



No: .............
VETERINARY CERTIFICATE FOR EXPORT TO BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA OF NON ANIMAL ORIGIN FEED FOR ANIMALS – 7659EHC 

NOTES FOR GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN

Associated Documents: 7659EHC and 618NDC
IMPORTANT

These notes provide guidance to Official Veterinarians (OV) and exporters. The NFG should have been issued to you together with export health certificate 7659EHC. The NFG should not be read as a standalone document but in conjunction with certificate 7659EHC. We strongly suggest that exporters obtain full details of the importing country’s requirements from the veterinary authorities in the country concerned, or their representatives in the UK, in advance of each consignment. 
1.
Scope
Export health certificate 7659EHC may be used for the export of animal feed which does not contain any ingredients of animal origin from the UK to Bosnia and Herzegovina.  
It is not clear what the authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovina mean by the terms ‘animal feed’ and ‘animal origin’.  

Therefore, exporters wishing to consign products containing intestinal microorganisms or products which are intended for feeding to pet animals should verify, via their contacts, whether or not the authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovina would accept this certificate for their particular product.  
This certificate must not, however, be used for finished petfood containing any ingredients derived from slaughtered animals or from milk.

2.
Certification by an Official Veterinarian (OV)
This certificate may be signed by an Official Veterinarian appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), Scottish Government, Welsh Government, or an Authorised Veterinary Inspector (AVI) appointed by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland (DARD), who is an Official Veterinarian (OV) on the appropriate panel for export purposes. 

OVs/AVIs should sign and stamp the health certificate with the OV/AVI stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.

Foreign text: The Official Veterinarian should note that the foreign text in the certificate is an official translation of the English text and the Official Veterinarian is accordingly authorized to complete the export health certificate, even if they are unable to read and understand the meaning of the foreign text. Any spaces in the foreign text must be left blank and English wording must not be entered. However, if the Official Veterinarian is able to read and write the foreign text and if facilities are available to enter the foreign text in type, the Official Veterinarian can enter the information where appropriate.

A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) Specialist Service Centre for International Trade, in Carlisle, or to DARD, within seven days of issue. 

The OV/AVI should keep a copy for his/her own records.

3.
FORMAT OF THE CERTIFICATE


In accordance with the requirements of the Veterinary Authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the style and paragraph numbering of this certificate is based on the model ‘Veterinary Certificate to EU’ for products of animal origin as published in Commission Decision 2007/240/EC.  As such, some paragraphs may appear out of sequence whilst others may be intentionally left blank.  
Annex I of this Decision includes Explanatory Notes which offer general guidance on how veterinary certificates based on these models may be completed.  
This and other pieces of EU legislation are published in the Official Journal of the European Union and can be accessed via the online search feature available at:

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html
More specific guidance on completing this certificate has been provided in these notes.
4.
COMPLETION OF PART I – DETAILS OF DISPATCHED CONSIGNMENT 


I.3. – Central Competent Authority

The certifying OV should enter “Defra”.  


I.4. – Local Competent Authority

The certifying OV should enter the name of the local office of Animal Health Veterinary Laboratories Agency responsible for the exporting establishment.  Where the exporting establishment is located in Northern Ireland, “DARD” should be entered.

I.6. – intentionally left blank

I.7. and I.9 – Country ISO Codes

ISO 3166 is the commonly accepted International Standard for country codes.  

The ISO Code for the whole of the United Kingdom is “GB” and this should be entered at Box I.7.  

The ISO Code for Bosnia and Herzegovina is “BA” and should be entered at Box I.9.  

I.8. Region of Origin

In line with the Explanatory Notes referred to in paragraph 3 above, this paragraph may usually be left blank.

However, if the product falls within control measures laid down under a European Community Decision entering into force as a result of an animal disease outbreak in the UK, then the region name and ISO code must be completed in accordance with the relevant Decision.  In such cases, the APHA Specialist Service Centre for International Trade, in Carlisle or DARD in Northern Ireland should be consulted for further specific guidance.

I.10. – intentionally left blank


I.11. – Approval Number
The feed manufacturing establishment must be approved or registered in accordance with Regulation (EC) 183/2005 laying down requirements for feed hygiene.  In England, this is enforced by the Feed (Hygiene and Enforcement) (England) Regulations 2005 (as amended).  Similar legislation exists in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.
OVs should enter the relevant approval or registration number in addition to the address of the premises of origin.


I.12. – intentionally left blank


I.15. – Identification

The registration number of transport vehicles, flight number or name of the vessel must be provided. In case of unloading and reloading, the consignor must inform the Border Inspection Post (BIP) of entry into Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Optionally, the number of the airway bill, bill of loading, or the commercial number of the road vehicle may be entered as the documentary reference.  

I.16. – Entry BIP in BiH

The BIP of entry into Bosnia and Herzegovina must be entered at Box I.16.

I.17. – intentionally left blank


I.19. – HS Code

The Harmonised System (HS) Code is a commodity classification system in which articles are grouped into various categories. It is used as a basis for customs tariffs and for international trade statistics.  The appropriate HS Code should be entered in Box I.19.

Further information on HS Codes can be found online at:

https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections

and 

http://madb.europa.eu/madb/euTariffs.htm
The OV should confirm with the exporter which HS Code best describes the products being consigned.
I.21. – intentionally left blank


I.24. – intentionally left blank

I.26. – intentionally left blank


I.28. – Identification of the Commodities

Schedules - If necessary, a separate schedule may be used to identify the consignment.  The schedule must contain the same information as that required in Box I.28 of the certificate and this box must be annotated "See Attached Schedule".  Each page of the schedule must bear a page number and the health certificate reference number and be signed, dated and stamped by the Official Veterinarian. 

The schedule must be stapled inside the health certificate and the Official Veterinarian should "fan" and stamp over the pages of the schedule and certificate.  The top stapled corner of the schedule and certificate should be folded over and stamped also.  Any blank spaces in the schedule or in Box I.28 should be deleted with diagonal lines.

5.
PART II – CERTIFICATION

Taking into consideration the additional guidance below, the health attestation may be certified on the basis of the OV’s familiarity with the sourcing, processing, handling and storage arrangements in place at the processing establishment and/or examination of relevant records and documentation including applicable laboratory test results.


II.1.1., II.1.6. and II.1.7. – Notifiable Disease Clearance
Paragraph II.1.1. refers.  For the purposes of this paragraph, Decision on infectious diseases (“Official Gazette of BiH” No.44/03) may be considered to be equivalent to Council Directive 82/894/EEC (as amended).

The notifiable diseases referred to in Council Directive 82/894/EEC as last amended by Commission Implementing Decision 2012/737/EU of 27 November 2012 are:
Diseases of Terrestrial Animals, List A.1:

· African horse sickness 

· African swine fever 

· Anthrax 

· Avian influenza(HPAI in poultry, captive birds and wild birds and LPAI in poultry and captive birds) 

· Bluetongue 

· Bovine spongiform encephalopathy 

· Classical swine fever 

· Contagious bovine pleuropneumonia 

· Dourine 

· Equine encephalomyelitis of the following types: 

Eastern equine encephalomyelitis 

Japanese encephalitis 

Venezuelan equine encephalomyelitis 

· West Nile fever 

· Western equine encephalomyelitis 

· Equine infectious anaemia 

· Foot-and-mouth disease 

· Glanders 

· Lumpy skin disease 

· Newcastle disease 

· Peste des petits ruminants 

· Infection with rabies virus 

· Rift Valley fever 

· Rinderpest 

· Sheep pox and goat pox 

· Small hive beetle infestation (Aethina tumida) 

· Swine vesicular disease 

· Tropilaelaps infestation of honey bees 

· Vesicular stomatitis 
Diseases of Terrestrial Animals, List A.2: 

· Bovine brucellosis 

· Bovine tuberculosis 

· Enzootic bovine leukosis 

· Caprine and ovine brucellosis (excluding Brucella ovis). 

Diseases of aquaculture animals, List B:
· Epizootic haematopoietic necrosis 

· Infectious haematopoietic necrosis 

· Infectious salmon anaemia
Interpreted literally, the consignment (i.e. the products being certified) must not originate from a place or an area under official restrictions for the product. So, this is self policing, and the OV just needs to ensure that the products can be freely moved in commerce.  

The reference to 'any other infectious animal disease’ at paragraph II.1.6 may be interpreted to be a reference to notifiable animal diseases.  Accordingly, paragraphs II.1.6. and II.1.7. may be signed for product dispatched from an establishment which is not under notifiable animal disease restrictions on behalf of the Department provided written authority to do so has been obtained from the Specialist Service Centre – Exports, Carlisle, on form 618NDC. If anthrax (II.1.7 refer)) is confirmed in the UK, a 618NDC will only be issued if the place of dispatch is not in the same administrative territory (parish) as the holding in which the disease is confirmed. For this, exporters will need to submit details of the place of dispatch at the time of application. 

II.1.2. – Approval/Registration of manufacturing establishment
This paragraph may be completed and certified on the basis that the feed manufacturing establishment is approved or registered in accordance with Regulation (EC) 183/2005 laying down requirements for feed hygiene.  In England, this is enforced by the Feed (Hygiene and Enforcement) (England) Regulations 2005 (as amended).  Similar legislation exists in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

II.1.3. – Compliance with legislation of Bosnia and Herzegovina
For the purposes of this paragraph, the “provisions laid down in legislation of Bosnia and Herzegovina concerning feed for animals” may be considered to be equivalent to the requirements of EU, and therefore UK, feed hygiene legislation.
This paragraph may therefore be certified on the basis that the product being consigned is eligible for sale and use in the UK.

II.1.4. – Compliance with limits of harmful substances
For the purposes of this paragraph, the “limits that are permitted in legislation of Bosnia and Herzegovina” shall be considered to be equivalent to those laid down under Council Directive 2002/32/EC on undesirable substances in animal feed.  This Directive is given force in England by the Animal Feed (England) Regulations 2010.  Similar legislation exists in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.
This paragraph may therefore be certified on the basis that the product being consigned is eligible for sale and use in the UK.

II.1.5. – Compliance with Regulations (EC) 178/2002 and 183/2005 
This paragraph may be certified on the basis of approval or registration in accordance with Regulation (EC) 183/2005 laying down requirements for feed hygiene.  In England, this is enforced by the Feed (Hygiene and Enforcement) (England) Regulations 2005 (as amended) which enforce certain elements of Regulations (EC) 178/2002 and 882/2004 with respect to animal feeds.  Similar legislation exists in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.  
6.
If declarations are relied upon to support the completion of this certificate, these must be signed by someone who has knowledge of and responsibility for the relevant parts of the production process.  The managing director (or equivalent) of the company should provide a letter giving the name(s) and job title(s) of those authorised to give the declaration and the basis on which the declaration is made.  

The declaration should include a clause indicating that the signatory is aware that making a false declaration is an offence and that he/she accepts full responsibility if any problems arise with the export should there be any dispute relating to the matters being declared.  

The RCVS Guide to Professional Conduct 2012 states that [Veterinary Surgeons] “must not recklessly confirm what other people have stated”.  Where possible, supporting evidence should be called for and put on file.

7.
DISCLAIMER 

This certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country. 

If these do not match, the exporter should contact the APHA Centre for International Trade (CIT)– Exports in Carlisle, via the link below: 

http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/animal-and-plant-health-agency/about/access-and-opening#centre-for-international-trade-carlisle
In Northern Ireland, contact the DARD trade administration team: 

e-mail
- tradeadminpost@dardni.gov.uk

Phone
- 0289 0520989
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