








No: .............
EXPORT OF PRIMATES FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN AND EXPORTER

IMPORTANT

These notes provide guidance to Official Veterinarians (OV) and exporters. The Notes for Guidance NFG should have been issued to you together with export certificate 7799EHC. The NFG should not be read as a standalone document but in conjunction with certificate 7799EHC. We strongly suggest that exporters obtain full details of the importing country’s requirements from the veterinary and/or health authorities in the country concerned, or their representatives in the UK, in advance of each consignment. The USA DHHS CDC Document - Foreign – Requirements for Importers of Nonhuman Primates (NHP) Final Rule – 42CFR Part 71 (Feb 15 2013) is applicable to this export and should be read and understood in conjunction with the EHC and NFG.
1.
SCOPE OF THE CERTIFICATE

This certificate is for the export of primates from the United Kingdom to the United States of America.
2. 
IMPORT REQUIREMENTS
Exporters should obtain and read the USDA Regulation “Requirements for Importers of Nonhuman Primates” issued by the USDA Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC, Department of Health and Human Health Services) Agency which sets out the USA’s import requirements for primates. (see page 24 of document USA page no. ref 11544 in top left hand side of the document) Paragraphs p(2)(i) & (ii) of that document refer to “zoo to zoo transfers”.  Paragraph p(2)(i) refers to compliance with the requirements of stated in earlier paragraphs in the document, particularly (paragraphs g - registration, h - documentation & n – record keeping and sub paragraphs (i)(1),(i)(2),(i)(3),(i)(4),(i))(5),(i)(6)(i),(i)(6)(v),(i)(6)(vi),(i)(7), (i)(8),(i)(9)referring to the USA requirements for a worker protection plan and protective equipment, (j)(1),(j)(2),(j)(5),(j10),(j11),(j12) referring to the USA requirements for a Standard Operating Procedures and equipment standards for crating, caging and transporting the primates, (k)(5),(k)(6) referring to the USA requirements for relating to ground transport vehicles (SOPs and other aspects), (m)(1),(m)(5)and (m6) referring to the USA requirements for health reporting requirements for primates. For ease of reference an extract of the text of these paragraphs is reproduced at the end of this document.  
Import requirements for primates being imported in to the USA, are set by the USDA Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC, Department of Health and Human Health Services) Agency, however exporters are advised to also check with APHIS USDA, prior to arranging the export, to check whether or not an import permit is required and if they have any additional requirements. 

Exporters must note that they and the importer must be pre-registered with CDC and have their registration confirmed in writing by CDC before arranging to export primates to the USA for approved purposes (science, education or exhibition only).

Exporters are advised to work closely with the importer to enable the importer to provide a full itinerary for the shipment and ensure that CDC has received the itinerary no less than 7 working days in advance of the intended shipment date.  Exporters are advised to ensure that CDC acknowledge or confirm receipt of the itinerary sent to them by the importer.       

3.
CERTIFICATION BY AN OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN (OV)
This certificate may be signed by an Official Veterinarian (OV) appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), Scottish Government, Welsh Government, or an Authorised Veterinary Inspector (AVI) appointed by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland (DARDNI), who is an Official Veterinarian (OV) on the appropriate panel for export purposes or who holds the appropriate Official Controls Qualification (Veterinary) (OCQ(V)) authorisation. OVs/AVIs should sign and stamp the health certificate with the OV/AVI stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK. Each page should also be signed, dated and stamped, together with all associated documentation (e.g. laboratory reports, if applicable). The certificate and some supporting documents contain some text with Americanized spelling (such as addresses).
A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to 

The issuing office, in GB – Animal and Plant Health Agency - Centre for International Trade (APHA –CIT) in Carlisle and in the case of Northern Ireland to the local DARD office within seven days of signing.

The OV/AVI should keep a copy for his/her own records. 
4. 
INSPECTION

The inspection at paragraphs IV(a) and IV(j) must be carried out within 24 hours of the intended time of export.
5.
INDENTIFICATION

The animal to be exported must be individually identified by means of
an ISO-compliant microchip, and the microchip type, its number and

its site of implantation must be recorded at paragraph I of the

certificate.  In addition all other details in paragraph I must be

completed. If the exporter is also supplying a photograph of animal (it is a USDA option, but not a requirement) then the exporter should record the animal’s ID details on the photo e.g. microchip number, name and date of birth) on the back of the photo and attach the photos to the EHC.
6.
INDIVIDUAL HEALTH RECORDS

Individual health records including details of vaccinations, tests
and treatments performed during the last three years or since birth of each animal, must be attached to the veterinary certificate. Details of testing for tuberculosis and Filovirus (Ebola) must be included.  

7. 
TESTS AND TESTING REQUIREMENTS
Tuberculin test 

Paragraph IV(e)(i)refers.  USDA CDC requires three injections, with 2 week intervals during pre-export quarantine. It is necessary to anaesthetise the animal for the injections, but it is possible to read the test during the following 3 days by simply observing the conscious animal at a distance.

For the MOT tuberculin test, using old mammalian tuberculin, the injection must consist of 0.1 ml of tuberculin, injected intradermally into the skin on the outer side of the eyelid.  A 26 gauge needle is appropriate. The needle is inserted (bevel up) intra-dermally to the outer skin of the upper eyelid, close to its margin. However for very small species such as marmosets and tamarins a reduced dose of 0.05ml can be used, the test should be performed in the abdominal skin or inner thigh rather than the eyelid. A minimum of two weeks should occur between skin tests. Injection sites are to be observed at 24, 48 and 72 hour intervals, after each skin test.
Ebola test
Para IV(e)(ii) refers. If testing for Ebola virus is carried out use an immunoassay or RT-PCR.
If either of these tests are unavailable through APHA Weybridge or the other usual sources for testing, contact Public Health England, (Rare and Imported Pathogens Laboratory(RIPL), e-mail ripl@phe.gov.uk tel: 01980 612 348. 
8.  
PREMISES DISEASE CLEARANCE

Paragraphs IV(c) and (d) refer. The OV should certify this paragraph on the basis of personal knowledge of the premises of origin, supported by laboratory reports, pathological examinations and other records as appropriate.  If the OV does not have personal knowledge of the premises he/she must obtain a written support statement from another veterinarian who does have such knowledge.

9.
EXPORTER’S DECLARATIONS
Paragraphs IV (b), (g), (k) and (l) refer.  Signed declarations should be provided to enable certifying these paragraphs.  The declaration should include a clause indicating that the signatory is aware that making a false declaration is an offence.

10.
C.I.T.E.S

Para I(b) refers. This certificate does not provide exemption from other legislation laid down for the protection or conservation of certain wild species, e.g. the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (C.I.T.E.S.). Information about the necessary requirements may be obtained from the Department at the following address:

Wildlife Licensing and Registration Service (WLRS)

Zone 1/17, Temple Quay House, No.2 The Square, Temple Quay, 

Bristol, BS1 6EB.  Tel:
0117 372 8774. Fax: 0117 372 8206.
11.
TRANSPORT & WELFARE
Entry of primates into the United States is restricted into those ports of entry where United States CDC Quarantine Stations are located, except in limited circumstances approved in writing in advance by the USDA Center for Disease Control (CDC).
Exporters must comply with the UK welfare laws relating to the export of animals. Welfare conditions during transport in the EU and from the EU are laid down by Council Regulation (EC) 1/2005, implemented in England by The Welfare of Animals (Transport) (England) order 2006, and parallel legislation in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.  


If transported by air, animals should be transported in accordance with International Air Transport Association (IATA) standards.



Further information on OIE and IATA transport recommendations may be obtained from the following offices;

England, Scotland & Wales  

Welfare in Transport Team at the APHA Centre for International Trade - Carlisle, via the link below:
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/animal-and-plant-health-agency/about/access-and-opening#centre-for-international-trade-carlisle
Northern Ireland
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland, Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Road, Ballymiscaw, Belfast, BT4 3SB.
DARD Helpline number 0300 200 7852.
DARD Helpline email dardhelpline@dardni.gov.uk 

DARD Textphone 028 9052 4420
12.
DISCLAIMER
This certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country.  If these do not match, the exporter should contact the APHA Centre for International Trade, in Carlisle via the link below:
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/animal-and-plant-health-agency/about/access-and-opening#centre-for-international-trade-carlisle
In Northern Ireland, contact the DARD trade administration team: 

E-mail: tradeadminpost@dardni.gov.uk. Tel: 0289 0520989 
Headings from USA DHHS CDC Document - Foreign – Requirements for Importers of Nonhuman Primates (NHP) Final Rule – 42CFR Part 71 (Feb 15 2013) applicable+ to this export

+paras p(2)(i)&(ii)- Zoo to Zoo transfers 

(p)(2)(i)- The Zoo exporting live Non-Human Primates (NHPs)to the USA through transfer from one zoo to another must comply with all elements of paragraphs(g),(h),(n),(i)(1),(i)(2),(i)(3),(i)(4),(i))(5),(i)(6)(i),
(i)(6)(v), (i)(6)(vi),(i)(7),(i)(8),(i)(9),(j)(1),(j)(2),(j)(5), (j10),(j11),(j12),(k)(5),(k)(6),(m)(1),(m)(5)and (m6)  of the CDC document (referred to above)

These paragraphs are: 

(g)
registration or renewal of importers [exporters] (and the applicable sub paras)
· before distributing or transferring the primates, the exporter must communicate in writing - the restrictions and definitions of the permitted purposes and obtain written certifications[assurances] regarding the primates from the importer. The exporter should keep all records for three years after export. 

· this should enable the exporter to draw up and provide the US required written statement that all primates to be exported by them [the exporter]and the primates offspring will only be used and distributed for permitted purposes [purposes in accordance with detailed on officially issued permits or similar documents].   

· The exporter should maintain a movement record of each individual primate, including the identity (name & address) of the recipient/establishment, the number and identity of any other primates included in a shipment.  This record should be kept either electronically or in a central location that is at or in close proximity to the primate facility, kept in an organised manner to allow HHS/CDC to easily inspect the records during HHS/CDC site visits that will only take place during normal business hours. The exporter shall retain the accurately time-dated records and backup copies up to 3 years after the transfer of the primates. 

(h)
documentation (and the applicable sub paras)
· before distributing or transferring the primates, the exporter must communicate in writing - the restrictions and definitions of the permitted purposes and obtain written certifications[assurances] regarding the primates from the importer .  The exporter should keep all records for three years after export. 

· this should enable the exporter to draw up and provide the US required written statement that all primates to be exported by them [the exporter]and the primates offspring will only be used and distributed for permitted purposes [purposes in accordance with detailed on officially issued permits or similar documents].   

· The exporter should maintain a movement record of each individual primate, including the identity (name & address) of the recipient/establishment, the number and identity of any other primates included in a shipment.  This record should be kept either electronically or in a central location that is at or in close proximity to the primate facility, kept in an organised manner to allow HHS/CDC to easily inspect the records during HHS/CDC site visits that will only take place during normal business hours. The exporter shall retain the accurately time-dated records and backup copies up to 3 years after the transfer of the primates. 

(n)
record keeping (and the applicable sub paras) 
(1)exporters must be in compliance with all applicable elements of their Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)
(2)exporters must in notify HHS/CDC in writing/e-mail of the
impending shipment at least 7 [working]days before shipment is due to take place, the information to be provided should include; 
(i) the importer’s names and address

(ii) the number and species of NHPs being exported 
(iii) description of crates

(iv) means of individually identifying NHPs 
(v) origin* of NHPs including the country, and the exporter and exporter’s address * NHP’s place of birth.
(vi) use of NHPs [purpose of export e.g. exhibition]

(vii) specific itinerary with names, dates, flights, times, airports/seaports and responsible parties to contact every step of travel, including ground transportation

(viii) port of entry [airport]
(ix) airline and flight number
(x) If arriving by vehicle, name of vehicle’s owner and its license plate number [not applicable if flying direct to USA]

(xi) name and address of the destination quarantine facility
(xii) name and address and contact information for shipper if different from importer

(xiii) if applicable name and address of broker in USA

(xiv) name and address and contact information for person(s) responsible for off-loading the NHPs in the USA

(xv) name and address and contact information for any party responsible for ground transportation from port of entry to quarantine facility (if different from importer)
(xvi) master air waybill number for shipment
(xvii) CITES permit number and expiration date. 
(i) Worker protection plan and personal protective equipment (and the applicable sub paras)
In addition to complying with the requirements of section (i) of the CDC requirements, an exporter must comply with national health and safety rules (sub para i.1).
Exporters must have a written worker protection plan for anyone whose duties may result in exposure to NHPs including procedures for appropriate response measures in the event of an emergency.  An importer must adhere to the plan and the SOPs and must ensure that each worker covered under the plan also adheres to it and all pertinent SOPs (sub para i.2).
An exporter must contact HHS/CDC immediately by telephone, text or e-mail, as specified in the exporter’s SOP, to report any instance of a worker exposed to a zoonotic illness and must include instructions for contacting HHS/CDC in its worker protection plan (sub para i.3).
A worker protection plan must include the following (i) Procedures to protect and train transport workers in how to avoid and respond to zoonotic diseases exposures associated with NHPs, including procedures for appropriate responses in the event of a vehicle crash or other emergency during transport (ii) Hazard  evaluation and worker communication procedures (iii)PPE requirements that adhere to those in paragraph (i)(6) –see text further down, (iv) TB control requirements that adhere to paragraph (i)(7) –see text further down;(v)if applicable SOPS that adhere to requirements relating to macaques as described in paragraph (i)(8) –see text further down; (vi) an infection prevention programme, including infection-prevention methods requiring, at a minimum, PPE and workplace practices for preventing infection amongst workers whose duties may result in exposure to NHPs and (A) SOPs that include requirements for preventing workplace infection from potentially contaminated needles or other sharp instruments and that, at a minimum, prohibit workers from recapping used needles by hand; removing needles by hand; or otherwise bending, breaking or manipulating used needles by hand.(B)SOPs requiring that used syringes and needles, scalpel, blades and other sharp items be placed  in puncture-resistant containers kept as close to the work site as practical and disinfected and/or disposed of as hazardous waste. (C) SOPs requiring the removable disposable PEE to be autoclaved, incinerated, or otherwise disposed of as bio-hazardous waste.  Non-disposable clothing worn in the quarantine facility must be disinfected on site before laundering (D) an infection-prevention programmes that requires NHP handlers to cleanse all bites, scratches and/or mucosal surfaces or abraded skin exposed to blood or body fluids immediately and thoroughly. (E) Infection-prevention procedures that require workers to immediately flush their eyes with water for at least 15 minutes following exposure of blood or bodily fluids to the eye. (vii) Post-exposure procedures that provide potentially exposed workers with direct and rapid access to a medical consultant including: (A) Procedures ensuring that exposed workers have direct and immediate access to a medical consultant who has been previously identified in the SOPs to HHS/CDC. (B) For potential exposures to herpes B virus, post-exposure procedures that require the routing of diagnostic specimens to the National B Virus Resource Center located in Georgia State Resource Center located at Georgia State University in Atlanta, Georgia USA or another location as specified by HHS/CDC. (viii) Procedures for documenting the frequency of worker training, including for those working in the quarantine facility(sub para i.4).
As part of the worker protection plan described in paragraph (i) an exporter must establish, implement and maintain hazard evaluation and worker communication procedures that include the following: (i) description of known zoonotic disease and injury hazards associated with handling NHPs; (ii) the need for PPE when handling NHPs and the training in proper use of PPE, including re-training and reinforcement of appropriate use; (iii) Procedures for monitoring workers for signs of zoonotic illness including procedures that ensure reporting to HHS/CDC by telephone, text or e-mails within 24 hours of occurrence of illness in any worker suspected of having a zoonotic disease; and (iv) Procedures for disinfection of garment, supplies, equipment and waste(sub para i.5).
As part of the worker protection plan an exporter must identify the PPE required for each task or working area. Any required PPE must be available to workers when needed (sub para i.6.i).
Workers must remove disposable PPE and discard as a biohazard (sub para i.6.v).
Workers must not eat, drink or smoke while physically handling NHPs or cages, crates or other materials from such NHPs (sub para i.6.vi).
For TB protection, an exporter must ensure the following: Workers in a facility housing NHPs most have a baseline evaluation for TB prior to working with NHPs and an evaluation at least annually (i.7.i); [Prompt and direct access to a medical consultant who is capable of performing the evaluation and maintenance of such tests;(i.7.ii);If an NHP is found to have laboratory-confirmed TB, any worker where a confirmed NHP has been housed must promptly undergo a post exposure TB evaluation (1.7.iii)[and steps A-C are followed] 
(A)If that testis negative, the worker must undergo another TB evaluation 3 months later and 

(B) If either test is reactive, the worker must be referred to medical evaluation and 

(C) The HHS/CDC must be immediately notified of the results of medical evaluation by telephone, text or email as specified in the [ex]porter’s SOPs(sub para i.7).
For the importation of macaques an exporter must develop, implement and adhere to a written PPE programme to prevent herpes B virus transmission. The programme must be based on a thorough hazard assessment of all work procedures, potential routes of exposure (e.g. bites, scratches, or mucosal exposures), and potential adverse health outcomes (sub para i.8).
An [The]exporter must keep records of all serious febrile illnesses (fever greater than 101.3 degrees Fahrenheit (38.5 degrees Celsius)for more than 48 hours) in workers having exposure to NHPs in transit or in quarantine.  The record must be kept by the exporter as part of the worker’s administrative records.  The exporter must promptly notify HHS/CDC by telephone, text or e-mail if such an illness occurs.  An [The]exporter must ensure that the medical consultant providing care is informed that the patient works with and/or has been exposed to NHPs (sub para i.9).
(j)
SOP requirements and equipment standards for crating, caging and transporting live non-human primates (and the applicable sub paras)
the crate must be free of sharp objects (sub para j.1).
use of glass items for feeding or watering are not permitted(sub para j.2).
upon arrival in the USA  only the importer or an authorised representative may receive the NHPS from the conveyance (e.g.airplane). The exporter/importer must establish an emergency contingency plan in the unlikely event that they are unable to meet the shipment (sub para j.5).
Workers as well as the NHPs must be protected from communicable disease exposures at any facility used en-route , including transportation holding facilities and document the communicable disease prevention measures taken to protect workers at facilities en-route (sub para j.10).
For each export, documentation must be made of the communicable disease prevention procedures to be carried out in every step of the chain of custody from the time of embarkation of the NHPs at the country of origin until arrival at  the quarantine facility (sub para j.11).
Procedures to ensure that the [aircraft?], vehicles and related equipment are decontaminated following transport [are these responsibility of the transport operators?] (sub para j.12)
(k)
ground transport vehicles (and the applicable sub paras)
An [exporter/]importer must establish, implement, maintain and adhere to the SOPs for ground transport vehicles transporting NHPs met the following requirements. 

After transport of the NHP shipment from port of entry to the quarantine facility the exporter/importer must notify HHS/CDC in writing/text message or e-mail as specified in the SOP, within 48 hours of the time the shipment arrived at the quarantine facility(sub para k.5).
As part of the notification of arrival in paragraph (k)(5)of this section, an exporter/importer must inform HHS/CDC whether suspected or confirmed transmission  or spread  of communicable disease occurred during transport including notification of NHPs that died, became ill or were injured during transport, or malfunctions, or malfunctions associated with disease –mitigation procedures or equipment(sub para k.6).
(m)
health reporting requirements for nonhuman primates(and the applicable sub paras)
An exporter/importer must notify HHS/CDC of events listed in this paragraph (m)by telephone/text or e-mail(sub para m.1).
An exporter/importer must notify HHS/CDC within 24 hours if any NHP tests positive for filovirus virus antigen or antibody (sub para m.5).
An exporter/importer must report to HSS/CDC within 24 hours, any positive or suspicious TST result, necropsy findings or laboratory results. Any report required under this section must include a copy or summary of the individual NHP’s health record(sub para m.6).
Para (p)(2) -  If a zoo is [exporting] one or more NHPs to the USA to another zoo, the recipient zoo must before the transfer, submit the following information for approval by HHS/CDC: 

(i) A copy of each NHP’s veterinary medical records, including regular testing for TB from the previous zoo for HHS/CDC’s approval- re-word to read exporter must supply etc.  

The medical record should include a positive identification of the NHP, such as a tattoo, microchip or photograph.

(ii) A copy of a current health certificate, including documentation of a negative TB test, signed by a state licenced veterinarian [OV] within 14 days of the transfer stating that the NHP(s) appear healthy and are free from communicable diseases. 

(iii) Documentation which verifies that the recipient zoo is registered in accordance with the section[explain – that the zoo is registered in accordance with national and/or regional requirements]
(iv) A specific itinerary with names, dates, flights, times, airports, seaports and responsible parties to contact at every step of travel, including ground transportation.
+It is the exporter’s responsibility to ensure that they have an up-to date-copy of the USA regulations for importing primates into the USA and can comply with the import provisions.  It is also the exporter’s responsibility to read and understand the full USA requirements, the extract information above is only an interpretation to provide some guidance is not intended to be a full instruction or substitute for the full guidance.
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