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No: .............
ANIMAL HEALTH CERTIFICATE FOR EXPORT OF CHICKEN AND TURKEY HATCHING EGGS AND DAY OLD CHICKS AND POULTS TO LIBYA
NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN (OV) AND EXPORTER
1.
Scope of the certificate
This certificate is for the export of hatching eggs and day old birds of the domestic fowl (Gallus gallus) or turkeys Meleagris gallopavo) to Libya.
Due to the outbreak of highly pathogenic avian influenza in November 2014, the use of this certificate is limited to hatching eggs only. Since this Department has not been able to obtain official confirmation from the authorities in Libya that they will accept regionalisation of avian influenza (to allow imports from areas in the UK other than the administrative territory of East Riding of Yorkshire), EXPORTERS MAY USE THIS CERTIFICATE, BUT AT THEIR OWN RISK WHICH CAN BE REDUCED BY ENSURING THE IMPORTER CHECKS THAT IT IS ACCEPTABLE TO THE BORDER INSPECTORS/ LIBYIAN AUTHORITIES. 

Please note that this Department will assume, unless informed otherwise by an exporter or by the veterinary authorities in the country of destination, that certificate 5248EHC meets Libya’s import requirements and, therefore, that it is acceptable to the importing country's authorities, however this cannot be guaranteed. Destination countries may change their requirements at short notice; not inform the Department until after a change has been made; or, in some cases, not inform the Department at all.

It is therefore strongly advised that exporters check with their customers that certificates are acceptable to the authorities in the country of destination in advance of each consignment. This Department will not accept liability should it turn out that certification supplied by us does not meet an importing country's requirement.

2.
Official Signature
This certificate may be signed by a Local Veterinary Inspector appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), Scottish Government – Rural Directorate, Welsh Government, Department for Rural Affairs, or an Authorised Veterinary Inspector (AVI) appointed by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland (DARDNI), who is an Official Veterinarian (OV) on the appropriate panel for export purposes. OVs/AVIs should sign and stamp the health certificate with the OV/AVI stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.

A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to 
APHA Centre for International Trade (CIT)– Exports in Carlisle, within seven days of issue. 
The OV/AVI should keep a copy for his/her own records.

3.
Means of Transportation


Paragraph III (c) refers.  The OV should write ‘air’, ‘sea’ or ‘road’ as appropriate, and provide the flight number, ship name, or truck registration. 

4.
Export of Hatching Eggs

In the case of hatching eggs the references to hatcheries or day old birds must be deleted.  This applies to paragraphs II (c), and IV(c), (k) and (l).
5.
Notifiable Disease Clearance

Paragraphs IV. (a) and (b), and the reference to animal health restrictions in (c) and (d) refer.  These statements may be certified by the OV provided that he/she has received written authority (Form 618NDC) which will be sent to him/her by the issuing office (in GB, APHA , Centre for International Trade (CIT)– Exports, Carlisle) within 10 days before shipment.

A Zone/Region should be understood as the administrative territory where the premises of origin is/are located. Due to the outbreak of HPAI of November 2014, exports from East Riding of Yorkshire are not allowed until the UK regains national freedom from this disease in accordance with the OIE.
6.
Approval under Directive 2009/158/EC


Paragraphs IV (c) and (d) refer. Directive 2009/158/EC is the European poultry trade Directive. Poultry traded between member states of the EU must comply with the Directive. All of the conditions in the Directive including the requirement for regular official veterinary inspection are fully implemented in GB by the Poultry Health Scheme (PHS), and in Northern Ireland by the Northern Ireland Poultry Health and Assurance Scheme (NIPHAS). Therefore membership of either of these schemes means that the premises are officially approved in accordance with Directive 2009/158/EC.


The OV may certify the paragraphs on the basis of membership of either the PHS or NIPHAS, which will be officially confirmed on form 618NDC, which will be sent to the OV within 10 days before shipment by the issuing office (in GB, APHA , Centre for International Trade (CIT)– Exports, Carlisle), or the equivalent in Northern Ireland. The same form will also confirm that the premises are not subject to any animal health restrictions.

7.
Disease Surveillance Programme 

Paragraph IV (e) refers.  The disease surveillance conditions are laid down in Directive 2009/158/EC, and are therefore a condition for membership of the PHS or NIPHAS.   The OV must inspect the laboratory reports to confirm that there have not been any positive results during the past 6 months.

8.
National Surveillance Programme for Salmonellas of Human Concern

Paragraph IV (f) refers. This paragraph may be certified on the basis that the flock(s) of origin have been routinely monitored bacteriologically as required under the National Control Programme for Salmonella. The programme lays down procedures for the routine monitoring of chicken and turkey breeding flocks for zoonotic Salmonellas, in accordance with EU Regulation 2160/2003. It is implemented in England by the Control of Salmonella in Poultry Order 2007, and the equivalent in the devolved administrations. The OV is personally responsible for checking that testing has been carried out, and that any suspicion of infection has been ruled out (any doubtful or positive results which have been re-examined according to the current PHS or NIPHAS protocols and determined to be false doubtfuls or false positives can be regarded as  negative).

9.
Clinical Diseases in Flocks of Origin
Paragraphs IV (g) and  (h) refer.  'Evidence' should be taken to include clinical observations, production and mortality records, laboratory reports and pathological examinations. However in paragraph (h) the addition of the word 'clinical' means that the statement applies only to frank outbreaks of clinical disease.  Infectious agents which may be present but are effectively controlled by vaccination, or are not clinically significant such as 'normal' E.coli, should be disregarded.
10.
Vaccination Records
Paragraphs IV (j) and (k) refer.  If it is necessary to provide separate schedules, the paragraph in the certificate must be marked ‘see attached schedule’.  The attached schedules must contain the same information as listed in the certificate, and must be signed, stamped and dated by the OV in ink of any colour other than black, and firmly stapled to the certificate.

Officially approved vaccine' means any vaccine used in the flock of origin must have a marketing authorisation issued by the Veterinary Medicines Directorate (VMD) of DEFRA or the equivalent licensing body in another EU Member State. The use of vaccines imported under a VMD issued Special Import Certificate (SIC) or, of autogenous vaccines manufactured and 
used with the approval of the VMD, can be considered to have the equivalent of a marketing authorisation in the UK.

In the case of turkeys, they are not normally affected by infectious bronchitis, infectious bursal disease, avian encephalomyelitis or Marek's disease and it is not the generally accepted practice to vaccinate turkeys for these diseases. The lines for these diseases may be deleted.

11.
Clinical Examination of the chicks/poults

Paragraph IV (l) refers.
The inspection should be conducted, and the certificate signed and dated, on the same date as the chicks/poults are despatched.
12.
Packing and Transport Conditions

Paragraph IV (m) refers.  In order to certify this paragraph it is necessary for the OV to personally observe the packing materials.


The International Air Transport Association (IATA) provides written guidelines for transport conditions including cage design specifications.  The owner/exporter is responsible for ensuring that the conditions of transport meet the standards laid down IATA.  He/she should ask the transporting airline to confirm this, and if necessary provide a copy of the relevant conditions.  Published copies of the IATA conditions, together with the ‘live animal labels’ and ‘this way up’ labels which IATA require on animal crates, can be bought from the following companies:


Freight Merchandising Services, c/o Vidap Freight Services Ltd., Shield Road, Ashford, Middlesex TW15 1AU.


Tel: 01784 240840

Fax:  01784 248615


Label Line, Hollyhouse, 14 Tenby Road, Frimley, Surrey GU16 5UT.


Tel:  01252 836472
Fax:  01252 838094

13.
No paragraph (i)
The omission of paragraph IV (i) is deliberate to avoid confusion, as the symbol ‘i’ may be used to number indented paragraphs.

14.
Support certification
When the flock of origin is inspected by a different veterinarian from the certifying OV, the flock veterinarian must complete 5248SUP (Support Health Certificate), certifying that the requirements in the flocks of origin are complied with.

15.
Disclaimer
This certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country.  If these do not match, the 
exporter should contact the APHA Centre for International Trade (CIT)– Exports in Carlisle, via the link below:

http://animalhealth.defra.gov.uk/about/contactus/tradeexports.html
16.
Welfare of Animals

Welfare conditions during transport are laid down by Council Regulation EC 1/2005, implemented in England by The Welfare of Animals (Transport) (England) Order 2006, and parallel legislation in Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland.

Exporters must comply with the UK welfare laws relating to the export of animals. If transported by air, animals should be transported in accordance with International Air Transport Association (IATA) standards. 

Further information about the necessary requirements may be obtained from the Animal Welfare Team at any of the offices mentioned below:

England, Scotland & Wales  

Welfare in Transport Team at the AHVLA

Specialist Service Centre –International Trade - at Carlisle, via the link below:
http://animalhealth.defra.gov.uk/about/contact-us/tradeexports.html 
Northern Ireland  
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland, Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Road, Ballymiscaw, Belfast, BT4 3SB. DARD Helpline number 0300 200 7852. DARD Helpline email dardhelpline@dardni.gov.uk 
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