EXPORT OF CATS FROM GREAT BRITAIN TO THE SOLOMON ISLANDS

NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN AND EXPORTER

We suggest that exporters obtain full details of the importing country’s requirements from the veterinary authorities in the country concerned, or their representatives in the UK, in advance of each consignment and compare the import conditions with the assurances provided in the export health certificate.

A.
SUMMARY OF REQUIREMENTS: (Refer below for more detailed information)

· An import permit must be obtained from the Department of Agriculture and Lands in the Solomon Islands.

(
Export health certificate issued by DEFRA.

· A written declaration must be received from the owner/exporter stating that the cat has been in Great Britain during the past six months or since birth, that it has not been in contact with animals suffering from infectious or contagious diseases during the 30 days prior to export, and that it has been neutered.

· The cat must be vaccinated against feline calicivirus, feline enteritis and rhinotracheitis not less than 30 days and not more than 12 months prior to export.

(
On two occasions being at least 48 hours apart and within 10 days of export the cat was treated against tapeworms using a preparation containing praziquantel.

(
The cat must be treated against roundworms, hookworms and whipworms within 10 days of export.

(
The cat must be treated against external parasites within 96 hours of export.

(
The cat must be examined by an Official Veterinarian within 48 hours of export.

Note:  This summary sets out, to the best of the Department’s knowledge, the import requirements for the Solomon Islands.
B.
NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE EXPORTER

1.
IMPORT PERMIT


An import permit is required for all exports of cats to the Solomon Islands. This is obtainable from the Department of Agriculture and Lands, P O Box G13, Honiara, Solomon Islands.

2.
EXPORT HEALTH CERTIFICATE

All cats exported to the Solomon Islands from Great Britain must be accompanied by export health certificate 4509EHC.


Application form (EXA01) should be completed and forwarded to APHA.


On receipt of your application form, the APHA will issue the certificate to your nominated Official Veterinarian, who will then complete the certification.


An OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN is a private veterinarian who is appointed by DEFRA to carry out export certification.

If you do not know the name of a Ministry approved OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN, APHA will be able to advise you of those in your area.

3.
ORIGIN


Cats imported into Great Britain from any country other than Australia or New Zealand must complete six months quarantine before re-export to the Solomon Islands.

4.
NEUTERING OF ANIMALS


Cats must be neutered prior to importation into the Solomon Islands. 

5.
OWNER’S DECLARATION


In order for the Official Veterinarian to sign the export health certificate it will be necessary for the owner of the cat to be exported to provide a declaration to the OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN.  The declaration must state the following:

(i)
the said cat has been continuously resident in Great Britain 

during the past six months or since birth;

(ii)
the said cat has been neutered;

(ii)
the said cat has not been in contact with animals suffering from infectious or contagious disease, during the 30 days immediately prior to the date of export.

6.
TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS


Cats may only be exported to the Solomon Islands as air freight.  During transit the animals are not allowed outside the confines of the aircraft or recognised customs/quarantine airport facilities.


The Veterinary/Livestock Division of the Department of Agriculture and Lands in the Solomon Islands must be notified in advance of the expected date and time of arrival of the animals.

6.
ON ARRIVAL IN THE SOLOMON ISLANDS


On arrival in the Solomon Islands the animals must be inspected by an officer of the Veterinary/Livestock Division of the Department of Agriculture and Lands prior to release from the port of entry.

C.
NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN

1.
PRE-EXPORT EXAMINATION


Paragraph IV a) refers.  Genus Echidnophaga (Echidnophaga gallinacea) Stickfast or Sticktight flea.  This species is widely distributed in tropical and subtropical countries and it also occurs in Australia, but is not reported in Great Britain.  It is a dangerous pest of poultry, but may also attack other birds, cats, dogs, horses, rabbits, rats and man.  The female flea burrows into the skin of the host causing the formation of swellings which ulcerate.  Eggs are laid in these lesions.  The eggs hatch in the lesions and the larvae drop out and develop, as those of other species of fleas do, on the ground, where they become adults in about a month.

2.
TREATMENTS


Paragraphs IV e), f) and g) refer.  It is essential that licenced products are used for treatments.


Paragraph IV e) refers (treatment against tapeworms).  The import requirements state that two treatments with praziquantel should be given at least 48 hours apart and within 10 days of export.  In most circumstances, single dose treatments with praziquantel preparations are recommended.  In case of doubt concerning the administration of treatment outside data sheet recommendations, the OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN is advised to contact the manufacturer for further information.

3.
VACCINATION


Paragraph IV h) refers.  Copies of the vaccination certificates must be attached to the export health certificate.

4.
NOTIFIABLE DISEASE CLEARANCE


Paragraph IV j) refers.  This paragraph may be certified provided written authority to do so has been obtained from APHA on form 618NDC.
5.
COMPLETION OF CERTIFICATE


The health certificate must be signed and stamped with an official OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN stamp in any ink colour OTHER THAN BLACK.

6.
A copy of the completed certificate must be sent to APHA within 7 days of signing.

7.
WELFARE DURING TRAVEL 
Welfare conditions during transport are laid down by Council Regulation EC 1/2005, implemented in England by The Welfare of Animals (Transport) (England) Order 2006, and parallel legislation in Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland.

Exporters must comply with the UK welfare laws relating to the export of animals. If transported by air, animals should be transported in accordance with International Air Transport Association (IATA) standards. 

Further information about the necessary requirements may be obtained from the Animal Welfare Team at any of the offices mentioned below:

England, Scotland & Wales  

Welfare in Transport Team at the APHA Centre for International Trade - Carlisle, via the link below:
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/animal-and-plant-health-agency/about/access-and-opening#centre-for-international-trade-carlisle
Northern Ireland  


Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs, Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Road, Ballymiscaw, Belfast, BT4 3SB.

DAERA Helpline number 0300 200 7852.

DAERA Helpline email daerahelpline@daera-ni.gov.uk 

DAERA Textphone 18001 0300 200 7852

8.
DISCLAIMER

This certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country.  If these do not match, the exporter should contact the Centre for International Trade - Carlisle, via the link below:

http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/animal-and-plant-health-agency/about/access-and-opening
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