








No: .................

EXPORT OF CHICKEN HATCHING EGGS TO NEW ZEALAND 

NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN (OV) AND THE EXPORTER


Scope of the certificate.
1.
This certificate is for the export of hatching eggs of domestic 

chickens (Gallus gallus) to New Zealand.


Obtaining Permit to Import

2.
Paragraph III (c) refers. Importers must obtain a Permit to Import 
from the: Animal Imports Team, Ministry for Primary Industries, PO 


box 2526, Wellington, New Zealand. Fax +64 4 894 0733.  Email: 
animalimports@mpi.govt.nz   A copy 
of the permit must be attached 
to the veterinary health certificate to accompany the consignment 
during transport to New Zealand.


Instructions for Packaging and Transport

3.
The outer wrapping of the boxes on their transport palettes must be 
sealed with a single-use sticky label in such a way that the seal 
will be torn or broken if the wrapping is opened.  


The sealing labels must carry unique identification codes, which must 
be written into paragraph I on the health certificate, so that the 
transport units can be positively linked with the health certificate.

Transport containers must meet the design and species specification 
published in the International Air Transport Association (IATA) Live 
Animal Regulations (LAR).


Containers or palettes made of timber will be inspected by an 
official at the arrival airport and must comply with the NZ Import 
Health Standard (IHS).  The exporter/importer should confirm in 
advance with the MPI import authorities that their proposed materials 
will comply with NZ requirements. 


Eggs transiting a third country en route to New Zealand must receive 
MPI approval prior to export.   MPI approval and any special 
conditions must be noted on the permit to import.
4.
Official Signature

This certificate may be signed by an Official Veterinarian appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), The Scottish Government – Rural Directorate, Welsh Government Department for Rural Affairs, or an Authorised Veterinary Inspector (AVI) appointed by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland (DARDNI), who is an Official Veterinarian (OV) on the appropriate panel for export purposes. OVs/AVIs should sign and stamp the health certificate with the OV/AVI stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.


Every page of the certificate, and every page of any attached 
documents must be signed, stamped and dated by the OV/AVI.   The only 
document which the OV/AVI is not required to sign, stamp and date is 
the copy of the Import Permit.


The OV/AVI must attach copies of laboratory reports, and a schedule 
of vaccinations, to the health certificate, with each page duly 
signed, stamped and dated.

A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the issuing office: in GB to APHA, Specialist Service Centre, International Trade, Carlisle; and in Northern Ireland to DARD,  Room 922  Dundonald House, Belfast, within seven days of signature.

The OV/AVI should keep a copy for his/her own records.
5.
Compliance with OIE Code


Paragraph IV (a) refers.  [See also paragraphs 17 and 18 of the NFG 
below].


The OIE Terrestrial Animal Heath Code, chapter on Biosecurity 
Procedures in Poultry Production (chapter 6.4 in the 2015 edition) 
lays down advisory standards for the biosecurity and 
management of 
poultry production premises. The recommendations are reflected and 
applied in the EU Directive 2009/158/EC on animal health 
conditions governing intra-Community trade in poultry.  The 
Directive is transposed in every detail into the Poultry Health 
Scheme (PHS) in Great Britain, or the Northern 
Ireland Poultry 
Health and Assurance Scheme (NIPHAS) in Northern Ireland. Therefore 
any flock which is a member of either of these 
schemes can be said 
to conform to the OIE Code.


Clinical Inspections
6.
Paragraph IV (b) refers.  The inspection must take place within 48 hours prior to export.  In practice the inspection may be combined with the observation of packing the eggs into boxes, sealing the containers, and completion of the export health certificate.


Paragraph IV (b) and (c)refer.
 ‘Evidence’ shall be interpreted as including clinical signs, information derived from flock production and mortality records, laboratory test records and pathological reports.

7.
Egg sanitisation

Paragraph IV (d) refers. The eggs must be sanitised in accordance with the standards laid down in the OIE Code. The Code states that "hatching eggs should be cleaned and sanitised as soon as possible after collection using an approved sanitising agent in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions". The UK authorities do not have a procedure for approval of commercial products for egg sanitisation.  In the absence of any such official approval procedure, the OV may use his/her own clinical judgement about the approval of the method.




The OV may certify the procedures surrounding collection and 
sanitisation in one of two ways.    

Either the OV must have been present during the processes to 

personally observe them.  Or else the OV must 

(i) visit the premises on a frequent and routine basis during which these processes are regularly observed and confirmed to be satisfactory, 

and (ii) have received a written record from a responsible person confirming that they have been carried out in the normal way to a satisfactory standard in respect of this particular export consignment,

and (iii) have sufficient familiarity with the establishment 

and confidence in its management practices to have no 

reasonable doubt about the processes in this particular case.     

8.
Laboratory Testing

Paragraphs IV (e), (f), (g) and (h) refer. 

Salmonella testing in paragraph IV (s) would routinely be carried out 
at laboratories approved by the UK authorities for the PHS/NIPHAS.  
Similarly the Salmonella testing in paragraph IV (t) would be carried 
out by laboratories approved by the UK authorities for the National 
Control Programme (see paragraphs 17 and 18 below).

Therefore paragraph IV (e) may be certified on the basis that all the 
relevant laboratories are approved by the UK competent authority.  
Paragraph IV (f) may be certified on the basis that the UK protocols 
for Salmonella testing do comply with the OIE Code and Manual. 
And paragraph IV (g) may be certified on the basis that the UK 
protocol procedures for Salmonella sample collection do conform with 
the OIE Code and Manual. 
9.
Disinfection of Vehicle

Paragraph IV (j) refers.  Under EU Council Regulation EC/1/2005, 
implemented in Great Britain by the Welfare of Animals (Transport) 
(England)Order 2006 and its equivalent in the devolved regions, 
vehicles carrying live poultry must be cleaned and disinfected prior 
to loading. 

A DEFRA approved disinfectant must be used. Disinfectants are approved under the Diseases of Animals (Approved Disinfectants) (England)Order 2007 (as amended)and equivalent legislation in the devolved administrations. The list contains over 200 brands of disinfectant, and there is a sub-group specifically approved for use with poultry, on the basis of their efficacy against Newcastle disease and avian influenza viruses.  The chosen disinfectant should be listed in the poultry sub-group.


DEFRA approved disinfectants carry a statement on the container, and 
other references to their approval may be found in their data sheets 
or label instructions.



Exporter’s Declaration

10.
Paragraph IV (k) refers. The OV must obtain a signed declaration from a responsible person in the exporting company to confirm that provisions have been made to comply with this paragraph.


The exporter’s statement should not be attached to the health certificate, but should be kept by the OV for record purposes.

11.
Packing for Transport

Paragraph IV (l) refers. The OV must certify this paragraph on the 
basis of his/her personal observation.


In order to ensure that the boxes are spill-proof they may be lined 
with clean, new plastic sheeting. The purpose is to prevent any 
leakage in the event that any eggs might be smashed during transit.


Sealing of containers

12.
Paragraph IV (m) refers. The seals must be applied under the supervision of the OV. The boxes must be sealed in such a way that the seal will be irreparably torn or broken if any of the boxes are opened.  The objective will be achieved if the seal consists of a sticky label placed at the junction of box lids and bases in such a  way that it will be torn if the box is opened, or the sticky label may be placed over the junctions of clingfilm wrapping around the boxes on a pallet. The identification numbers on the seal and the date of sealing must be recorded in Paragraph I of the health certificate. 


Compartment status of the exporting flock

13.
Paragraph IV (n) refers.  Compartment status is not an essential 
condition for export to New Zealand, except at times when the UK is 
affected by an outbreak of Avian Influenza or Newcastle disease.  The 
MPI of New Zealand requires this paragraph to be included in order to 
cover any future eventualities.  If the exporting company is not an 
approved UK compartment the OV must delete the paragraph. 

Current UK approved Compartments are listed on the Compartment page 
on the Defra website.  If the OV is uncertain about the Compartment 
status of the exporting company he/she should consult the APHA 
Poultry Compartments Team at APHA Carlisle, Eden Bridge House, 
Lowther Street, Carlisle CA3 8DX. Tel 03000 200 301. Email: 


LiveAnimalExports.Carlisle@apha.gsi.gov.uk 


Notifiable disease Clearance
14.
Paragraphs IV (o) and (q) refer. These paragraphs may be certified 
by the OV provided that he/she has received written authority (Form 
618NDC) which will be sent to him/her by APHA (or the equivalent 
office in Northern Ireland) within 10 days before shipment.

For the purposes of this certificate, the definition of avian influenza is that of the OIE Terrestrial Code chapter on avian influenza, i.e. avian influenza which is notifiable in the UK.


Note that in Paragraphs (o) and (q) the 618NDC will confirm only that 
the country, zone or compartment is free from the notifiable 
diseases.  The OV is personally responsible for verifying that the 
residence requirements have been met.


The final clause about OIE surveillance may be certified on the basis 

that the UK implements these requirements by following the EU 
legislation which puts them into effect throughout the EU. For avian 
influenza active surveillance consists of the annual domestic poultry 
and wild bird surveys. For both avian influenza and Newcastle 
disease passive surveillance is maintained by the system of 
notifiable disease reporting.
Concerning testing methods in accordance with the OIE Manual, this  may be certified on the basis that the avian influenza and Newcastle  disease tests carried out by APHA/DARDNI do all comply with the Manual.
15.
Avian influenza vaccination


Paragraph IV (p) refers. The vaccination of domestic poultry for avian influenza in the UK is forbidden under EU regulations, except with special dispensation at times of particular risk (EU Directive 2005/94/EC). Under the same Directive, and the subsequent EU Decision 2006/474/EC, AI vaccination may be permitted in zoo birds under a specific licence, and subject to strict controls.   The UK has never applied to the EU for approval of the use of AI vaccination in domestic poultry, but approval has been given for its use in a very small number of zoos.

The OV must certify this paragraph on the basis of his/her personal knowledge of the premises of origin. 
Newcastle disease (APMV-1) Vaccination

16.
Paragraph IV (r) refers. The OIE Manual lays down specifications for  vaccines, including the maximum permissible intra-cerebral pathogenicity index (ICPI) which must be no higher than 0.4. If the vaccines used by the exporting company have a marketing authorisation for the UK it may be assumed that they do conform with the OIE Manual specifications.

The OV should obtain a vaccination schedule for the flock(s) of origin.  The schedules(s) must be signed, stamped and dated by the OV, and stapled to the export health certificate.

Salmonella testing under the Poultry Health Scheme
17.
Paragraph IV (s) refers. The OIE Code lays down requirements for testing poultry breeding flocks for Salmonella (chapter 6.5.in the 2015 edition), and this is applied in a testing programme specifically for S.pullorum and S.gallinarum  which is prescribed in detail in EU Directive 2009/158/EC. The Directive is implemented in Great Britain by the Poultry Health Scheme (PHS), and in Northern Ireland by the Northern Ireland Poultry Health and Assurance Scheme (NIPHAS).  If the flocks of origin are members of the PHS or NIPHAS they must have been tested with negative results. The OV is responsible for checking that the tests have been carried out with negative results.


Salmonella testing under the National Control Programme
18.
Paragraph IV (t) refers. The OIE Code lays down requirements for testing poultry breeding flocks for Salmonella (chapter 6.5.in the 2015 edition), and this is applied in a testing programme specifically for S.enteritidis and S.typhimurium which is prescribed in detail in EU Regulation 2160/2003. These requirements are implemented in the UK by the Control of Salmonella in Poultry Order 2007, and the UK National Control Programme. The OV is responsible for checking that the tests have been carried out with negative results.


No paragraph (i)
19.
Note that the paragraph notation in the certificate reads IV (h) to


IV (j) with paragraph IV (i) omitted.  This is intentional as roman


numeral ‘i’ is used to number indented paragraphs.  Use of the symbol 


‘i’ for both paragraphs and sub-paragraphs could lead to confusion.

20.
Disclaimer
This certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country.  If these do not match, the exporter should contact the APHA Specialist Service Centre – International Trade, in Carlisle, via the link below:

http://animalhealth.defra.gov.uk/about/contact-us/tradeexports.html 
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