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EXPORT OF CHICKEN HATCHING EGGS AND DAY-OLD CHICKS OF DOMESTIC FOWL TO ZIMBABWE 

NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN AND EXPORTER

Scope of the certificate.
1.
This certificate may be used for the export of hatching eggs or day old 

chicks of domestic fowl (Gallus gallus) to Zimbabwe.

This certificate can be used for the export of day-old chicks hatched from imported hatching eggs.
Official Signature
2.
This certificate may be signed by an Official Veterinarian, appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Scottish Government – Rural Directorate, Welsh Assembly Government – Department for Rural Affairs, or equivalent in the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland, who is on the appropriate panel for export purposes. OVs should apply the OV stamp to the certificate in the normal manner.

The health certificate must be signed and stamped with an OV stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.

A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the issuing office (in GB, Centre for International Trade-Carlisle) within seven days of signature. 

The OV/AVI should keep a copy for his/her own records.

Import Permit

3.
Exporters should be reminded that their customer must apply for an 

import permit from the Government of Zimbabwe at:


Division of Livestock and Veterinary Services, Ministry of 

Agriculture, PO Box CY66, Causeway, Harare, Zimbabwe.

Tel  791516 or 707683.

Support certification
4.
Paragraphs IV (a), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (l), (o), (q), (r), (s), (t), and (u) refer.   When the flock of origin is inspected by a different veterinarian from the certifying OV, the flock veterinarian should complete form 834SUP(Support Health Certificate), certifying that the requirements in these paragraphs are complied with.    The 

support health certificate will be provided by the issuing office (in GB,  Centre for International Trade Carlisle) at the same time as the principal certificate.
In the case of flocks of origin located in other Member States of the EU or in Third Countries, hatching eggs from those flocks should have been imported into the UK accompanied by an EU TRACES certificate or CVED certificate (Third Countries), which will provide some of the assurances about the flocks of origin.   The OV must inspect the TRACES/CVED certificate(s) to make sure that they are in order. Where any assurance with regards to the flock(s) of origin is not provided in the certificates above, it is the exporter’s responsibility to get the necessary statements from the flock veterinarian and make them available to the certifying OV.

Evidence of disease should be interpreted as including clinical signs, 

information derived from flock production and mortality records, laboratory 

test records and 
pathological reports.


Notifiable Disease Clearance

5.
Paragraphs IV (b), (j), (k)(ii) and (w) may be certified on behalf 

of the Department provided the OV has received written


authority (Form 618NDC) which will be sent to him/her within 10 days 
before shipment.

In the case of day-old chicks hatched from imported eggs, some of the official clearances will be contained in the TRACES/CVED certificate. If necessary, it is the exporter’s responsibility to get the relevant statements from the competent authority in the country of origin and make them available to the certifying OV.

Clinical inspection


6.
The inspection at paragraph IV (a) must be carried out within 28 days prior to shipment.   The inspection at paragraph IV (x) must be carried out on the day of export.


Salmonella Monitoring
7.
Paragraph IV (f) refers.  Paragraph IV (f) may be certified on 

the basis that the flock(s) of origin have been routinely 

monitored as required under the National Control Plan for Salmonella (in compliance with EU Regulation 2160/2003/EC)or an equivalent official programme in the country of origin of the flocks.   If the OV signing the certificate does not 

have personal knowledge of all the flock(s) of origin, he/she should 

seek the necessary assurances from the OV(s) responsible for the 

flock(s) of origin.



Poultry Health Scheme Membership
8.
Paragraphs IV (g) and (r) refer.  The OV can certify membership of a 
poultry health scheme provided written authority has been received on form 618NDC.   This form will certify membership alone.  
In the case of day-old chicks hatched from imported eggs, this official assurance may be contained in the TRACES/CVED certificate. If necessary, it is the exporter’s responsibility to get the relevant statements from the competent authority in the country of origin and make them available to the certifying OV.
Concerning the laboratory test results, The OV must satisfy himself/herself by inspecting the relevant laboratory records that the test results have all been negative.


Disinfection of the eggs
9.
Paragraph IV (m) refers. The eggs must be disinfected as 

soon as possible after collection, and certainly prior to admission to the hatchery.  Appropriate standards are laid down in the Office International d’Epizooties (OIE) Terrestrial Animal Health Code (2004 edition, Article 3.4.1.7.  The recommendations are: (a) fumigation with 
formaldehyde; or (b) spraying with or immersion in an egg shell disinfectant in accordance with the manufacturers’ instructions; or (c) made hygienic by another method approved by the competent veterinary authorities.




Mycoplasma synoviae test

10.
Paragraph IV (s) refers.   The test must be carried out either at AHVLA/Institute of Biosciences Stormont or at a laboratory approved under the Poultry Health Scheme/NIPHAS or a laboratory officially approved in the country of origin for serological testing for Mycoplasma.   The numbers to be tested for 95% confidence/ 5% prevalence are as follows:

Number of birds


Number of samples


in flock




to be taken


up to 20




all


20-29




20


30-39




25


40-49




30


50-59




35


60-89




40


90-199




50


200-499




55


500 or more



60


No paragraph (i)
11.
Note that the paragraph notation in the certificate reads IV 

(h) to IV (j) with paragraph IV (i) omitted.  This is 

intentional to avoid confusion, as roman numeral ‘i’ may be  

used to number indented sub-paragraphs

12.
Disclaimer
      The DEFRA disclaimer (Form 372DMR) will be issued to the exporter with this certificate for his/her information.  The certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country.  If these do not match, the exporter should contact the Central Operations for Exports in Carlisle via the link below:

      http://www.defra.gov.uk/animalhealth/about-us/contact-us/centrops.htm
13.
Welfare of Animals


Welfare conditions during transport are laid down by Council Regulation EC 1/2005, implemented in England by The Welfare of Animals (Transport) (England) Order 2006, and parallel legislation in Scotland and Wales and N.Ireland.

Exporters must comply with the British welfare laws relating to the export of animals. If transported by air, animals should be transported in accordance with International Air Transport Association (IATA) standards. Information about the necessary requirements may be obtained from the Animal Welfare Team at any of the offices mentioned below:


ENGLAND
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 9 Millbank, c/o 17 Smith Square, London, SW1P 3JR


Tel: 020 7238 5865 / Fax: 020 7238 6009

SCOTLAND
Scottish Government – Rural Directorate, 

Pentland House, 47 Robb’s Loan, Edinburgh, EH14 1TW  Tel: 0131 556 8400 ext 6181 / Fax: 0131 244 6616;

WALES
Welsh Assembly Government – Department for Rural Affairs,
 Crown Buildings, Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF1 3NQ


Tel: 02920 823593 / Fax: 02920 823352

NORTHERN IRELAND
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland, Animal Welfare Section, Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Road, Belfast, BT4 3SB

Tel: 028 9052 4580 / Fax 028 9052 5012 
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