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No: .............
EXPORT OF DAY OLD DOMESTIC FOWL TO ETHIOPIA 
NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN (OV) AND EXPORTER
ASSOCIATED DOCUMENTS 6341EHC, 6341SUP AND 6341NFG
1.
Scope of the certificate.

This is a certificate for the export of day old chicks of the domestic fowl species (Gallus gallus) to Ethiopia
2.
Official Signature

This certificate may be signed by a Official Veterinarian, appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Scottish Government – Rural Directorate, Welsh Assembly Government – Department for Rural Affairs, or equivalent in the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland, who is on the appropriate panel for export purposes. OVs should apply the OV stamp to the certificate in the normal manner.

The health certificate must be signed and stamped with OV stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.

A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the issuing office (in GB, Animal Health, Specialist Service Centre (SSC)– Exports, Carlisle) within seven days of signature. 

The OV/AVI should keep a copy for his/her own records.
3.
Support Certification
Paragraphs IV (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i),and (k) refer.  In cases where the OV is not personally responsible for the flock(s) of origin, he/she may certify the statements referring to those flocks on the basis of a support certificate (6341SUP) provided by the veterinarian who is regularly responsible for those flocks. The support health certificate will be issued by (in GB, Animal Health, Specialist Service Centre (SSC)– Exports, Carlisle) or the relevant issuing office in N. Ireland at the same time as the export health certificate.

4.
Means of Transportation


Paragraph III (b) refers.   The OV should write ‘air’ and provide the flight number. 

5.
Inspection of the flocks of origin

Paragraphs IV. (b), (c), (d) and (e) refer.  Signs of disease 
should be understood to include clinical 
signs, data from 
production and mortality records, laboratory results and 
pathological examinations.  

The routine surveillance referred to in paragraph (c) would be 

satisfied if the flocks are subject to regular veterinary 
inspection visits at frequent intervals.    For example the 

monthly visits normally carried out by an official veterinarian 
for the purposes of certifying chicks or eggs exported to other 
EU member states as specified in Directive 2009/158/EC would 
meet this requirement.
6.
Vaccination of the flocks of Origin

Paragraphs IV (f) and (k) refer. The declaration from the 
owner/exporter should not be attached to the health 
certificate, but must be retained by the OV for record 
purposes.  However the OV may attach a sheet showing the flock 
vaccination programme if appropriate.

In paragraph (f) the OV should delete 'day old chicks', unless 
they have been vaccinated against all 3 conditions (Marek's 
disease, infectious bursal disease and Newcastle disease).  
Ethiopia does not require that the chicks must be vaccinated, 
or that it must be certified.  But this does not preclude the 
use of one or two or all of these vaccines in day old chicks.


The detail concerning the seed stock for coccidiosis vaccine in 
paragraph (k) must be supplied by the veterinarian who is 
normally responsible or the flock(s) of origin.   The flock 
veterinarian will provide the
information in the support 
certificate 6341SUP (see paragraph 3 above).
7.
Harmful substances in the feed

Paragraph IV (g) refers. The OV must certify this paragraph in 
respect of the day old chicks on the basis of his/her personal 
knowledge of procedures at the hatchery.  In respect of the 
flocks of origin the OV must certify on the basis of a written 
statement (on certificate 6341SUP) from the veterinarian who is 
regularly responsible for the flocks of origin.   Regarding the 
possibility of any antibiotic treatment of the flocks of 
origin, the flock veterinarian should confirm by checking the 
medicines record book, or other equivalent and appropriate 
records, that no treatment has been administered. 
8.
Sanitisation of the hatching eggs at collection

Paragraph IV (h) refers. The OV must certify this paragraph on 
the basis of a written declaration from the owner/exporter.  
The written declaration must not be attached to the health 
certificate, but must be retained by the OV for record 
purposes.

The eggs must be sanitised in accordance with the standards laid down in the OIE Code. The Code states that "hatching eggs should be cleaned and sanitised as soon as possible after collection using an approved sanitising agent in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions".   The UK authorities do not have a procedure for approval of commercial products for egg sanitisation.  In the absence of any such official approval procedure, the OV or the flock veterinarian may use his/her own clinical judgement about the approval of the method.



9.
Poultry health scheme testing for Salmonellas

Paragraph IV (i) refers. Directive 2009/158/EC is the European 

poultry trade Directive. One of the conditions of the Directive 
is that approved flocks must be routinely tested for both 
S.pullorum and S.gallinarum with negative results.  Approved 
hatcheries may only accept eggs from flocks that are tested and 
approved.  All of the conditions in the Directive are fully 
implemented in GB by the Poultry Health Scheme (PHS), and in 
Northern Ireland by the Northern Ireland Poultry Health and 
Assurance Scheme (NIPHAS). Therefore membership of either of 
these schemes means that the premises are officially approved 
and tested for these diseases with negative results in 
accordance with Directive 2009/158/EC.


Current membership of the PHS or NIPHAS will be confirmed in a written statement (form 618NDC) which will be sent to the OV by the issuing office  (in GB, Animal Health, Specialist Service Centre (SSC)– Exports, Carlisle) within 10 days before shipment.


10.
Notifiable Disease Clearance

Paragraph IV (j) refers.   Freedom of the premises of origin (both farms and hatchery) from Newcastle disease and notifiable avian influenza may be certified by the OV provided that he/she has received written authority (Form 618NDC) which will be sent to him/her by (in GB, Animal Health, Specialist Service Centre (SSC)– Exports, Carlisle) or the relevant issuing office in N. Ireland within 10 days before shipment.


Concerning vaccination for avian influenza, the AI control Directive 2005/94/EC lays down rules that forbid the vaccination of  poultry for AI in any Member State except in extreme circumstances and with the prior approval of the EU Commission.   The Directive also provides the opportunity for zoo birds of special genetic or conservation value to be vaccinated to ensure their preservation.

The AI Directive is implemented in England by The Avian 
Influenza and Influenza of Avian Origin in Mammals 
(England)(No.2) Order 2006, and by its equivalent in the 
devolved administrations.  The United Kingdom has never applied 
to the Commission for permission to vaccinate poultry, but has 
obtained permission for a very small number of zoo birds to be 
vaccinated.   Consequently the vaccination of poultry against 
AI in the UK is currently illegal.  

11.
Owner's declaration about shipping containers


Paragraph IV (l) refers. The declaration must not be attached 
to the health certificate, but must be retained by the OV for 
record purposes, in common with the owner's declarations for 
paragraphs IV (f), (g) and (h). 
12.
Disclaimer


This certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with 
the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent 
authority in the importing country.  If these do not match, the exporter should contact the AHVLA Specialist Service Centre – Centre for International Trade in Carlisle, via the link below:

http://animalhealth.defra.gov.uk/about/contact-us/tradeexports.html
13.
Welfare during travel

Welfare conditions during transport are laid down by Council Regulation (EC) 1/2005, implemented in England by The Welfare of Animals (Transport) (England) Order 2006, and parallel legislation in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

Exporters must comply with the UK welfare laws relating to the export of animals. If transported by air, animals should be transported in accordance with International Air Transport Association (IATA) standards. 

Further information on OIE and IATA transport recommendations may be obtained from the following offices;

England, Scotland & Wales  
Welfare in Transport Team at the 
AHVLA Specialist Service Centre –International Trade - at Carlisle, via the link below:
http://animalhealth.defra.gov.uk/about/contact-us/tradeexports.html  
Northern Ireland  
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland, Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Road, Ballymiscaw, Belfast, BT4 3SB. DARD Helpline number 0300 200 7852. DARD Helpline email dardhelpline@dardni.gov.uk 

DARD Textphone 028 9052 4420
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