











No: .............
EXPORT OF NON-VIABLE MARINE CRUSTACEANS, OTHER THAN BRINE SHRIMP EGGS, PRAWNS, FRESHWATER CRAYFISH AND CRUSTACEAN MEAL, FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION TO AUSTRALIA 
NOTES FOR GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN, ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH OFFICER AND EXPORTER
Associated documents: 7820EHC.
IMPORTANT

These notes provide guidance to Environmental Health Officers (EHOs), Official Veterinarians (OVs) and exporters. The NFG should have been issued to you together with export certificate 7820EHC. The NFG should not be read as a standalone document but in conjunction with certificate 7820EHC. We strongly suggest that exporters obtain full details of the importing country’s requirements from the veterinary authorities in the country concerned, or their representatives in the UK, in advance of each consignment. 

1.
SCOPE OF THE CERTIFICATE

Export health certificate 7820EHC may be used for the export of non-viable crustaceans for human consumption to Australia. 
2.
CERTIFICATION BY AN OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN (OV)
This certificate may be signed by an Environmental Health Officer (EHO) appointed by the local authority in whose jurisdiction the export premises is located or by an OV appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, the Scottish Government - Rural Affairs or the Welsh Government, who is on the appropriate panel for export purposes or who holds the appropriate Official Controls Qualification (Veterinary)(OCQ(V)) authorisation, or an Authorised Veterinary Inspector (AVI) appointed by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland (DARDNI). 

EHOs/OVs/AVIs should sign and stamp the health certificate with, in the case of EHOs with an official local authority stamp or, in the case of OVs with an OV stamp the OV/AVI stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.

A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the issuing office (in GB – the Centre for International Trade, Carlisle) within seven days of signing, or in the case of Northern Ireland, to DARD, Dundonald House, Belfast.

The OV/AVI should keep a copy for his/her own records.

3.
IMPORT PERMIT
An Import Permit is not required for non-viable marine crustaceans for human consumption.
4.
CLASSIFICATION OF PRODUCT
Non-viable marine crustaceans are categorised as crustaceans other than brine shrimp eggs, prawns, freshwater crayfish and crustacean meal. 
Conditions in 7820EHC do not cover species of freshwater crustaceans (e.g. Machrobrachium spp.), sometimes also referred to as scampi.
Only dead crustaceans are permitted entry.  All consignments must be clean and free from extraneous material such as plant materials, snails or oysters or other prohibited material.
5.
STORAGE AND ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION
Consignments of frozen product must be accompanied by a declaration stating that the product has been held at –18°C for at least 7 days. Consignments with this type of documentation are to be subject to random inspections only to verify freezing.
Consignments of fresh chilled crustacean meat i.e. no shells must be accompanied by a supplier’s declaration stating that the consignment contains non-viable crustacean meat only (no shells). Consignments with this type of documentation are to be subject to random inspections only to verify freedom from contamination.
6.
HEALTH ATTESTATION
Part IV of 7820EHC can be certified on the basis of examination of relevant records and familiarity with the production process, along with a manufacturer’s declaration indicating the storage procedures used. It should be indicated in which category the product is classed by using the relevant deletion.
7.
DISCLAIMER

This certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country.  If these do not match, the exporter should contact the Centre for International Trade - Carlisle, via the link below:

http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/animal-and-plant-health-agency/about/access-and-opening#centre-for-international-trade-carlisle
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