Annex A

The Code of Practice for the Safety of Small Fishing Vessels mandatory
equipment for decked vessels of less than 10m registered length



ANNEX 1.4
CODE OF PRACTICE FOR THE SAFETY OF SMALL FISHING VESSELS:
CHECK LIST OF REQUIREMENTS: SEE ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE IN ANNEX 2

Equipment need not be MCA approved provided it is fit for its intended purpose.

DECKED Vessels of less than 10 metres (L)
“Decked vessels” means a vessel with a continuous watertight weather deck that extends from stem to stern and has positive
freeboard throughout, in any condition of loading the vessel.

Item Remarks/compliance Expiry/Service Date

Liferaft(s) (for vessels of 7 metres (L) and over) - sufficient capacity for all
persons on board vessel and appropriate for area of operation — See Annex 2
for guidance

Lifejackets - 1 per person

2 Lifebuoys (1 with 18 metre buoyant line attached) or 1 Lifebuoy (fitted with
18 metre buoyancy line) +1 Buoyant Rescue Quoit

3 Parachute Flares

2 Hand-held Flares

1 Smoke Signal (buoyant or hand held)

1 Multi-purpose Fire Extinguisher (fire rating 5A/34B)

1 Multi-purpose Fire Extinguisher for oil fires (fire rating 13A/113B)

Gas Detector

1 Fire Blanket (light duty) in galley or cooking area (if applicable)

Fire Detectors

1 Fire Pump + Hose and 1 Fire Bucket and lanyard

1 Satellite EPIRB or Personal Locator Beacon(s) — 1 per person

VHF Radio — DSC fixed or hand held

Bilge Pump

Bilge Level Alarm

Approved Navigation Lights & Sound Signals

Anchor and cable/warp

Compass

Waterproof Torch

Medical Kit in accordance with The Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels
(Medical Stores) Regulations 1995 No.1802 or any superseding regulations

Radar Reflector

CO Alarms for every enclosed space that has a fired cooking or heating
appliance or where engine exhausts penetrate the wheelhouse or crew space

Note: The checklist represents the minimum safety equipment requirements and owners should consider carrying
additional safety equipment. It is recommended that if you carry the Satellite EPIRB, you also carry Personal Locator
Beacons for each member of the crew, and if you carry Personal Locator Beacons, you also carry a Satellite EPIRB. The
liferaft, which is mandatory for vessel of 7 metres (L) and over and strongly recommended for vessels under 7 metres
(L), should be fitted in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.

Coastguard Operations Centres maintain a listening watch only on VHF Channel 16. The primary means of distress and
urgency alerting should be via VHF DSC. Substantial modifications or alterations affecting the vessel's dimensions,
structure or stability, the removal or repositioning of equipment, changes in the vessel’'s mode of fishing and/or its gear
or the fitting of additional equipment shall be investigated, prior to making any changes, to ensure that the vessel ensure
that the vessel is stable for its intended purpose and/or will continue to comply with the stability requirements of this
Code. In addition such modifications or alterations shall only be carried out after consultation and with the approval of
the MCA.
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Annex B

Coastguard OMS Vessel overdue guidance


















Annex C

Safety Flyer to the Fishing Industry






MAIB

MARINE ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION BRANCH
SAFETY FLYER TO THE FISHING INDUSTRY

Fishing vessel Solstice, capsize and sinking resulting in the loss of one life,
26 September 2017

Narrative

At 1938 on 26 September 2017, the 9.9m fishing vessel Solstice
(Figure 1) capsized in calm weather conditions about 7 miles
south of Plymouth. The skipper and crewman were rescued from
the vessel’s upturned hull (Figure 2) about 5%z hours later, but
the vessel’'s owner was trapped and drowned in the wheelhouse.
Solstice later sank.

The scallop dredger had recently been modified to operate as

a stern trawler and its owner, skipper and crewman were in the
process of hauling their second catch of the day on board when
the capsize occurred. The net’s cod-end was full of fish, moss and
sand, and started to move uncontrollably along the transom as the
vessel rolled in the light swell.

The capsize was rapid, and the crew did not have time to raise

the alarm before they entered the water. As the vessel was not
equipped with an emergency position indicating radio beacon
(EPIRB) and the crew did not carry personal locator beacons
(PLBs), they were wholly reliant on family and friends realizing they
were overdue and alerting the coastguard.

Figure 1: Solstice

Figure 2: Upturned hull floating on surface (photograph taken the following morning)



Safety lessons

Lifting point

» Solstice capsized because it did
not have sufficient transverse
stability to safely lift the contents of
its net on board over the stern. This
was primarily because the weight
in the net was excessive and the
height of the lifting point at the
stern was high (Figure 3).

* The dangers of modifying small
fishing vessels and changing
fishing methods are well known
and the consequences on stability
are often fatal. However, the vessel
had no stability data and a safe
method of fishing had not been
developed.

—
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« ltis important to have a clear 2
he accident

understanding of your vessel’s Figure 3: Solstice scallop dredging four weeks before
stability, but the impact that fishing

methods have on stability cannot be emphasized enough. Talk to your local fishing vessel
surveyors and seek expert advice if necessary before commencing any structural modifications,
but especially modifications to change or alter the method of fishing.

+ It was obvious that the weight in the net was excessive, but the crew remained determined to
lift the catch on board. No catch, no matter how valuable, is worth a life. Stop and seriously
consider your options and, ultimately, be prepared to let it go.

« The survivors were extremely fortunate that Solstice’s upturned hull remained afloat as they
were not wearing lifejackets when they entered the water, and it took over 5 hours for them to
be found and rescued. Personal flotation devices should always be worn when working on deck
and emergency use lifejackets should be readily available.

» |t was also fortunate that the survivors were found. Their friends and family did not know where
they had been fishing and, because Solstice was not equipped with an automatic identification
system (AIS) transceiver, the coastguard could not identify the vessel’s last recorded position.
The carriage of an EPIRB and/or PLBs would have resulted in an immediate and location-
focused emergency response. The carriage of an AlS transceiver in this case would have been
of invaluable benefit.

This safety flyer and the MAIB’s investigation report are on our website: www.gov.uk/maib

For all enquiries:

Marine Accident Investigation Branch Email: maib@dft.gov.uk
First Floor, Spring Place Tel: 023 8039 5500
105 Commercial Road

Southampton

S0O15 1GH Publication date: 6 December 2018
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