No: .............
EXPORT TO TAIWAN OF EMBRYOS, OVA AND SEMEN COLLECTED FROM MICE AND OTHER RODENTS FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES – 7966EHC
NOTES FOR GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN AND EXPORTER

Associated Documents: 7966EHC 
IMPORTANT

These notes provide guidance to Official Veterinarians (OV) and exporters. The NFG should have been issued to you together with export certificate 7966EHC. The NFG should not be read as a standalone document but in conjunction with certificate 7966EHC. We strongly suggest that exporters obtain full details of the importing country’s requirements from the veterinary authorities in the country concerned, or their representatives in the UK, in advance of each consignment 

1.
Scope of the certificate
This certificate may be used for the export to Taiwan of semen, ova and embryos which were collected from mice and other rodents and which are intended for research purposes.  
This certificate must not be used for any semen, ova or embryos intended for artificial insemination.  
Information received from Taiwan’s Bureau of Animal and Plant Health Inspection and Quarantine (BAPHIQ) states that this material must comply with certain elements of their “Quarantine Requirements for the Importation of Laboratory Animals”.  

Specifically, this means compliance with requirements relating to packaging, labelling and transportation of the material and as well as the status of the facility involved.  See paragraphs 3, 4 and 5(a) below for more information.
2.
Certification by an Official Veterinarian (OV)
This certificate may be signed by an Official Veterinarian appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), Scottish Government, Welsh Government, or an Authorised Veterinary Inspector (AVI) appointed by the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA), who is an Official Veterinarian (OV) on the appropriate panel for export purposes, or who holds the appropriate Official Controls Qualification (Veterinary) (OCQ(V)) authorisation. 

OVs/AVIs should sign and stamp the health certificate with the OV/AVI stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.
A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) Centre for International Trade, in Carlisle, or to DAERA, within seven days of issue.
The OV/AVI should keep a copy for his/her own records.

3.
Paragraph I(c) - Type and number of packages
Further to paragraph 1 above, information received from BAPHIQ requires that the packaging follows the World Health Organisation’s (WHO) “Guidance on regulations for the Transport of Infectious Substances” and that the containers are clearly labelled to identify the contents.  
The “Guidance on regulations for the Transport of Infectious Substances” can be viewed online on the WHO website, at:

http://www.who.int/ihr/publications/who_hse_ihr_2015.2/en/
4.
Paragraph III(b) – Means of transportation
Further to paragraph 1 above, information received from BAPHIQ requires that the relevant cargo regulations of the International Air Transport Association (IATA) are followed.  These regulations can be viewed on line on IATA’s website at:
http://www.iata.org/publications/Pages/standards-manuals.aspx

5.
Paragraph IV – Health information
Paragraph IV may be certified on the basis of the following specific guidance in conjunction with any necessary evidence resulting from the OV’s familiarity with the sourcing, procurement, segregation, processing, handling and storage arrangements in place at the facility.  This should be supported as necessary by physical inspection and examination of relevant documentation and/or records including commercial documentation, veterinary statements and valid declarations.  

(a)
Paragraph IV(a) – Health monitoring and facility approval
Further to paragraph 1 above, BAPHIQ requires semen, ova and embryos to satisfy a specific requirement of their “Quarantine Requirements for the Importation of Laboratory Animals”.  This specific requirement is set out in paragraph IV(a).  
However, because this requirement originally relates to live animals the text should be interpreted to better reflect procedures which apply to the collection and processing of semen, ova and embryos.  The following guidance is provided with this in mind:
(i)
Health monitoring:

This may be certified on the basis of that the donor animals were kept in an animal facility in which suitably qualified technical staff carry out regular animal health checks.  This may be supported by the OV’s knowledge of the procedures in place at the animal facility and/or appropriately worded statements and supporting documentation as necessary from those responsible for the care of the animals resident at the facility.
(ii)
Facility approval by the competent authority of the United Kingdom: 

This may be certified on the basis that the facility identified in paragraph II(b) holds UKAS accreditation under ISO 17025 or ISO 9001. Defra as the UK central competent authority for trade in animals and animal products will accept approval of the premises for this purpose on the basis of UKAS accreditation.   
6.
If declarations are relied upon to support the completion of this certificate, these must be signed by someone who has knowledge of and responsibility for the relevant parts of the production process.  The managing director (or equivalent) of the company should provide a letter giving the name(s) and job title(s) of those authorised to give the declaration and the basis on which the declaration is made.  

The declaration should include a clause indicating that the signatory is aware that making a false declaration is an offence and that he/she accepts full responsibility if any problems arise with the export should there be any dispute relating to the matters being declared.  

The RCVS Guide to Professional Conduct 2012 states that [Veterinary Surgeons] “must not recklessly confirm what other people have stated”.  Where possible, supporting evidence should be called for and put on file.

7.
Disclaimer 
This certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country. 

If these do not match, the exporter should contact the APHA Centre for International Trade (CIT) – Exports in Carlisle, via the link below: 

http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/animal-and-plant-health-agency/about/access-and-opening#centre-for-international-trade-carlisle
In Northern Ireland, contact the DAERA trade administration team: 

e-mail
- tradeadminpost@dardni.gov.uk

Phone
- 0289 0520989
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