








No: .................

EXPORT OF  DAY OLD CHICKS AND HATCHING EGGS OF POULTRY TO NAMIBIA
NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN (OV) AND EXPORTER

Associated Documents:  7584EHC, 7584SUP and 618NDC.


Scope of the certificate
1.
This certificate may be used for the export of hatching eggs and day 
old birds of domestic chickens (Gallus gallus), domestic turkeys 
(Meleagris gallopavo), and domestic ducks (Anas platyrhynchos) to 
Namibia.


Official Veterinarians (OVs) should note that the appearance and 
wording of this certificate does not conform with the familiar Defra 
style.  This is because Namibia specified their own format.   To 
certify paragraphs in which the wording may be unfamiliar OVs may 
rely on the guidance in these NFG. 

Obtaining Import permit

2.
Paragraph A.4. refers.  Importers must apply and obtain an import permit from the Republic of Namibia Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry (Telephone: +264-61-303150 / Fax: +264-61-303151) in advance of each consignment. Importers must adhere to the conditions of the import permit, including the notification of consignments to the Namibian authorities in advance (upon dispatch for export). Exporters should present the OV with the relevant import permit and its number entered in section A.4 of the certificate. 
3.
Official Signature

This certificate may be signed by an Official Veterinarian, appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Scottish Government - Rural Directorate, Welsh Government Department for Rural Affairs, or equivalent in the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland, who is on the appropriate panel for export purposes. OVs should apply the OV stamp to the certificate in the normal manner.

The health certificate must be signed and stamped with an OV stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.

A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the issuing office: in GB to AHVLA, Specialist Service Centre (SSC)– Exports, Carlisle; and in Northern Ireland to DARD,  Room 922  Dundonald House, Belfast, within seven days of signature.


Notifiable Disease Clearance
4.
Paragraphs B.1 and B.2. (i) and (ii) refer. 
 
Paragraph B.2.(i) should be understood to mean freedom from any official restrictions imposed because of an outbreak of a notifiable disease of poultry (therefore an outbreak of avian influenza or Newcastle disease).    These paragraphs may be certified by the OV provided that he/she has received written authority (Form 618NDC) which will be sent to him/her by the issuing office  [in GB, AHVLA, Specialist Service Centre (SSC)– Exports, Carlisle; or the relevant issuing office in N. Ireland] within 10 days before shipment.

Newcastle disease vaccination

5.
Paragraph B.2.(iii) refers.  
In the OIE Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines the Newcastle disease virus is differentiated into three classes;  in descending order of virulence these are velogenic, mesogenic and lentogenic.   The Manual specifies that vaccines should be prepared only from the least virulent lentogenic strain.   As all vaccines that are licensed for use in the UK must conform with the OIE Manual standards, the OV may certify this paragraph on the basis that any Newcastle disease vaccine, if used, had a valid marketing authorisation in the UK.








Flock Disease Freedom
6.
Paragraph B.2.(iv) refers. 

'Evidence of disease' should be interpreted as clinical signs as well 
as information from production and mortality records, laboratory 
reports and pathological examinations. 

Note that the statement refers only to frank outbreaks of clinical 
disease.  

The OV should certify this paragraph on the basis of his/her 
personal knowledge of the premises.  If the certifying OV is not 
normally the responsible veterinarian at the premises, or has not 
been so for the full relevant period, he/she must obtain a written 
support declaration (form 7584SUP) from the veterinarian who is 
normally responsible in order to certify this paragraph.

Salmonella Monitoring for S.enteritidis

7.
Paragraph B.2.(v) refers.

The Salmonella National Control Programme lays down procedures for the routine monitoring of chicken and turkey breeding flocks for zoonotic Salmonellas, including S.enteritidis, in accordance with EU Regulation 2160/2003. 

The Regulation does not apply to ducks, but duck breeding companies may carry out a voluntary testing programme on a similar basis to that laid down for breeding flocks of chickens or turkeys.   

The OV is personally responsible for checking that testing has been carried out, and that all the laboratory results have been negative. (any doubtful or positive results which have been re-examined according to the current PHS or NIPHAS protocols and determined to be false doubtfuls or false positives can be regarded as  negative).     If the OV signing the certificate does not have personal knowledge of all the flock(s) of origin, he/she should seek the necessary assurances from the veterinarians responsible for the flock(s) of origin.


Testing for Avian Influenza virus
8.
Paragraph B.2.(vi) refers.


The farms of origin may be certified as bio-secure on the basis that they 
are members of the Poultry Health Scheme (PHS) in Great Britain, or the 
Northern Ireland poultry Health and Assurance Scheme (NIPHAS) in Northern 
Ireland.  The OV will receive written confirmation that the farm(s) are members of one of these schemes by means of the official authorisation (Form 618NDC) which will be sent to him/her by the issuing office  [in GB, AHVLA Specialist Service Centre (SSC)– Exports, Carlisle, or the relevant issuing office in N. Ireland] within 10 days before shipment.

The OV is personally responsible for confirming that serological testing for avian influenza sub-type H5 has been carried out with negative results.  The 'recommended protocol' may be taken to mean random sampling of not less than 20 birds on the farm to be tested serologically at least once every 6 months. This must be increased to at least every 3 months if there has been an outbreak of notifiable avian influenza in the country during the preceding 6 months.


The Haemagglutination Inhibition test (HAI) is specific for individual H sub-types, therefore the specific test for H5 must be used if the HAI is the testing method selected.  The Agar Gel Immunodiffusion test (AGID) detects any H subtype and therefore may be taken to cover H5. Similarly ELISA tests will cover all sub-types including H5.


Egg sanitisation
9.
Paragraph B.3. refers.

The eggs must be sanitised in accordance with the standards laid down in the OIE Code. The Code states that "hatching eggs should be cleaned and sanitised as soon as possible after collection using an approved sanitising agent in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions".   The UK authorities do not have a procedure for approval of commercial products for egg sanitisation.  In the absence of any such official approval procedure, the OV may use his/her own clinical judgement about the approval of the method.




It is not necessary to delete the parts of this paragraph which do not 
apply.

Packing conditions 

10.
Paragraph B.3. refers.


The hatching eggs or day old birds must be packed in new, clean and unused boxes.  If such packing materials are used the reference to fumigation or use of a liquid disinfectant may be ignored, since the manufacturing process for new cardboard packing materials will cover the requirement that they are free of contamination by pathogens of avian significance.

Transport conditions and Seals 

11.
Paragraph B.4. refers.  

Under EU Council Regulation EC/1/2005, implemented in Great Britain by the Welfare of Animals (Transport) (England)Order 2006 and its equivalent in the devolved regions, vehicles carrying live poultry including hatching eggs must be cleaned and disinfected prior to loading. 

A DEFRA approved disinfectant must be used.   Disinfectants are 
approved under the Diseases of Animals (Approved Disinfectants) 
(England)Order 2007 (as amended).    The list contains over 200 
brands of disinfectant, and there is a sub-group specifically 
approved for use with poultry, on the basis of their efficacy against 
Newcastle disease and avian influenza viruses.


DEFRA approved disinfectants carry a statement on the container, and 
other references to their approval may be found in their data sheets 
or label instructions.


The boxes or crates must be sealed under the supervision of the OV. They must be sealed in such a way that the seal will be irreparably torn or broken if any of the containers are opened.  The objective will be achieved of the seal consists of a code-numbered sticky label placed at the junction of box lids and bases in such a  way that it will be torn if the box is opened.   Alternatively the sticky label may be placed over the junctions of clingfilm wrapping around the boxes on a pallet.  

Support certification
12.
In cases where the certifying OV is not personally responsible for the flock(s) of origin, he/she may certify the statements referring to those flocks on the basis of a support certificate (7584SUP) provided by the veterinarian who is regularly responsible for those flocks. The support health certificate will be issued by AHVLA Specialist Service Centre (SSC)– Exports, Carlisle, at the same time as the export health certificate.   











Disclaimer
13.
This certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country.  If these do not match, the exporter should contact the AHVLA Specialist Service Centre – Exports, in Carlisle, via the link below:

http://animalhealth.defra.gov.uk/about/contact-us/tradeexports.html 

Welfare of Animals during transport
14.
Welfare conditions during transport are laid down by Council Regulation EC 1/2005, implemented in England by The Welfare of Animals (Transport) (England) Order 2006, and parallel legislation in Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland.

Exporters must comply with the British welfare laws relating to the export of animals. If transported by air, animals should be transported in accordance with International Air Transport Association (IATA) standards. Information about the necessary requirements may be obtained from the Animal Welfare Team at any of the offices mentioned below:


ENGLAND, Scotland and Wales
Specialist Service Centre, Animal Health and Veterinary Laboratories Agency (AHVLA), Hadrian House, Wavell Drive, Rosehill, Carlisle, CA1 2TB


Tel: 01228 403600 / Fax 01228 591900 / 

E-mail: CentralOps.carlisle@ahvla.gsi.gov.uk 
NORTHERN IRELAND
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland, Animal Welfare Section, Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Road, Belfast, BT4 3SB

Tel: 028 9052 4580 / Fax 028 9052 5012 
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