








No: .............
EXPORT OF CAPTIVE BIRDS (INCLUDING PIGEONS) TO TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

 
NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN (OV) AND EXPORTER

IMPORTANT

These notes provide guidance to Official Veterinarians (OV) and exporters. The NFG should have been issued to you together with export certificate 933EHC. The NFG should not be read as a standalone document but in conjunction with certificate 933EHC. We strongly suggest that exporters obtain full details of the importing country’s requirements from the veterinary authorities in the country concerned, or their representatives in the UK, in advance of each consignment. 
1.
Scope of the certificate

Certificate 933EHC may be used for the export of all species of captive birds including pigeons, but excluding poultry, to Trinidad and Tobago.

2.
Certification by an Official Veterinarian (OV)
This certificate may be signed by an Official Veterinarian (Local Veterinary Inspector) appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), Scottish Government – Rural Directorate, Welsh Assembly Government - Department for Rural Affairs, or an Authorised Veterinary Inspector (AVI) appointed by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland (DARDNI), who is an Official Veterinarian (OV) on the appropriate panel for export purposes. OVs/AVIs should sign and stamp the health certificate with the OV/AVI stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.

A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the issuing office (in GB – Animal Health, Specialist Service Centre - Exports, Carlisle) within seven days of signing. 

The OV/AVI should keep a copy for his/her own records.

3.
Clinical inspection


Paragraph IV. a) refers. The inspection must be carried out within 48 hours prior to the intended time of shipment.

4.
Notifiable Disease Clearance

Paragraphs IV. b) and h). Official Veterinarians may certify these paragraphs on behalf of the Department provided written authority to do so has been obtained from the Animal Health, Specialist Service Centre - Exports, Carlisle on form 618NDC.

5.
Clinical Freedom from Psittacosis

Paragraph IV. c) refers. In order to certify this paragraph the OV 
must either have personal knowledge of the premises of origin, or obtain a written statement from a veterinarian who does have knowledge of those premises. The OV may use his/her discretion to obtain any further written support statements from the owner or other competent persons, and in cases of doubt the DVM or equivalent should be consulted.
6.
Residence in United Kingdom 

Paragraph IV. d) refers. In order to certify this paragraph the OV should ideally have personal knowledge of the premises of origin, or 
obtain a written statement from a veterinarian who does have knowledge of those premises. The OV or a supporting veterinarian may rely on written movement records maintained by the keeper of the birds, if the veterinarians consider on the basis of their personal knowledge and experience that these records are reliable.

7.
Pre-Export Quarantine

Paragraph IV. e) refers. The OV (or a supporting veterinarian) must personally inspect the quarantine facility at the beginning of the 21 day period, and check the identification of each of the birds for export, in order to confirm that all of the listed birds are present throughout the quarantine period. The OV should use his/her discretion about further visits during the course of the quarantine period in order to confirm the absence of disease, but a minimum of 2 visits is advisable. It should be acceptable for the OV to receive regular reports from the keeper of the birds to cover the periods between visits.

8.
Chlamydiosis Treatment

Paragraph IV. f) refers. In the case of all species other than psittacines this paragraph should be deleted. In order to certify that the 45 day period has been observed, the same comments as in paragraph 7 above apply. The dose rate and duration of treatment with doxycycline should follow the data sheet instructions.

9.
Laboratory Test

Paragraph IV. g) refers. The sample may take the form of a cloacal or faecal swab for virus isolation, or blood sample for serology, by either: 
(i) the detection of avian influenza antigen or genome 

or


(ii) serology test for H5 and H7 avian virus, using Agar Gel Immunodiffusion Test or Haemagglutination Inhibition Test

With negative results in each case;

The test must be carried out at the Avian Virology Unit, Veterinary Laboratories Agency (VLA), New Haw, Addlestone, Surrey, KT15 3NB -  Tel. 01932 341 111. The OV is advised to contact VLA by telephone well in advance to make sure that the results will be available well before the time of export, and to get any special instructions about taking and sending the samples.

10.
C.I.T.E.S
This certificate does not provide exemption from other legislation laid down for the protection or conservation of certain wild species, e.g. the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (C.I.T.E.S.). Information about the necessary requirements may be obtained from the Department at the address given below:

Wildlife Licensing and Registration Service (WLRS)
Zone 1/17, Temple Quay House, 

2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol, BS1 6EB

Tel:
0117 372 8774  Fax: 0117 372 8206

11.
Welfare

Welfare conditions during transport are laid down by Council Regulation EC 1/2005, implemented in England by The Welfare of Animals (Transport) (England) Order 2006, and parallel legislation in Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland.
Exporters must comply with the British welfare laws relating to the export of animals. If transported by air, animals should be transported in accordance with International Air Transport Association (IATA) standards. Information about the necessary requirements may be obtained from the Animal Welfare Team at any of the offices mentioned below:

ENGLAND
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, 





9 Millbank, c/o 17 Smith Square, London, SW1P 3JR.




Tel: 020 7238 5865/Fax: 020 7238 6009;

SCOTLAND
Scottish Government – Rural Directorate, Pentland House, 47 Robb’s Loan, Edinburgh, EH14 1TW. 

Tel: 0131 556 8400 ext 6181/Fax: 0131 244 6616;
WALES

Welsh Assembly Government – Department for Rural Affairs, Crown Buildings, Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF1 3NQ.

Tel: 02920 823593/Fax: 02920 823352

NORTHERN
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
IRELAND
Northern Ireland, Animal Welfare Section, 




Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Road, Belfast, 

BT4 3SB.




Tel: 028 9052 4580 / Fax 028 9052 5012

12.
Disclaimer


The DEFRA disclaimer (Form 372DMR) will be issued to the exporter with this certificate for his/her information. The certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country. It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country. If these do not match, the exporter should contact the Exports Policy Liaison Team in Carlisle via the appropriate address in the link given below:-



http://defraweb/animalhealth/about-us/contact-us/search/index.asp 
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