No: .............
EXPORT OF FISHERY PRODUCTS TO THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA
NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE CERTIFYING OFFICIAL AND EXPORTER

IMPORTANT

These notes provide guidance to the Certifying Official, whether Official Veterinarian or Official Inspector, and exporters. The NFG should have been issued to you together with export certificate 7305EHC. The NFG should not be read as a standalone document but in conjunction with certificate 7305EHC. We strongly suggest that exporters obtain full details of the importing country’s requirements from the veterinary authorities in the country concerned, or their representatives in the UK, in advance of each consignment. 

1. 
SCOPE OF THE CERTIFICATE 

Export health certificate 7305EHC may be used for the export of fishery products to Serbia.
It may be used for the export of fish and fishery products including molluscs and crustaceans for human consumption, raw or processed, but excluding live aquatic animals and the propagation materials thereof (e.g. materials used for aquaculture/breeding).

2. 
CERTIFICATION BY AN OFFICIAL INSPECTOR  

This certificate may be signed by an Official Inspector (which, for the purpose of this certificate, shall mean either a Local Environmental Health Officer – EHO or, where appropriate, an Official Veterinarian (OV)).

· CERTIFICATION BY AN EHO: The certificate will be sent to, and should be completed by, an EHO named/nominated by the exporter to AHVLA Specialist Service Centre – Exports, Carlisle at the time of application. 
The Certificate should be signed and stamped with the relevant stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.

Once a certificate has been issued, a copy must be sent, within 7 days of issue, to: 

AHVLA Specialist Service Centre – Exports 
Hadrian House, Wavell Drive, 
Rosehill Industrial Estate, Carlisle CA1 2TB. 

The Official Inspector should keep a copy for his/her own records.

3.
ELIGIBILITY TO EXPORT

Only establishments approved under Regulation (EC) No. 853/2004 to process fish and fishery products are eligible to export to Serbia. 

An establishment may be regarded as authorised to export fish to 
Serbia, provided that such an establishment is listed on the Food Standards Agency website, at:
http://www.food.gov.uk/foodindustry/farmingfood/fishapprove/
4.
 HEALTH INFORMATION
· Paragraph IV 1): 

Absence of harmful levels of pollutants, pesticides and antimicrobial substances may be signed on the basis of compliance with Council Directive 96/23/EC, which is implemented by the Animals and Animal Products (Examination for Residues and Maximum Residue Limits) Regulations 1997 and a programme referred to as the National Surveillance Scheme (NSS). On the basis of this scheme, it can be considered that animal products for human consumption do not contain levels exceeding the limits permitted in the European Union of any antibiotic/veterinary medicinal product; any beta-agonist or any substances having a thyrostatic, oestrogenic, androgenic or gestogenic action, which do not occur naturally; any pesticide; or any heavy metal, known to be harmful to human health. The NSS also covers PCBs.
· Paragraph IV. 2): 
This paragraph may be certified on the basis that current EU limits for radionuclides in food only apply to agricultural imports from third countries contaminated by the Chernobyl accident (EC Regulation 737/90 and amendments). This establishes a limit for Cs-134 + Cs-137 of 600 Bq/kg. 
The FSA, in association with the environment agencies, publishes an annual report – Radioactivity in Food and the Environment – which summarises the results of such monitoring and any additional monitoring carried out on the basis of risk e.g. around the nuclear sites. 
The results of this monitoring over the years, demonstrate that even the most exposed members of the public received radiation doses from consumption of food and exposure to environmental radioactivity due to discharges and direct radiation that were below the statutory United Kingdom annual dose limit to members of the public of 1 mSv (millisievert) i.e. below European Union limits and within Government targets. 

Current Codex guideline levels for radionuclides (in internationally traded food) only apply following accidental nuclear contamination. 

· Paragraph IV. 3), 4), 5) and 6): 
These may be signed on the basis that fish and fishery products produced in an approved establishment, demonstrate compliance with EU Regulations (EC) 853/2004 and 854/2004, and are marked with the appropriate oval identification mark. . In the UK, the EU Regulation is implemented by the Food Hygiene Regulation 2006.

· Paragraph IV. 7):

The Microbiological Criteria Regulation 2073/2005 establishes microbiological criteria for certain microorganisms and provides rules to be complied with.  These Regulations specify criteria for shelled and shucked products of cooked crustaceans and molluscan shellfish only. 
This Regulation is implemented in the UK by the Food Hygiene 
Regulations 2006. On this basis, IV.7) can be signed for all shellfish and fish produced in accordance with the Regulations. 
5.
FOOTNOTES to 7305EHC

(6) Na svaku stranicu moraju se staviti pečat i potpis / The Official stamp and the  
     signature must appear on all separated pages.

This footnote, superscripted as (6) should be ignored, as it is not relevant to any of the information on the certificate, which was supplied as a finished model by the Serbian competent authority.

6. 
DISCLAIMER

This certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country.  If these do not match, the exporter should contact the AHVLA Specialist Service Centre – Exports, in Carlisle, via the link below:
http://www.defra.gov.uk/animalhealth/about-us/contact-us/centrops.htm
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