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VETERINARY CERTIFICATE FOR THE EXPORT OF FEED AND FEED ADDITIVES OF ANIMAL ORIGIN FOR PRODUCTIVE ANIMALS FROM UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND TO UKRAINE – 6937EHC

Notes for the Guidance of the Exporter and Certifying Official Veterinarian

Associated Documents: 6937EHC, 618NDC and 372DMR.

IMPORTANT
These notes provide guidance to Official Veterinarians (OV) and exporters. The NFG should have been issued to you together with export certificate 6937EHC. The NFG should not be read as a standalone document but in conjunction with certificate 6937EHC. 
We strongly suggest that exporters obtain full details of the importing country’s requirements from the veterinary authorities in the country concerned, or their representatives in the UK, in advance of each consignment. 
1.
Certification by an Official Veterinarian
This certificate may be signed by a Local Veterinary Inspector appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), The Scottish Government – Rural Directorate, Welsh Assembly Government, Department for Rural Affairs, or an Authorised Veterinary Inspector (AVI) appointed by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland (DARDNI), who is an Official Veterinarian (OV) on the appropriate panel for export purposes. OVs/AVIs should sign and stamp the health certificate with the OV/AVI stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.

A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the Specialist Service Centre – Exports, in Carlisle, within seven days of issue. 

The OV/AVI should keep a copy for his/her own records.

2.
Scope

Export health certificate 6937EHC may be used for the export of animal feed and feed additives intended for feeding to “productive animals” which contain fishmeal or a combination of fishmeal and milk products, from the United Kingdom to Ukraine.
For the purposes of this certificate, “productive animals” means farmed non-ruminant animals, poultry and other animals reared for the purposes of human consumption.

This certificate cannot be used for the export of consignments containing any ruminant protein (other than milk protein) or any processed animal protein derived from mammals or poultry.  The reasons for these exclusions are given elsewhere in these notes.

This certificate may, therefore, be used for the export of piglet diets and other similar products provided that all the guidance in these notes is followed.  
The certifying OV must be familiar with Regulation (EC) No 1774/2002(1), implemented in England by the Animal By-Products 
Regulations 2005.  Similar legislation applies in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.  
Copies of this document can be obtained from Europa online by searching via the following link:
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/RECH_consolidated.do 


Regulation (EC) 1774/2002 (as amended) states that processed animal protein means “animal protein derived entirely from Category 3 material, which have been treated in accordance with Chapter II of Annex VII so as to render them suitable for direct use as feed material or for any other use in feedingstuffs, including petfood, or for use in organic fertilisers or soil improvers; however, it does not include blood products, milk, milk-based products, colostrum, gelatine, hydrolysed proteins and dicalcium phosphate, eggs and egg-products, tricalcium phosphate and collagen”.
Regulation (EC) 1774/2002 (as amended) also states that fishmeal means “processed animal protein derived from sea animals, except

sea mammals”
Category 3 material is defined under Article 6 of Regulation (EC) 1774/2002 (as amended).

In accordance with Regulation (EC) 999/2001 (as amended)(2), processed animal proteins derived from ruminant animals or products(other than finished petfood) containing it cannot be exported by any EU Member State to a third country. 

This Regulation also states that processed animal protein derived from non-ruminant animals (other than fish) can only be exported to a third country provided it meets the following criteria:

(a)
it is not intended for feeding to ruminant animals or to any animals (with the exception of carnivorous fur-bearing animals) which are kept, fattened or bred by humans and used for the production of food (including meat, milk and eggs), wool, fur, feathers, skins or any other product of animal origin (however, the feeding of poultry-derived bloodmeal to fish is permitted).  

(b)
a specific written agreement from the importing third country (including adherence to the feeding prohibitions above) to the exporting EU Member State prior to export. 

No such written agreement exists between the UK and Ukraine.
Therefore, the only processed animal protein which can be present in consignments of animal feed/feed additives destined for Ukraine is fishmeal.

The fishmeal used must comply with the applicable requirements of Regulation (EC) 999/2001 (as amended) both in terms of its manufacture and its use.  This Regulation states that fishmeal or products containing fishmeal cannot be fed to ruminant animals and the packaging of the product must clearly indicate this.  

(1) Regulation (EC) No 1774/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 3 October 2002 laying down health rules concerning animal by-products not intended for human consumption
(2)   Regulation (EC) No 999/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 May 2001 laying down rules for the prevention, control and eradication of certain transmissible spongiform encephalopathies.

If the OV has any concerns that the consignment may contain processed animal protein derived from any species other than fish or that it is intended for a prohibited use then the certificate should not be signed and contact the Specialist Service Centre – Exports, Carlisle, should be consulted.
3.
Paragraph IV 1 refers 

Manufacturing establishments may be considered to be ‘approved on delivery of goods for export’ if they meet one of the following conditions:  
· For establishments handling unprocessed animal material, this may be signed on the basis of approval under Regulation (EC) 1774/2002 (as amended).  
· In the case of establishments handling pre-processed animal material, this may be signed on the basis of Regulation (EC) 999/2001 (as amended) which requires registering and monitoring of establishments in the EU producing feed for farmed animals, especially if the feed contains fishmeal or other animal ingredients. 


Regulations (EC) 1774/2002 and 999/2001 are implemented in England by the Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies (England) Regulations 2010 and the Animal By-Products Regulations 2005 respectively.  
Similar legislation applies in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

Confirmation of approval/registration/monitoring (as appropriate) may be confirmed on sight of suitable official documentation or by reference to the issuing AHDO.

4.
Notifiable Disease Clearance
Paragraph IV. 2. refers.  
It requires the product to: 
“originate from processing establishments which 
have not been placed under animal health restrictions”. 
This requirement should be interpreted as referring to current, rather than past restrictions.

The animal health restrictions referred to, relate to notifiable or reportable diseases to which the species from which the product was sourced are susceptible, at the time of their dispatch/certification from the establishment. 
The Official Veterinarian may certify paragraph IV. 2., regarding the non-restricted status of the processing establishment, on behalf of the Department provided written authority to do so has been obtained from the Specialist Service Centre – Exports, Carlisle, on form 618NDC.
5.
Paragraph IV. 3. may be certified on the basis of familiarity with the sourcing, processing and handling procedures in place at the processing establishment and examination of relevant records including relevant commercial documentation and veterinary certification as appropriate.  
6.
Paragraph IV. 4. refers. 
The ingredients of animal origin (fishmeal/milk) which can be used in animal feed must be derived from animals/milk which are/is fit for human consumption, i.e. starting material belonging to Category 3 under Regulation (EC) 1774/2002 (as amended).  
Thus, this section can be certified on the basis of the UK’s compliance with Council Directive 96/23/EC of 29 April 1996 on ‘measures to monitor certain substances and residues thereof in live animals and animal products’ and repealing Directives 85/358/EEC and 86/469/EEC and Decisions 89/187/EEC and 91/664/EEC. 
This compliance is achieved through the implementation of the Animals and Animal Products (Examination for Residues and Maximum Residue Limits) Regulations 1997 and a programme referred to as the National Surveillance Scheme (NSS).

On the basis of this Scheme, it can be considered that animal products for human consumption do not contain levels exceeding the limits permitted in the European Union of any antibiotic/veterinary medicinal product; any beta-agonist or any substances having a thyrostatic, oestrogenic, androgenic or oestrogenic action, which do not occur naturally; any pesticide; or any heavy metal, known to be harmful to human health. The NSS also covers PCBs. The legislation also requires the appropriate withdrawal periods to be observed when medicinal products are administered to animals.

In addition, Regulation (EC) 1774/2002 (as amended) states that animal by-products derived from products of animal origin containing residues and contaminants listed in Groups B(1), B(2) and B(3) of Annex I to Directive 96/23/EC (as amended) in excess of the permitted levels laid down by Community legislation (or, in the absence thereof, by national legislation) are classed as either Category 1 or 2 material and cannot therefore be used in the manufacture of the products covered by this certificate.  As a result, the manufacturing and supplying establishments’ compliance with Regulation (EC) 1774/2002 (as amended) can also support the signing of this paragraph.

7.
Paragraph IV. 5. refers.  
Fish meal and/or milk intended for animal feeds must have been subjected to the treatment specified in the Animal By-products Regulations 2005; this will ensure that the microbiological standard required of the end product – fish meal or milk – is met. 
Thus, this paragraph can be certified if it can be demonstrated that these ingredients were obtained from plants approved under the Animal By-products Regulations 2005.
8.
Paragraph IV. 6. refers.  
This requires the finished feed or feed additives intended for export to be specifically tested to ensure that the bacterial count for salmonella, enteropathogens and anaerobic microflora specified in the section is met.  
This may be certified on the basis of: 
· OV inspection of Reports relating to a batch of the specific consignment being exported, issued by *a government-approved laboratory; 

and/or
· familiarity with the processing establishment’s routine testing/monitoring regime and checking of relevant records.
The requirements with regard to absence of botulin toxin in the consignment may be certified on the basis of satisfactory results of routine monitoring (e.g. as part of a HACCP plan) of batches intended for export (e.g. by the mouse inoculation test, which is not necessarily carried out at the VLA, in which case any other laboratory approved by the government of another Member State may be used). 
   * A government-approved laboratory:

Any laboratory officially approved to carry out microbiological testing for this purpose. Contact the Specialist Service Centre – Exports, Carlisle, if it is necessary to check the approval status of a particular laboratory.
In the absence of established protocols for sampling, the number and quantity of samples to be taken from each batch intended for export 
for pooling and ultimate dispatch to the laboratory - should be similar to that used under the Feed Surveillance programme for mammalian protein. 
The certifying OV may obtain details of this, which are based on Commission Directive 76/371/EEC of 1 March 1976(3), from the Specialist Service Centre – Exports, Carlisle. 
9.
Paragraph IV. 8. refers.
This may be certified on the basis that the preparation of the means of transport complies with the ABP Regulations.
10.
Disclaimer
The DEFRA disclaimer (Form 372DMR) will be issued to the exporter with this certificate for his/her information.  The certificate is 
provided on the basis of information available at the time and may 

not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the 
certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country. If 

these do not match, the exporter should contact the Specialist Service Centre – Exports, in Carlisle, via the link below:

http://www.defra.gov.uk/animalhealth/about-us/contact-us/centrops.htm
(3) First Commission Directive 76/371/EEC of 1 March 1976 establishing Community methods of            sampling for the official control of feedingstuffs
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