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No: .............
HEALTH CERTIFICATE FOR THE EXPORT OF POULTRY MEAT AND POULTRY BASED PRODUCTS FROM THE UK TO MOROCCO

NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN (OV) AND EXPORTER
IMPORTANT: These notes provide guidance to Official Veterinarians (OV) and exporters. The NFG should have been issued to you together with export certificate 7571EHC. The NFG should not be read as a standalone document but in conjunction with certificate 7571EHC. 
1.
Scope of the certificate.

Export health certificate 7571EHC may be used for the export of poultry meat and poultry based products (not containing meat from other species) which bear the oval health mark (in the meat or its packaging), identifying the product as fit for human consumption in accordance with EU law, from the United Kingdom to the Kingdom of Morocco 
2.
Official Signature

This certificate may be signed by an Official Veterinarian, appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Scottish Government - Rural Executive, Welsh Government Department for Rural Affairs, or equivalent in the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland, who is on the appropriate panel for export purposes. OVs should apply the OV stamp to the certificate in the normal manner.

The health certificate must be signed and stamped with an OV stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK. 

A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the issuing office (in GB, to AHVLA, Specialist Service Centre – Exports, Wavell Drive, Carlisle CA1 2TB; and in Northern Ireland to DARD, Export section, Room 922  Dundonald House, Belfast BT4 3SB) within seven days of signature.

The OV should keep a copy for his/her own records.
3.
Central Competent Authority (SECTION I.3): This should be pre-printed in the certificate as ‘DEPARTMENT FOR ENVIRONMENT, FOOD AND RURAL AFFAIRS (DEFRA) OF UK’.

4.
Local Competent Authority (SECTION I.4):  This should be pre-printed to display the official body in the UK issuing the final certificate in the UK, as follows:
‘ANIMAL HEALTH AND VETERINARY LABORATORIES AGENCY’ for consignments certified in GB 

‘DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT OF NORTHERN IRELAND’ for consignments certified in N. Ireland.
5.
Forwarding agent (Section I.6): this refers to any intermediate
person, e.g. broker, that may be responsible for collecting the 
consignment upon arrival in Morocco for onward transport to destination. Delete this section if not applicable.
6.
Country and Region of origin (SECTION I.7 & I.8): both sections should be pre-printed in the certificate as ‘GB’ (ISO Country Code for the UK; there are no ISO region codes). 
7.
Identification of means of transport: the flight number, registration number, ship name etc should be entered, as appropriate.
8.
Seal numbers of containers: Consignments must be conveyed in means of transport or containers which are sealed such that no product may be added or removed without breaking the seal.

This requirement may cause problems where consignments do not form the whole pay-load of the means of transport.  In this case the transport vehicle must be opened on one or more occasions during the course of the journey to take on or drop off other goods.  An appropriate sealed “cage” or similar enclosure (trolley, shrink wrapped pallets, etc) which would itself be the “means of transport” carried within a transport vehicle is an acceptable solution to this problem.  The “cage” or similar enclosure must hold the goods securely and be sealed with a tamper proof seal in such a way that goods may not be added or removed without first breaking the seal.

If a “cage” is used, provided it is officially sealed as in above (no additions/removals possible without breaking the seal), it may be temporarily removed from the vehicle at any point in the journey (e.g. for storage at a distribution centre) prior to export.  

  
The seal number(s) must be entered at Section I.17 of the certificate.
9.
Certification of consignments as intended for human consumption (Section I.18): the meat should bear the official health mark of the UK establishment of origin and this section should be pre-ticked to certify that consignments as fit for human consumption.
10.
Notifiable Disease Clearance

HEALTH INFORMATION – SECTIONS A & B 


The OIE no longer refers to “notifiable” avian influenza. For the purpose of export certification, avian influenza (whether it is qualified as notifiable or not in the certificate) should be defined as per OIE Terrestrial Code Chapter 10.4 on Infection with Avian Influenza viruses:

For the purposes of the Terrestrial Code, avian influenza is defined as an infection of poultry caused by any influenza A virus of the H5 or H7 subtypes or by any influenza A virus with an intravenous pathogenicity index (IVPI) greater than 1.2 (or as an alternative at least 75 percent mortality) as described below. These viruses are divided into high pathogenicity avian influenza viruses and low pathogenicity avian influenza viruses:
a) High pathogenicity avian influenza viruses have an IVPI in six-week-old chickens greater than 1.2 or, as an alternative, cause at least 75 percent mortality in four-to eight-week-old chickens infected intravenously. H5 and H7 viruses which do not have an IVPI of greater than 1.2 or cause less than 75 percent mortality in an intravenous lethality test should be sequenced to determine whether multiple basic amino acids are present at the cleavage site of the haemagglutinin molecule (HA0); if the amino acid motif is similar to that observed for other high pathogenicity avian influenza isolates, the isolate being tested should be considered as high pathogenicity avian influenza virus;
b) Low pathogenicity avian influenza viruses are all influenza A viruses of H5 and H7 subtypes that are not high pathogenicity avian influenza viruses.
In the absence of low pathogenic avian influenza in the country of origin of the flocks, the first option certifying freedom from “notifiable” avian influenza (covering both high and low pathogenic influenza as defined above) should be selected by default.
Where the flocks of origin of the birds from which the meat originates are located in the UK, these paragraphs may be certified by the OV provided that he/she has received written authority (Form 618NDC) which will be sent to him/her by in GB  AHVLA, Specialist Service Centre, International Trade, Carlisle within 10 days before shipment. In Northern Ireland the local equivalent arrangements will apply.
If the flocks of origin of the birds are located outside the UK, the exporter is responsible to obtain the relevant official guarantees in Sections A & B directly from the authorities in the country of origin and make these available to the OV.
11.
PUBLIC HEALTH ASSURANCES - SECTION C OF THE CERTIFICATE 
These paragraphs may be certified on the basis that the meat 
bears the official oval EU health mark.   The conditions stated 
in these paragraphs on the certificate must have been satisfied 
in order for the 
health mark to be applied.


The EU Regulations referred to are Regulation 852/2004, 
Regulation 853/2004, and Regulation 854/2004, which lay down 
the conditions for slaughter and production of poultry meat for 
human consumption.   The Regulations include the requirements 
for applying the official oval health stamp, and the stamp 
confirms that the meat complies with all the conditions of the 
Regulations.  


In the UK the EU legislation is implemented by the Food Hygiene 
(England) Regulations 2006, and its equivalent in the devolved 
regions.

If the (carcass) meat (or its packaging) have been marked with 
the official EU oval health mark, the OV can assume that the meat has met all the requirements of the legislation above and the all the requirements of this section of the certificate.
All UK establishments licensed under the above EU/UK legislation are approved for export to Morocco by default.
12.
Disclaimer


This certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country.  If these do not match, the exporter should contact the AHVLA Specialist Service Centre – International Trade, in Carlisle, via the link below:

http://animalhealth.defra.gov.uk/about/contact-us/tradeexports.html 
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