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not normally investigate your case until the 
MOD internal review process has been completed. The Information Commissioner can be 
contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, 
Cheshire, SK9 5AF. Further details of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner can be 
found on the Commissioner's website at https://ico.org.uk/.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
Directorate of Judicial Engagement Policy 
Ministry of Defence 
 
 
 

https://ico.org.uk/


 

 

ANNEX B 
 

TYPED VERSION OF PAUL MCNAB’S MANUSCRIPT NOTE 
 
On Friday 26 June I met with Mazin Younis. This was a pre-arranged meeting which took place at 
the business address of Mazin’s company, OSW at Greenheys, Manchester Science Park 
Manchester. 
 
The purpose of the meeting was to clarify some discrepancies arising from some information that 
Mazin had provided to PIL as part of a response to question15 is an SRA S.44B notice dated 
23.11.15 (The notice). 
 
In order to enable Mazin to see the context of the discrepancies, I showed him a copy of Phil 
Shiner’s response to question 10 of the same notice. As I handed Mazin a typed copy of the 
response to Q10, I outlined the two major discrepancies which were; the date at which Mazin first 
refers to any dialogue between himself and PIL regarding the ‘Danny boy’ incident, and the time at 
which Mazin refers to being instructed by Phil Shiner to trace and find the people involved in the 
incident.  
 
Mazin’s initial response was to say that he was sure about the date as he had been in Basra in 
2004 and 2005 for PIL and had only been twice. He recalls the security situation as being so bad 
that he could only really conduct most of his business by telephone.  
 
I explained that the response to question 10 had been produced following a careful review of all 
PIL’s time recording and attendance notes for the relevant period and therefore, to the best of my 
knowledge, it was a very accurate record. At this point Mazin picked up the question 10 response 
and appeared to read it carefully. Mazin then put the note down and said that he was going to 
speak frankly about matters. 
 
Mazin then made a number of very serious allegations, all of which are noted below.  
 
Mazin said that “we found all of these cases”… He said that they had been knocking doors to find 
clients and he said that Phil Shiner knew about this. 
 
I raised the matter of Mazin’s training and the written notification for PIL about what was and wasn’t 
permitted.  
 
Mazin responded by saying that realistically it is impossible to sit in Basra waiting for people to 
make approaches as he would be shot and killed, so the only way to find clients was to knock on 
doors.  
 
At this point I made the observation that Phil couldn’t possibly have known about this and if it had 
come to his attention he would have had to put an immediate stop to it. 
 
Mazin responded by saying “of course Phil knew”, he then went on to say that it wasn’t just the                                                                                                               
Al-Sweady clients that this applied to, he said that it was “nearly all of the cases”, he gave a couple 
of named examples which were Kammash and Abdul-Razak and said “we found them all”. He then 
made the most concerning revelation which was “we even paid people”.  
 
I was completely horrified at being told this, I immediately said that there was absolutely no way 
that Phil would have allowed that to happen or be a party to such actions. He said that Phil was 
aware. I immediately asked him whether or not he had paid people to give false statements. Mazin 
said that there were people who did have legitimate cases but who were wary about coming 
forward. Mazin said that they were very poor people so they paid them some money to come 
forward and tell their story, he said “call it charity”. I reiterated that Phil couldn’t possibly have 
known about this. Mazin said that he did.  
 



 

 

Mazin then went on to say that “also I told Phil that Khuder was a member of the Mahdi Army and 
so were some of the clients”, I clarified that by this he meant Al-Sweady clients.  
 
I had absolutely no idea why Mazin was telling me this, I did not believe it for one moment but I did 
not make any robust challenges or rebuttals to what was being said as I wanted to see where all of 
this was going.  
 
Mazin then said that one of the things that he couldn’t work out was why we (meaning PIL) had 
changed from the “old way of working”. Mazin said that things worked well previously when all 
client matters were dealt with via PIL, Mazin and Abu Jamal. Mazin said that he wasn’t able to 
understand why was that from 2012 Usama appeared to have replaced Mazin IOSW. He said that 
he wanted arrangements for the Iraqi clients to go back to the old way.  
 
I responded by saying that the current situation whereby Usama was engaged in lots of work in 
relation to these clients had come about almost by accident following our meeting with Abu Jamal 
in 2012 and that there hadn’t been any conscious decision to stop using Mazin IOSW 
 
At this point I asked Mazin if he was sure about all of the things that he had told me. He said that 
he was. I also asked Mazin what the practices were that he referred to in respect of Khuder Al-
Sweady and Phil King. Mazin said that they had a very heavy handed approach with the clients 
including trying to bully them into being interviewed at Basra airport, which was a military base. 
Mazin said that any client seen entering or leaving would be very likely to be killed as people would 
think that they were giving information to the British. Mazin said that this approach was highly 
insensitive and had caused a great deal of stress and [unease]. Mazin then said that they (Mazin 
and Abu) were aware of at least two witnesses that Khuder had brought forward to the Al-Sweady 
Inquiry who were not involved in the incident (Danny boy) or did not have any family involved in the 
incident. I asked him if he was aware that these witnesses had given any live evidence to the 
Inquiry, he said that he was not. He went on to add that PIL did not know about this until now.  
 
I asked him if he was sure about all of those things as they were very concerning, he said that he 
was “but we can fix this”. He said that he wanted PIL to go back to the old way of working and to 
confirm this in writing. He then said at this point that “maybe it could have been a journalist who 
asked me to find people in 2005, it was a long time ago”, he then referenced Kim Sengupta. He 
then added that if we were back to the old way of working he “can have a clearer memory”. 
 
By now it was becoming clear to me that Mazin was attempting to hold PIL to ransom in return for 
what I believe is the accurate and truthful answer as to how he came to be a contact with the Al-
Sweady clients. The ransom was clearly the re-establishing of a lucrative commercial arrangement 
between OSW and PIL with OSW being the benefactor. I felt as though I was being blackmailed. I 
realised at this point that I had to leave the meeting on what would appear to be a positive note.  
 
I gave Mazin a positive indication of returning to the old way of working. We then had a discussion 
about the Iraq work in general and I gave Mazin a general update following the judement of 
Leggatt J and the pending hearing in November. We then shook each other’s hands and thanked 
each other for our time.   
 
I was very clear that it was not going to be in anyone’s best interests to notify Phil Shiner of the 
above detail until after the weekend. There were a number of reasons for this.  
 
I was also very clear that I had to share this information with Baker & McKenzie.  
 
On Monday 28 June I informed Phil Shiner of all the above. We agreed that we would put in place 
the arrangement that Mazin Younis wanted before sending a full note to Baker & McKenzie. 
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