No: .............
EXPORT OF COOKED PROCESSED POULTRY MEAT PRODUCTS TO NAMIBIA
NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN AND EXPORTER


Associated Documents: 7557EHC, 7557NFG (this document), 618NDC

SCOPE
1.
This certificate may be used for the export of cooked processed poultry meat (CHICKEN ONLY) products from the UK to Namibia.
OFFICIAL SIGNATURE
2.
This certificate may be signed by an Official Veterinarian, appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Scottish Government, Welsh Government, or equivalent in the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland, who is on the appropriate panel for export purposes. OVs should apply the OV stamp to the certificate in the normal manner.

The health certificate must be signed and stamped with an OV stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK. PLEASE NOTE THAT THE CERTIFICATE MUST BE SIGNED WITHIN 72 HOURS OF EXPORT.
A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the issuing office (in GB, AHVLA, Specialist Service Centre (SSC)– Exports, Carlisle) and in the case of Northern Ireland to DARD,  Room 922  Dundonald House, Belfast, within seven days of signature.

The OV should keep a copy for his/her own records.
3.
IMPORT PERMIT
Importers must apply and obtain an import permit from the Republic of Namibia Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry (Telephone: +264-61-303150 / Fax: +264-61-303151) in advance of each consignment. Importers must adhere to the conditions of the import permit, including the notification of consignments to the Namibian authorities in advance (upon dispatch for export). It is strongly advised that the import permit number is entered at Section III. (a) of the certificate along with the name and address of the consignee.
4.
ORIGIN OF THE MEAT & HEAT TREATMENT

Origin - Section 2 (i) and (ii) refer. The OV must obtain this information from the Food Business Operator (FBO) and state clearly if the meat is UK origin or if the products have been manufactured from chicken meat originating in another EU Member State and include the name and approval number of the establishment in the EU from where the meat has been sourced (this should be the oval mark details of the establishment).
Heat treatment – Section 6 refers. Namibia does not stipulate any specific requirements. The OV may certify this section based on his/her knowledge of the processing standards of the establishment and as supported by relevant FBO records and documentary evidence.

5.
NOTIFIABLE DISEASE CLEARANCE

Section 2 (iii) refers. The first paragraph of this section refers to freedom from notifiable avian influenza, Newcastle disease and Equine encephalomyelitis of the premises (farms) of origin of the birds and from which the meat has been produced. For birds of UK origin and in the absence of outbreaks of these notifiable diseases in the UK this paragraph may be certified by the OV provided he/she has received written authority (form 618NDC) which will be sent by Specialist Service Centre (SSC)Exports, Carlisle or the relevant issuing office in N. Ireland within 10 days before shipment. The 618NDC clearance will relate to birds of UK origin only.

In cases where outbreaks of any of these diseases are present in the UK and provided the principle of regionalisation has been applied, further guidance will be issued which will be dependent on the disease situation and the policy line (including licensing of poultry to slaughter)in place at the time.

If the flocks of origin of the birds from which the meat has been produced were located in another EU Member State, the exporter is responsible for obtaining written confirmation of these official assurances for disease freedom status of the farms and the area surrounding them from the veterinary authority of the country of origin. 
The second paragraph (premises monitored and found to be free from Salmonella enteritidis)- the OV may certify this based on the information received in the Food Chain Information (FCI) documents sent with the birds to slaughter and/or an statement from the flock veterinarian of the farms of origin of the birds to this end. This also applies to chicken flocks in other EU Member States.
6.
EU LEGISLATION 
Sections 2 (iv), (v), (vi); 3 (i), (ii), (iii) refer.   These sections may be certified by the OV on the basis of compliance with the relevant EU meat hygiene legislation:


Regulation EC 852/2004
-hygiene of foodstuffs


Regulation EC 853/2004
-hygiene rules for food of animal origin


Regulation EC 854/2004
-official controls on products of animal 
origin.


In the UK the EU legislation is implemented by the Food Hygiene (England) Regulations 2006, and its equivalent in the devolved regions and other EU Member States.

If the meat product(or its packaging) have been marked with the official EU oval health mark, the OV can assume that the meat has met all the requirements of the legislation and that it is deemed as fit for human consumption and place for sale in the EU market and therefore that it complies with all the sections above.
Approval for export: there’s no specific requirement for establishments to be approved for exports to Namibia. Any establishment in the EU licensed under the above EU legislation, and approved to apply the EU health mark on its products for placing in the EU market its product for free sale, is by default approved for export to Namibia.
7.
Means of transport and sealing of containers/vehicles:
Sections 5, 7, and 8 refer. The EU rules covering the means of transport are contained in the EU legislation laying down hygiene rules for food of animal origin and its official controls.  Vehicles must be clean and disinfected, must be secure against the entry of insects, dust and water, and must not be used to transport live animals or any other item likely to contaminate the poultry meat.

The OV is personally responsible to supervise the loading and sealing of the products at the time of dispatch and enter the seal number information (containers or vehicles) at section 7 of the certificate, and enter the place where this has taken place at section 8 of the certificate.
8.
DISCLAIMER
This certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country.  If these do not match, the exporter should contact the AHVLA Specialist Service Centre – Exports, in Carlisle, via the link below:

http://animalhealth.defra.gov.uk/about/contact-us/tradeexports.html 
7557NFG (Cleared 27/02/2013)
1

