








No: .............
EXPORT OF FEEDSTUFF CONTAINING RAW MATERIALS OF ANIMAL ORIGIN TO THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA - 6965EHC




NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE CERTIFYING OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN

Associated Documents: 6965EHC 

IMPORTANT

These notes provide guidance to Official Veterinarians (OV) and exporters. The NFG should have been issued to you together with export certificate 6965EHC. The NFG should not be read as a standalone document but in conjunction with certificate 6965EHC. We strongly suggest that exporters obtain full details of the importing country’s requirements from the veterinary authorities in the country concerned, or their representatives in the UK, in advance of each consignment. 
1.
SCOPE OF THE CERTIFICATE
Export health certificate 6965EHC may be used for the export of feedstuff containing raw materials of animal origin to the Republic of Serbia. 

NOTE: If the feed contains no raw material of animal origin, 6966EHC 
should be used instead.  
2.
CERTIFICATION BY AN OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN (OV)
This certificate may be signed by a Local Veterinary Inspector appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), Scottish Executive Environment and Rural Affairs Department (SEERAD), National Assembly for Wales Agricultural Department (NAWAD), or an Authorised Veterinary Inspector (AVI) appointed by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland (DARDNI), who is an Official Veterinarian (OV) on the appropriate panel for export purposes. OVs should sign and stamp the health certificate with the OV stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.

A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the Centre for International Trade, Carlisle or Divisional Veterinary Officer in NI (DVO-NI) within seven days of issue. OVs should keep a copy for his/her own records.
3.
EXPORTER'S DECLARATION


Paragraph 9. refers. The exporter must supply a written declaration including exactly the same wording as the matters to be certified. This must be signed by someone who has knowledge of and responsibility for the relevant parts of the production process and is aware of the requirements. The declaration should include a clause indicating that the signatory is aware that making a false declaration is an offence. The OV should examine the declaration and if required make any other enquiries he/she may consider appropriate to verify the statement. Where possible, supporting evidence (for example, health certificates for raw materials showing their country of origin) should be called for and put on file. 

The RCVS Guide to Professional Conduct states that [Veterinary Surgeons] "must not recklessly confirm what other people have stated".

The statement must not be attached to the certificate but should be retained by the OV for record purposes.
4.
COMPLETION OF PARTS 3 AND 4

3.1 – Country:
The country of origin is the country in which the finished products were produced, manufactured or packaged or in which the animals were kept during the required period, i.e. “United Kingdom”.

3.2 – ISO Code: The ISO Code for United Kingdom is “GB”

4.1 – Responsibly Ministry: “Defra”

4.2 – Certifying Department: 
The certifying OV should enter “Animal Health Veterinary Laboratories Agency” for GB and “DARD” for Northern Ireland.  
5.
NOTIFIABLE DISEASE CLEARANCE
Commensurate with the level of processing of the products, assurances relating to disease clearance are regarded as not necessary.
6. 
RESIDUES
Paragraph 9.8 can be signed on the basis of the UK National Surveillance Scheme for residues. All member states of the EU are required by Council Directive 96/23/EC to operate a monitoring programme for specified residues in meat.  This Directive is implemented in the UK by the Animals and Animal Products (Examination for Residues and Maximum Residue Limits) Regulations 1997 and the programme in question is referred to as the National Surveillance Scheme (NSS). On the basis of this scheme, it can be considered that meat and meat products do not contain levels exceeding the limits permitted in the European Union (Regulation 2377/90/EEC) of any antibiotic/veterinary medicinal product; any beta-agonist or any substances having a thyrostatic, oestrogenic, androgenic or gestogenic action, which do not occur naturally; any pesticide; or any heavy metal, known to be harmful to human health. 

7.
RADIOACTIVITY
Paragraph 9.9 refers. The United Kingdom has a comprehensive programme in place to monitor radioactivity in food and the environment. The results demonstrate that even the most exposed members of the UK public received radiation doses from consumption of local food and exposure to environmental radioactivity (due to discharges and direct radiation) that were below the statutory EU annual dose limit to members of the public of 1 millisievert per year from artificially-produced radionuclides as set in the Council Directive 96/29/Euratom of 13 May 1996.
8.
DISCLAIMER


This certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country.  If these do not match, the exporter should contact the AHVLA Specialist Service Centre –International Trade, in Carlisle, via the link below:

http://animalhealth.defra.gov.uk/about/contact-us/tradeexports.html 
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