
VETERINARY CERTIFICATE FOR THE EXPORT OF FEED AND FEED ADDITIVES OF ANIMAL ORIGIN TO THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION – 6421EHC

Notes for the Guidance of the Exporter and Certifying Official Veterinarian

Associated Documents: 6421EHC or Pre-export support certificate 6428EHC, 


    as applicable.

Certificate 6421EHC is based on an EU-Russia agreed model certificate which reflects the requirements laid down in the legislation of the Russian Federation. As a result, the wording and the details cannot be amended. However, the following guidance has been prepared on the basis of information from the EU Council and European Commission, and bilateral correspondence with the Russian Federation. Provided the guidance notes below are followed or relied upon, the certificate may be signed.
Important note for exporters and Official Veterinarians:

The Export Health Certificate to which these guidance notes refer can be used for any of the countries in the Eurasian Economic Union, subject to standard restrictions and import permits if applicable.  If the final destination of the consignment is BELARUS please also refer to Annex A of this document for additional instructions. BELARUS WILL NOT ALLOW IMPORT OF THIS COMMODITY UNLESS THESE INSTRUCTIONS HAVE BEEN COMPLIED WITH.

These notes provide guidance to Official Veterinarians (OV) and exporters. The NFG should have been issued to you together with export certificate 6421EHC. The NFG should not be read as a standalone document but in conjunction with certificate 6421EHC. We strongly suggest that exporters obtain full details of the importing country’s requirements from the veterinary authorities in the country concerned, or their representatives in the UK, in advance of each consignment. 
1.
Certification by an Official Veterinarian

This certificate may be signed by an Official Veterinarian (OV) appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Scottish Government or Welsh Government who is on the appropriate panel for export purposes. OVs should affix the OV stamp to the certificate in the normal manner.


The health certificate must be signed and stamped with OV stamp in any ink colour OTHER THAN BLACK.


A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) Centre for International Trade in Carlisle within 7 days of issue. The OV should keep a copy for his/her own records.

The Russian authorities may require bespoke approval of the manufacturing establishment of origin and/or countersignature of the certificate by a Russian veterinary inspector prior to despatch. The import permit should be consulted to establish what is required.

2.
Scope
The certificate can be used for the final export to Russia of feed and /or feed additives of animal origin derived from animals in the UK, or such products obtained from other Member States (MSs)/third countries provided they were derived from aquatic animals caught/harvested in those Member States/third countries. In the latter case, if the products originate from another MS and have already been fully packaged and labelled and are not intended for further processing, the products MUST have been accompanied by a pre-export certificate similar to the certificate being issued for this final export, AND the details in the table above section 4.1 completed. 

Imported (i.e. from a country outside the EU) animal products (raw materials or processed products as ingredients) may be used in manufacturing of products destined to Russia provided that they fulfill the relevant Russian import conditions as indicated in the certificate. If there are specific Russian import conditions that go beyond EU import rules, the imported product has to be accompanied by an additional health certificate certifying the specific Russian conditions in supplement to the health certificate issued in accordance with EU import rules. No reference is to be made to this additional health certificate in the final export certificate (at Section 4.1) to Russia because animal products imported from third countries are not covered by the models for the "official pre-export support certificates".

IMPORTANT NOTE

The certificate is intended for the export of feed/feed additives for farmed animals, and must not be used for the export of petfood UNLESS Russia has given official authorisation to allow use of this certificate for pet food (and provided the commodity meets all other requirements as stated on the certificate). 
The exporter must obtain official authorisation from Russia in order to use certificate 6421EHC for petfood; see paragraph 4. below for further details).
In accordance with the transitional arrangements under EU Regulation 999/2001, implemented in England by the TSE (England) Regulations 2002 and equivalent legislation in the rest of the UK, the principal ingredients of animal origin which can be incorporated into such feeds/additives are fishmeal and milk. However, feed containing fishmeal cannot be fed to ruminants, and the packaging should clearly indicate this.

3.
This guidance can also be used for signing a pre-export certificate, 

containing similar requirements, for the despatch of products meeting the Russian requirements to other MSs, for ultimate export to Russia.

4.
Exporter’s Declaration – Petfood Exports 
Exporters are required to obtain official authorisation from the competent Russian authority to use this animal feed certificate for the export of petfood. 

IMPORTANT NOTE
The exporter must provide, at the time of application to the Centre for International Trade in Carlisle, a written declaration, stating that they are in possession of an official authorisation from Russia allowing them to export petfood using 6421EHC for Feed and Feed Additives.
The declaration must contain a statement that the exporter is aware that making a false declaration is against the law and that he/she accepts full responsibility if any problems arise with  the export due to inappropriate Russian authorisation. 
The Centre for International trade in Carlisle will issue the certificate on receipt of the exporter's declaration.
5.
General information (Sections 1-3 refer)


a) Country of transit (Section 1.4): This refers to the third country of transit, NOT to EU MSs through which the consignment will pass.


b) Certificate No: (Section 1.5): This MUST consist of the prefix ‘GB’ (ISO Country Code for the UK), followed by a unique number in CENTAUR format, i.e. year/office number/sequential number. The prefix ‘GB’ is pre-printed on the certificate. The unique number MUST be printed on the certificate; if this number is entered in manuscript, the certificate will be INVALIDATED.  


c) Country of origin (Section 1.6): This is the country of origin of the raw material used in the product, which must be an EU Member State. If the final certificate is being issued solely on the basis of pre-export certificates from other EU Member States, the country of origin will NOT be UK (the certifying MS, which goes at Section 1.7 and has been pre-printed). If the raw material is imported from a third country, the country of origin is the MS in which the raw material was first processed/re-packaged.

d) Point of crossing the border of the Russian Federation (Section 1.10): The OV must ask the exporter for this information.


e) Establishment details (Section 3.1) and Administrative-territorial unit (Section 3.2): This refers to approval/registration by Defra and other Agriculture Departments under the TSE and Animal By-products Regulations. The Administrative-territorial unit is the AHDO responsible for the area in which the establishment of despatch is located. However, for the purposes of regionalisation, an administrative territory is the County.

6.
Veterinary certification (Section 4 refers)
a) Pre-export certificate details: As explained above, the table above section 4.1. must be completed (continuing on a separate sheet of paper if necessary) if the products were derived from aquatic animals resident in another MS or products derived from establishments located in other MSs. If the raw material/product was imported from a third country and is being re-exported from the UK (the certifying MS) after being processed/re-packaged, then this table should be left blank.


b) Section 4.1: This can be signed on the basis of EU Regulations 999/2001 on TSEs and 1774/2002 on Animal By-products – implemented in the UK by the TSEs Regulations 2002 and the Animal By-Products Regulations 2003, respectively – which require the approval / registration and monitoring of establishments producing feed for farmed animals, especially if the feed contains fishmeal and/or milk. The certifying OV may ask to see the certificate of registration/approval issued by Defra or other Agriculture Departments.
c) Section 4.2: This requires the product to “originate from establishments which are not placed under animal health restrictions”. The animal health restrictions relate to diseases to which the species from which the product was sourced are susceptible, at the time of their dispatch/certification from the establishment. 

As the principal ingredients of animal origin which can be used in farmed animal feeds or feed additives are fishmeal and milk, and because most establishments (feed mills) are not be co-located with animals, it is envisaged that certification of this section will not present a problem.

d) Section 4.3: This can be signed on the basis of the ‘feed ban’ – legislated for by the TSE Regulations 2002. 


   Chemico-toxicological Criteria
e) Section 4.4 refers: The ingredients of animal origin (fish meal/milk) which can be used in animal feed must be derived from animals/milk which is fit for human consumption i.e. starting material belonging to Category 3 under the Animal By-products Regulations. Thus, this section can be certified on the basis of compliance with Council Directive 96/23/EC, which is implemented by the Animals and Animal Products (Examination for Residues and Maximum Residue Limits) Regulations 1997 and a programme referred to as the National Surveillance Scheme (NSS). On the basis of this scheme, it can be considered that animal products for human consumption do not contain levels exceeding the limits permitted in the European Union of any antibiotic/veterinary medicinal product; any beta-agonist or any substances having a thyrostatic, oestrogenic, androgenic or gestogenic action, which do not occur naturally; any pesticide; or any heavy metal, known to be harmful to human health. The NSS also covers PCBs. The legislation also requires the appropriate withdrawal periods to be observed when medicinal products are administered to animals.



   Microbiological Criteria

f) Section 4.5 refers:  Fish meal and/or milk intended for animal feeds must have been subjected to the treatment specified in the Animal By-products Regulations 2003; this will ensure that the microbiological standard required of the end product – fish meal or milk – is met. Thus, Section 4.5 can be certified if it can be demonstrated that these ingredients were obtained from plants approved under the Animal By-products Regulations 2003. 

g)
Section 4.6 refers: This requires the finished feed or feed additives intended for export to be specifically tested to ensure that the bacterial count for salmonella, enteropathogens and anaerobic microflora specified in the section is met.  The requirements with regard to absence of botulin toxin in the consignment may be certified on the basis of satisfactory results of routine monitoring (e.g. as part of a HACCP plan) of batches intended for export (e.g. by the mouse inoculation test, which is not necessarily carried out at the VLA, in which case any other laboratory approved by the government of another Member State may be used). In the absence of established protocols for sampling, the number and quantity of samples to be taken from each batch intended for export - for pooling and ultimate dispatch to the laboratory - should be similar to that used under the Feed Surveillance programme for mammalian protein. The certifying OV may obtain details of this from the local DVM – they are based on Commission Directive 76/371/EEC of 1 March 1976 establishing Community methods of sampling for the official control of feedingstuffs.

Packaging

h) Section 4.8 refers: The certifying OV should ensure that the means of transport is sealed with a unique tamper evident seal. The seal number need not be recorded in this section; this section must be left completely blank.
7.
Disclaimer
This certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country. It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country.  If these do not match, the exporter should contact the Centre for International Trade - Carlisle, via the link below:


http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/animal-and-plant-health-agency/about/access-and-opening#centre-for-international-trade-carlisle
Annex A

Additional instructions for consignments with final destination of Belarus

To allow any goods into Belarus, the Belarussian authorities have asked for prior notification from the UK competent authority of consignments requiring veterinary certification, with details of the arriving consignment. If this notification has not been received by the Belarussian authorities, the consignment will not be allowed entry into Belarus.

Following certification of the Export Health Certificate(s) (EHC) by an Official Veterinarian (OV), the OV should complete an electronic version of the table containing information as shown below in Table 1. If the OV does not hold an electronic copy, one can be requested by emailing the below address or contacting APHA Product Exports on 03000 200 301. Once completed, the OV should email this table and a certified copy of the EHC(s) to:

PLT@apha.gsi.gov.uk
These documents must be emailed on the same day as certification to allow time for APHA to send the notification to Belarus and then for further distribution to the relevant border controls.

Table 1:

	Notification to Belarus of UK Export Certification

	Certificate No.
	Description of the products
	Exporter/Consignor
	 Importer/Consignee
	Name of Official  Veterinarian & SP Number   
	Date of OV signature
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