No: .............
EXPORT OF ANIMAL FEED MATERIALS OF ANIMAL ORIGIN TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - 7709EHC

NOTES FOR GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN

Associated Documents: 7709EHC

IMPORTANT
These notes provide guidance to Official Veterinarians (OV) and exporters. The NFG should have been issued to you together with export certificate 7709EHC. The NFG should not be read as a standalone document but in conjunction with certificate 7709EHC. We strongly suggest that exporters obtain full details of the importing country’s requirements from the veterinary authorities in the country concerned, or their representatives in the UK, in advance of each consignment.
1.
SCOPE OF THE CERTIFICATE


This certificate may be used for the export to the United States of America of products of animal origin which are intended for animal consumption.  This may include compound feeds, feed additives or feed supplements containing ingredients of animal origin or those ingredients of animal origin used to make such feeds.  
The exact nature of the products which can be exported on this certificate will be specified in the valid import permit or official correspondence issued by the relevant authorities of the United States of America.  Typically the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) is the relevant authority, however, it is possible that other Departments or Agencies  may have their own requirements which will also need to be fulfilled. 

However, exporters and certifying veterinarians are reminded of the controls and prohibitions on the use and export to countries outside the EU of certain products of animal origin irrespective of the importing authority’s requirements.  The key controls and prohibitions are summarised below:

(i)
Article 43 of Regulation (EC) No. 1069/2009 (as amended) prohibits the export of Category 1 material, Category 2 material and products derived therefrom from any EU member state to any country outside the EU for the purposes of feeding to animals if no specific rules for such exports have been laid down under Regulation (EC) No. 142/2011 (as amended).  However, no such export rules currently exist.  
In England, Regulations (EC) No. 1069/2009 and (EC) No. 142/2011 (as amended) are enforced by the Animal By-Products (Enforcement) (England) Regulations 2011 (as amended).  Similar legislation exists in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.  
(ii)
Regulation (EC) No. 999/2001 (as amended) controls the production and use of fishmeal and other processed animal proteins, as defined under Annex I to Regulation (EC) 142/2011 (as amended), which are intended for animal consumption.  For the purposes of this certificate:

-
fishmeal and compound feed containing fishmeal must not be exported for feeding to ruminant animals.  However, milk replacers containing fishmeal may be exported for feeding to unweaned ruminants if permitted by the importing authorities and produced in accordance with the specific requirements of Regulation (EC) No. 999/2001 (as amended);

-
processed animal proteins derived from mammals and birds or products containing such proteins cannot be exported to countries outside the EU.  
However, if permitted by the importing authorities, compound feeds intended for feeding to aquaculture animals which contain processed animal proteins derived from pigs or from poultry may be exported.  
It should be noted that blood products are specifically excluded from the definition of processed animal proteins under Annex I to Regulation (EC) 142/2011 (as amended).  Blood products are therefore also outside the scope of this prohibition on the export of processed animal proteins and may be exported if permitted by the importing authorities. 
In England, Regulation (EC) No. 999/2001 (as amended) is enforced by the Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies (England) Regulations 2010 (as amended).  Similar legislation exists in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.  
2.
CERTIFICATION BY FULL TIME SALARIED OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN (VETERINARY OFFICER)
This certificate may be signed by a full time Veterinary Officer of the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), Scottish Government, Welsh Government or Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland (DARDNI). 

Veterinary Officers should sign and stamp the health certificate with their official stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.

A certified copy of the completed certificate must be returned to AHVLA Specialist Service Centre – International Trade in Carlisle or DARD, within seven days of issue. 
3.
Paragraph II(a) refers.  Establishments manufacturing products for animal consumption from unprocessed animal materials must be approved in accordance with Regulation (EC)1069/2009 (as amended). In England, this is enforced by the Animal By-Products (Enforcement) (England) Regulations 2011 (as amended). Similar legislation exists in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.


Certifying Veterinary Officers are advised that, in accordance with Articles 54 and 55 of regulation (EC) 1069/2009, references to regulation (EC) 1774/2002 shall be construed as references to Regulation (EC) 1069/2009 and that establishments, plants and users approved or registered in accordance with regulation (EC) 1774/2002 before 4 March 2011 shall be deemed to be approved or registered, as required, in accordance with regulation (EC) 1069/2009.


Alternatively, establishments which manufacture products for animal consumption using processed ingredients of animal origin must be approved or registered in accordance with Regulation (EC) 183/2005 laying down requirements for feed hygiene. In England, this is enforced by the Feed (Hygiene and Enforcement) (England) Regulations 2010 (as amended). Similar legislation exists in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

The approval or registration number may be confirmed on sight of a valid approval document or, for the UK premises, by reference to the responsible local AHVLA office.  The relevant approval or registration number should be entered in addition to the name and address of the manufacturer.
4.
Paragraph IV must be completed to accurately reflect the import requirements of the United States of America and the source of these requirements, including any relevant reference number, date of issue and issuing body. Any unused spaces should be struck through and initialled.  

Import permits issued by USDA APHIS will typically be headed ‘United States Veterinary Permit for Importation and Transportation of Controlled Materials and Organisms and Vectors’.  Under the ‘Restrictions and precautions for transporting and handling materials and all derivatives’ should appear one or more paragraphs in the following form:  


‘Each shipment must be accompanied by an ORIGINAL certificate endorsed by a full time salaried veterinarian of the agency responsible for animal health of the GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM certifying that {matters to be certified}.[This certification must CLEARLY correspond to the shipment by means of an invoice number, shipping marks, lot number or other identification method.]’

5.
On occasion, the USDA APHIS may not deem it necessary to issue a specific import permit for certain products.  In such cases, the requirements for veterinary certification may be laid out/specified in standard APHIS guidelines or contained within correspondence directed specifically to the importer.  Reference should therefore be made to this information when no USDA APHIS import permit is available and a copy attached to the certificate.  

6.
If there is not enough room for all the necessary information relating to the consignment on the certificate, please continue on additional sheets.  In such cases, the paragraphs in question should then be annotated “Continued on the attached additional schedule(s)”.  Each page of the additional schedule should bear a page number and the health certificate number, and must be stamped, signed and dated.  
The schedule(s) must be stapled with the certificate and the certifying official should “fan” and stamp over the pages of the schedule(s) and certificate.  One corner of the schedule(s) and certificate should be folded over and stamped also.  Any unused/blank spaces at these paragraphs and/or on the schedules should be deleted with diagonal lines.

7.
Paragraph IV may be certified on the basis of a declaration from an authorised signatory of the manufacturer and by reference to a valid USDA APHIS import permit or official correspondence.
Where possible, supporting evidence (for example approval or registration documents, health certificates for raw materials showing their country of origin, treatment records, supporting veterinary statements etc.) should be called for and put on file.  This may be particularly pertinent with respect to the prohibited animal products referred to in paragraph 1 above.  
The manufacturer must supply a declaration including exactly the same wording as the matters to be certified.  This must be signed by someone who has knowledge of and responsibility for the relevant parts of the production process. This person would ideally be a registered veterinarian who is familiar with the manufacturing plant and is able to carry out any necessary documentary checks.  If the declaration is not signed by a registered veterinarian, the managing director (or equivalent) of the company should provide a letter giving the name(s) and job title(s) of those authorised to give the declaration and the basis on which the declaration is made.  
In all cases, the declaration should include a clause indicating that the signatory is aware that making a false declaration is an offence and that he/she/the company accepts full responsibility for the possible loss of the consignment if any problems arise with the export should there be any dispute relating to the matters being declared. 

It is essential that the text in the manufacturer’s declaration and the text inserted in Paragraph IV is identical to the conditions stated in the import permit. In case of doubt the Specialist Service Centre – Exports, in Carlisle or DARD should be consulted.
The RCVS Guide to Professional Conduct 2012 states that [Veterinary Surgeons] “must not recklessly confirm what other people have stated”.  Where possible, supporting evidence for declarations should be called for and put on file.

8.
For the purposes of this certificate, any reference to ‘material ineligible for export’ should be interpreted as meaning any product or material which does not satisfy the conditions or is not specified in the USDA APHIS import permit or relevant official correspondence.  

Additionally, the reference to ‘BSE controlled- or undetermined-risk region’ should be interpreted in line with the BSE risk status stated in the import permit or official correspondence rather than the BSE risk status recognised by the World Organisation for Animal Health (formerly the OIE).  Should there be any discrepancy with a region or country’s BSE risk status, meaning that the certificate cannot be signed, then it is the exporter’s responsibility to liaise with their importer to negotiate with the appropriate importing authorities to revise their import permit or the official correspondence.

9.
DISCLAIMER
This certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country.  If these do not match, the exporter should contact the AHVLA Specialist Service Centre – Exports, in Carlisle, via the link below:

http://www.defra.gov.uk/ahvla-en/imports-exports/international-trade/ 
In Northern Ireland, contact the DARD trade administration team: 
e-mail – tradeadminpost@dardni.gov.uk

Phone - 0289 0520989
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