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No: .................

EXPORT OF HATCHING EGGS AND DAY OLD POULTRY TO THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE SUDAN

NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN (OV) AND EXPORTER

Scope of the certificate.
1.
This certificate is for the export of hatching eggs and day old birds of the domestic poultry species (chickens, turkeys and ducks) to the Democratic Republic of the Sudan.   Note that since South Sudan seceded from the northern part of the country in 2011, this certificate should not be used for exports to South Sudan.  Exporters should contact AHVLA Carlisle if they wish to export to South Sudan.

Official Signature
2.
This certificate may be signed by an Official Veterinarian, appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Scottish Government - Rural Directorate, Welsh Government Department for Rural Affairs, or equivalent in the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland, who is on the appropriate panel for export purposes. OVs should apply the OV stamp to the certificate in the normal manner.

The health certificate must be signed and stamped with an OV stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.

A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the issuing office: in GB to AHVLA, Specialist Service Centre, International Trade, Carlisle; and in Northern Ireland to DARD,  Room 922  Dundonald House, Belfast, within seven days of signature.

The OV should keep a copy for his/her own records.
3.
SUPPORT CERTIFICATION

Paragraphs IV (b), (e), and (f) refer. In situations where the flock of origin is attended by a different veterinarian from the certifying OV, the latter may complete the export health certificate on the basis of a support certificate from the flock veterinarian, 331SUP, which will be issued by SSC- Carlisle at the same time as the principal health certificate. 


Means of Transportation

4.
Paragraph III (b) refers.   The OV should write ‘air’, ‘sea’ or ‘road’ as appropriate, and provide the flight number, ship name,  or  truck registration. 


Clinical Examination of the Chicks

5.
Paragraph IV. (a) refers.  The examination should take place on the same date as the birds are despatched.  In the case of exports of hatching eggs this paragraph must be deleted.

Health in the Flocks of Origin

6.
Paragraph IV.(b) refers. ‘Evidence’ should be understood to include clinical signs, information from production and mortality records, laboratory reports and pathological examinations. The paragraph refers to frank outbreaks of clinical disease, and is not concerned with pathogens which are effectively controlled by vaccination programmes.


Notifiable Disease Clearance
7.
Paragraphs IV. (c) and  (d) refer. These paragraphs may be certified by the OV provided that he/she has received written authority (Form 618NDC) which will be sent to him/her by SSC- Carlisle within 10 days before shipment. In Northern Ireland the local equivalent arrangements will apply.  


In paragraph IV(d) the OV must delete ONLY those lines which do NOT apply.   

In the case where the UK HAS been affected by a recent outbreak, but the OV thinks that the export might be able to proceed on the basis of options (ii) or (iii), the OV should consult the issuing office [in GB, Animal Health, Specialist Service Centre (SSC)– Exports, Carlisle; or the equivalent issuing office in N. Ireland].    



Testing under a Poultry Health Scheme

8.
Paragraph IV (e) refers.


Directive 2009/158/EC is the European poultry trade Directive.   Poultry traded between member states of the EU must comply with the Directive.   All of the conditions in the Directive are fully implemented in GB by the Poultry Health Scheme (PHS), and in Northern Ireland by the Northern Ireland Poultry Health and Assurance Scheme (NIPHAS).   Therefore membership of either of these schemes means that the premises are officially approved and tested for these diseases in accordance with Directive 2009/158/EC.


Current membership of the PHS or NIPHAS will be confirmed in a written statement (form 618NDC) which will be sent to the OV by the issuing office  (in GB, Animal Health, Specialist Service Centre (SSC)– Exports, Carlisle) within 10 days before shipment.
Note that the OV is personally responsible for checking that testing has been carried out, and that all the laboratory results have been negative (or in the case of doubtful results, have proved negative on further investigation).

Testing for Mycoplasma synoviae
9.
Paragraph IV (f) refers. Note that in the case of an export of 
ducks the paragraph must be deleted, as ducks are not 
considered to be affected by Mycoplasma infections.

The routine testing carried out under the rules of the PHS or NIPHAS does not include M.synoviae. Therefore it is necessary to conduct an additional test specifically for this infection.  PHS/NIPHAS testing for 
M.gallisepticum is carried out at least every 90 days during lay, with sufficient samples taken to give 95% probability of detecting infection at a prevalence of at least 5%.   The 
necessary number of samples is given in the table below.  It 
will be sufficient if the last set of samples taken for the M.gallisepticum testing under the PHS/NIPHAS is also tested for M.synoviae.   These tests must all be carried out at a laboratory approved by Defra for Mycoplasma testing under the PHS/NIPHAS provided the laboratory is also UKAS (ISO17025) accredited for M. synoviae serology testing.


Note that in this case the term 'flocks of origin' should be taken to mean 'farms of origin', therefore 60 samples should be collected per farm.








The number of samples necessary to achieve 95% probability of detecting infection at a prevalence of 5% is given in the following table:


Number of birds


Number of samples


in flock




to be taken


up to 20




all


20-29




20


30-39




25


40-49




30


50-59




35


60-89




40


90-199




50


200-499




55


500 or more



60


Disclaimer

10.
This certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country.  If these do not match, the exporter should contact the AHVLA Specialist Service Centre – International Trade, in Carlisle, via the link below:

http://animalhealth.defra.gov.uk/about/contact-us/tradeexports.html 

Welfare of Animals
 11.
Welfare conditions during transport are laid down by Council Regulation EC 1/2005, implemented in England by The Welfare of Animals (Transport) (England) Order 2006, and parallel legislation in Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland.

Exporters must comply with the UK welfare laws relating to the export of animals. If transported by air, animals should be transported in accordance with International Air Transport Association (IATA) standards. 

Further information about the necessary requirements may be obtained from the Animal Welfare Team at any of the offices mentioned below:
ENGLAND, Scotland & Wales  

Welfare in Transport Team at the AHVLA

Specialist Service Centre –International Trade - at Carlisle, via the link below:
http://animalhealth.defra.gov.uk/about/contact-us/tradeexports.html 
Northern Ireland  
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland, Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Road, Ballymiscaw, Belfast, BT4 3SB. DARD Helpline number 0300 200 7852. DARD Helpline email dardhelpline@dardni.gov.uk 

DARD Textphone 028 9052 4420
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