



No: .................

EXPORT OF DAY OLD TURKEY POULTS TO MOROCCO 

NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN (OV) AND EXPORTER
1.
Scope of the certificate.

This certificate is for the export of day old birds of the domestic turkey species (Meleagris gallopavo) to Morocco
2.
Official Signature

This certificate may be signed by a Official Veterinarian appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), The Scottish Government – Rural Directorate, Welsh Assembly Government, Department for Rural Affairs, or an Authorised Veterinary Inspector (AVI) appointed by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland (DARDNI), who is an Official Veterinarian (OV) on the appropriate panel for export purposes. OVs/AVIs should sign and stamp the health certificate with the OV/AVI stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.

A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the issuing office (in GB, Animal Health, Specialist Service Centre (SSC) – Exports, Carlisle) within seven days of signature. The OV/AVI should keep a copy for his/her own records.

3.
Registration Number of Flock of Origin


Paragraph II (b) refers. The required number is the registration number for the Poultry Health Scheme (PHS), or the Northern Ireland Poultry Health and Assurance Scheme (NIPHAS).

4.
Notifiable Disease Clearance: Avian Influenza

Paragraphs IV. (a)(i) or (a)(ii)(a),  may be certified by the OV provided that he/she has received written authority (Form 618NDC) which will be sent to him/her by SSC- Carlisle or the relevant issuing office in N. Ireland within 10 days before shipment.


Note that certification of the second option must comprise all 3 subparagraphs together: IV.(a)(ii)(a), IV.(a)(ii)(b) and IV.(a)(ii)(c).    This option applies when a case of notifiable low pathogenic avian influenza has been detected in the country, but the flocks of origin are not located in the affected area.  The OV himself/herself is responsible for certifying the information in subparagraphs (a)(ii)(b) and (a)(ii)(c), but he/she should consult SSC- Carlisle (or the relevant office in N. Ireland) about the area freedom assurance in (a)(ii)(c), as official clearance is needed for this part of the paragraph. 


Note also that the tests for avian influenza in (a)(ii)(b) must be carried out by the Veterinary Laboratories Agency (VLA), Weybridge or Lasswade, or the Agri-food and Biosciences Institute, Stormont and the laboratory report(s)  MUST be attached to the certificate
5.
National Monitoring Programme for Avian Influenza


Paragraph IV (b) applies.  The OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code (2010 edition), chapter 1.4., provides guidelines for animal disease surveillance programmes. The EU Directive 2005/94/EC requires member states to carry out surveillance for 
avian influenza, and the detailed methodology is laid down in Commission Decisions 2006/437/EC  and 2007/268/EC. The UK has carried out surveillance according to the EU requirements each year since 2002, and this paragraph may be certified on the basis that the UK programme conforms with EU requirements, which comply and go beyond the OIE guidelines.

6.
Notifiable Disease Clearance: Newcastle disease

Paragraph IV. (c) may be certified by the OV provided that he/she has received written authority (Form 618NDC) which will be sent to him/her by SSC-Carlisle or the relevant issuing office in N. Ireland within 10 days before shipment.

7.
Membership of a poultry health scheme


In various places in these Notes for Guidance reference is to membership of either the Poultry Health Scheme (PHS) in GB, or the Northern Ireland Poultry Health and Assurance Scheme (NIPHAS) in Northern Ireland. Both of these schemes fully implement the conditions in the EU poultry trade Directive 2009/158/EC.  Therefore membership of one of the schemes can be taken to confirm that the flock or hatchery complies with all the conditions of the Directive.


For flocks of origin or hatcheries within the UK the OV may confirm membership of either the PHS or NIPHAS on the basis of written confirmation (form 618NDC) which will be sent to him/her within 10 before shipment by SSC- Carlisle, or the equivalent in Northern Ireland.


Paragraph IV (d) (iii) – Premises (hatchery) and area clearances for the will be provided by SSC-Carlisle or the relevant issuing office in N. Ireland within 10 days before shipment.
8.
Hatching Egg Conditions


Paragraph IV (d) refers.  All the conditions in this paragraph correspond to the terms of Directive 2009/158/EC. The entire paragraph may be certified on the basis that the flocks or hatcheries are members of either the PHS or NIPHAS. 


9.
Poult Isolation Statement


Paragraph IV (e) refers.  The OV must certify this paragraph on the basis of his/her personal knowledge and observations at the hatchery.

10.
Flock Health statements

Paragraph IV. (f) refers.

Note concerning false positive laboratory results affecting any of the subparagraphs below:

Certain tests, notably for Mycoplasmas, may produce a limited number of false positive results. In these cases further
examinations are needed in order to eliminate the probability of genuine infection. Guidelines for these further examinations are given in the PHS instructions. If any doubtful or positive results have been subject to further investigation by an officially approved laboratory and the probability of genuine infection has been ruled out, the tests may be reported as negative. 

Note that the latest laboratory reports must be attached for subparagraphs (ii), (iii) and (iv).


(f)(i) Official health checks are a requirement of Directive 2009/158/EC, and this part of the paragraph may be certified on the basis of membership of the PHS or NIPHAS.


Concerning freedom from the specific diseases listed, the OV (if not personally responsible for the flocks of origin) may certify freedom on the basis of a support certificate from the veterinarian responsible for the flock. Note that the paragraph refers only to overt evidence of disease. For example the absence of clinical colibacillosis does not mean that the bacteria E.coli are not present.   The paragraph may be certified provided that there is no evidence of any overt clinical outbreak of disease.


(f)(ii)  and (iii) In order to certify these paragraphs the OV must receive a support certificate from the veterinarian responsible for the flocks of origin. The flock veterinarian is responsible for checking all relevant laboratory reports before providing the statement.


The option in sub-paragraph (iii) is given because the legislation requiring turkey breeding flocks to be tested for Salmonellas under Regulation 2160/2003 did not take effect until January 2010 and this option was included at the time of agreement of this certificate. Since breeding flocks of turkeys are now required to carry out this test under the National Control Plan for Salmonellas and therefore option IV. (f)(iii)(b) is now obsolete and must be deleted.


(f)(iv) In order to certify this paragraph the OV must receive a support certificate from the veterinarian responsible for the flock(s) of origin.


(f)(v) In order to certify this paragraph the OV must receive a support certificate from the veterinarian responsible for the flock of origin.

11.
Hatchery Health checks


Paragraph IV (g) refers. Regular checks may take the form of environmental swabbing, as well as routine Salmonella sampling of poult box papers, and pathological examinations of dead and ailing poults.    The OV must confirm that such checks have been routinely carried out at the hatchery with negative results.

12.
Support certification

Paragraphs IV (a)(ii) (b) & (c), IV (d), (f) refer - When the flock of origin is inspected by a different veterinarian from the certifying OV, the flock veterinarian must complete 7101SUP (Support Health Certificate), certifying that the requirements in the flocks of origin are complied with.
13.
Disclaimer

The DEFRA disclaimer (Form 372DMR) will be issued to the exporter with this certificate for his/her information.  The certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country.  If these do not match, the exporter should contact the issuing office (in GB, SSC Exports, Carlisle) via the link below:

      http://www.defra.gov.uk/animalhealth/about-us/contact-us/centrops.htm
14.
Welfare of Animals

Welfare conditions during transport are laid down by Council Regulation EC 1/2005, implemented in England by The Welfare of Animals (Transport) (England) Order 2006, and parallel legislation in Scotland and Wales and N.Ireland.
Exporters must comply with the British welfare laws relating to the export of animals. If transported by air, animals should be transported in accordance with International Air Transport Association (IATA) standards. Information about the necessary requirements may be obtained from the Animal Welfare Team at any of the offices mentioned below:


ENGLAND
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 


9 Millbank, c/o 17 Smith Square, London, SW1P 3JR Tel: 020 7238 5865 / Fax: 020 7238 6009

SCOTLAND
Scottish Government – Rural Directorate, 

Pentland House, 47 Robb’s Loan, Edinburgh, EH14 1TW  Tel: 0131 556 8400 ext 6181 / Fax: 0131 244 6616;

WALES
Welsh Assembly Government – Department for Rural Affairs,
 Crown Buildings, Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF1 3NQ


Tel: 02920 823593 / Fax: 02920 823352

NORTHERN IRELAND
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland, 

Animal Welfare Section, Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Road, Belfast, BT4 3SB

Tel: 028 9052 4580 / Fax 028 9052 5012 
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