








No: .............
EXPORT OF DAY OLD CHICKS TO SRI LANKA

NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN AND THE EXPORTER


Scope of the certificate

1.
This certificate is for the export of day old chicks of the fowl 

species Gallus gallus to Sri Lanka.

Associated documents: 408EHC, 408SUP, 618NDC and 372DMR.

Official Signature
2.
This certificate may be signed by a Official Veterinarian appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), The Scottish Government – Rural Directorate, Welsh Assembly Government, Department for Rural Affairs, or an Authorised Veterinary Inspector (AVI) appointed by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland (DARDNI), who is an Official Veterinarian (OV) on the appropriate panel for export purposes. OVs/AVIs should sign and stamp the health certificate with the OV/AVI stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.

A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the issuing office  (in GB, Animal Health, Specialist Service Centre (SSC)– Exports, Carlisle) within seven days of signature. 

The OV/AVI should keep a copy for his/her own records.

Import Arrangements

3.
The importer must obtain an import permit from the Department of 


Animal Production and Health, PO box 13, Peradeniya, Sri Lanka.


The importer must provide notice at least 4 days in advance of the 


intended date of arrival to the Animal Quarantine Officer, 


Katunayake.  Tel 0112 225 3430 or 0112 226 3951.


Identification
4.
The number, and the breed or type of the birds to be exported must be entered on the certificate at paragraph I.  In the column marked 'identification' the OV should give the numbers or other identification markings written on the boxes or crates. 


Poultry Health Scheme (PHS) numbers

5.
Paragraph II refers.  If the exporter is not able to supply the PHS registration numbers, the Official Veterinarian should apply to the issuing office (in GB,(SSC)– Exports, Carlisle).   The issuing office will also confirm on form 618NDC that the premises are currently members of a  Poultry Health Scheme (see paragraph 8 below).


Clinical inspection
6.
The inspection at paragraph IV (a) must be carried out within 

24 hours of the intended time of export.


Notifiable Disease Clearance
7.
Paragraphs IV (b), (c) and (f) may be certified  by the OV provided that he/she  has received written authority (Form 618NDC) which will be sent to him/her by the issuing office (in GB,  (SSC)– Exports, Carlisle) within 10 days before shipment.   

Poultry Health Scheme Membership 
8.
Paragraphs IV (g) and (k) refer.  Paragraph (g) may be certified  by the OV provided that he/she  has received written authority (Form 618NDC) which will be sent to him/her by the issuing office(in GB, (SSC)– Exports, Carlisle)within 10 days before shipment With reference to paragraph (k), the flock veterinarian must provide assurances that the relevant monitoring has been carried out and that all laboratory results have been negative (with any non negative results cleared by further testing or after veterinary judgement if appropriate) throughout the past 12 months.   If the flocks have not been in existence for this long, the relevant period may be taken as the lifetime of the flock.


Flock and hatchery health declaration

9.
At paragraph IV (h) ‘evidence’ shall be interpreted as including clinical signs, information derived from flock production and mortality records, laboratory test records and pathological reports.

The OV must certify this statement for the hatchery on the basis of his/her personal knowledge of the premises of origin, supported by whatever written statements may be considered necessary from the owner and/or the company manager and other veterinarians.
Serological monitoring

10.
Paragraph IV (l) refers.  There is no stipulation about the 

numbers within each flock that must be monitored, nor the frequency.  

It is suggested that sampling should take place at least twice a year 

to meet the spirit of the requirement.   The OV must use his/her 

discretion about the numbers of birds to be sampled, and also 

reassure himself/herself that the laboratory is competent to carry 

out the tests, in order that these paragraphs may be certified in good faith.  


Marek's vaccination

11.
Paragraph IV (m) refers.   The chicks must be vaccinated at the 

hatchery, and the vaccine must contain one of the strains specified. 

The strains that do not apply must be deleted.    

12.
Avian Influenza vaccination
Paragraphs IV (d) and (e) refer. The vaccination of domestic poultry for avian influenza in the UK is forbidden under EU regulations, except with special dispensation at times of particular risk (EU Directive 2005/94/EC).   Under the same Directive, and the subsequent EU Decision 2006/474/EC, AI vaccination may be permitted in zoo birds under a specific licence, and subject to strict controls.   The UK has never applied to the EU for approval of the use of AI vaccination in domestic poultry, but approval has been given for its use in a very small number of zoos.

The OV must certify this paragraph on the basis of his/her personal knowledge of the premises of origin, supported by whatever written statements may be considered necessary from the owner and/or the company manager and other veterinarians.

13.
Vaccination of the day-old chicks for export (including Newcastle disease vaccination)

Paragraph IV (n) refers. The OV must certify this section on the basis of his/her knowledge of the practices and personal observations at the hatchery and any necessary support statements.

Newcastle disease vaccination is not compulsory, but where a vaccine is used, the date of vaccination, name of vaccine, manufacturer and disease must be entered in this section of the 408EHC.   This is to provide epidemiological information in the event of an outbreak of disease. Any other vaccinations of the day-old must be included in the table provided and any lines of the table that do not apply must be deleted.

14.
Vaccination of the flocks of origin


Paragraph IV (j) refers. It is a requirement that the flock(s) of origin is/are vaccinated against the four listed diseases and the information required at the table must be entered. Any other vaccinations administered to the flock(s) of origin (including Newcastle disease vaccination) must also be entered at the table and any lines of the table not used must be deleted. Where the OV is not personally responsible for the flock(s) of origin, this information  will be provided by the flock veterinarian on the 408SUP support certificate.

Support Certification

15.
Paragraphs IV (d), (e), (h), (j), (k), and (l) refer. In cases where the flock of origin is dealt with by a different veterinarian from the one who certifies at the hatchery, the certifying veterinarian should obtain support statements on certificate 408SUP to cover those items that relate to the flock(s) of origin.

Paragraph IV (j) Note that the OV is personally responsible for checking that testing has been carried out, and that all the laboratory results have been negative. 


No paragraph (i)

16.
Note that the paragraph notation goes from IV (h) to (j) with (i) 


omitted.   This is deliberate to avoid confusion as roman numeral ‘i’ 


may be used to number sub-paragraphs.

17.
Disclaimer
15.
The DEFRA disclaimer (Form 372DMR) will be issued to the exporter with this certificate for his/her information.  The certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country.  If these do not match, the exporter should contact the issuing office (in GB, SSC Exports, Carlisle) via the link below:

      http://www.defra.gov.uk/animalhealth/about-us/contact-us/centrops.htm
18.
Welfare of Animals

Welfare conditions during transport are laid down by Council Regulation EC 1/2005, implemented in England by The Welfare of Animals (Transport) (England) Order 2006, and parallel legislation in Scotland and Wales and N.Ireland.

Exporters must comply with the British welfare laws relating to the export of animals. If transported by air, animals should be transported in accordance with International Air Transport Association (IATA) standards. Information about the necessary requirements may be obtained from the Animal Welfare Team at any of the offices mentioned below:


ENGLAND
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 9 Millbank, c/o 17 Smith Square, London, SW1P 3JR


Tel: 020 7238 5865 / Fax: 020 7238 6009

SCOTLAND
Scottish Government – Rural Directorate, 

Pentland House, 47 Robb’s Loan, Edinburgh, EH14 1TW  Tel: 0131 556 8400 ext 6181 / Fax: 0131 244 6616;

WALES
Welsh Assembly Government – Department for Rural Affairs,
 Crown Buildings, Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF1 3NQ


Tel: 02920 823593 / Fax: 02920 823352

NORTHERN IRELAND
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland, Animal Welfare Section, Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Road, Belfast, BT4 3SB

Tel: 028 9052 4580 / Fax 028 9052 5012 
408NFG (Agreed 10/11/2010) (revised 18/11/2010)

	4



