








No: .............
EXPORT OF PRIMATES FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM TO SRI LANKA
HEALTH CERTIFICATE - NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN AND EXPORTER
IMPORTANT

These notes provide guidance to Official Veterinarians (OV) and exporters. The NFG should have been issued to you together with export certificate 5094EHC. The NFG should not be read as a standalone document but in conjunction with certificate 5094EHC. We strongly suggest that exporters obtain full details of the importing country’s requirements from the veterinary authorities in the country concerned, or their representatives in the UK, in advance of each consignment. 

Scope of the certificate
1. Export health certificate 5094EHC may be used for the export of primates from the United Kingdom to Sri Lanka.


Certification by an Official Veterinarian (OV)
2. This certificate may be signed by a Local Veterinary Inspector appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), Scottish Government – Rural Directorate, Welsh Assembly Government - Department for Rural Affairs, or an Authorised Veterinary Inspector (AVI) appointed by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland (DARDNI), who is an Official Veterinarian (OV) on the appropriate panel for export purposes. OVs/AVIs should sign and stamp the health certificate with the OV/AVI stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.

A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the issuing local Animal Health Divisional Office (AHDO) within seven days of issue. 

The OV/AVI should keep a copy for his/her own records.
Identification
3.
Paragraph I refers. If the animals to be exported cannot be individually identified, e.g. by microchip or tattoo, then the transport container should be sealed with a uniquely numbered tamper-proof seal and the seal number entered at paragraph I.

Examination

4. The examination at Paragraph IV. (a) should be carried out on day of loading.
Owners declaration

5.
Paragraph IV. (b) refers. The owner/exporter must provide a written declaration that the animal(s) intended for export have either been born in a United Kingdom zoo or have been kept there since birth. 


Premises disease clearance

6. Paragraph IV. (d) refers.   The OV should certify this paragraph on 


the basis of personal knowledge of the premises of origin, supported 


by laboratory reports, pathological examinations and other records as 


appropriate. If the OV does not have personal knowledge of the 


premises he/she must obtain a written support statement from another 


veterinarian who does have such knowledge.
Notifiable disease clearance
7.
Official Veterinarians may certify paragraph IV. (e) on behalf of the Department provided written authority to do so has been obtained on form 618NDC, from the relevant local Animal Health Divisional Office.

Tuberculin test 
8. Paragraph IV. (f) refers.  Two injections are required, one using human tuberculin and one using bovine tuberculin. It is necessary to anaesthetise the animal for the injections, but it is possible to read the test during the following 3 days by simply observing the conscious animal at a distance.
For the human tuberculin test, using human PPD (the Mantoux test), the injection must consist of 0.1 ml of tuberculin at a concentration of 1000 units per ml,  injected intradermally into the skin on the outer side of the  eyelid.  However for very small species such as marmosets and tamarins the test should be performed in the abdominal skin or inner thigh rather than the eyelid. A 1 ml tuberculin syringe and 3/8 inch 27 gauge needle is appropriate. The needle is inserted (bevel up) intra-dermally to the outer skin of the upper eyelid, close to its margin. 

The human tuberculin can be obtained from the Department of Health, Pharmacy Purchasing Division, by telephoning:  

Alan Russell on 0787 989 8046, or email alan.russell@pasa.nhs.uk.

For the bovine injection, Weybridge bovine tuberculin should be used.   The procedure should be the same as above, into the other eyelid.

A positive reaction to either injection consists of oedema of the lid with redness. The extent of the reaction is immaterial. A positive reaction will usually begin to appear after 16 hours and may persist for 72 hours depending on its severity. The test should be read by scrutiny (further restraint should not be necessary) on three successive days following inoculation. In early infections the animal may not react. In advanced cases of tuberculosis, the tuberculin may result in systemic reaction.  The OV must be aware that neither of these tuberculins are licensed for use in primates, and the owner should be advised that the use of any product outwith the data sheet may entail a risk of adverse reactions. 
Primate pathogen tests: Salmonella, Shigella, and Yersinia
9.
Paragraph IV. (g) refers. Samples must be submitted to a Government authorised laboratory. The Veterinary Laboratories Agency (VLA) might not be able to accept bacteriological samples from primates because of the potential health and safety/zoonotic implications related to handling specimens from primates. The Health Protection Agency (HPA) laboratories may be better equipped to handle samples from primates.   Details of the local HPA laboratory can be found on the HPA website: http://www.hpa.org.uk. 
Before submitting samples for testing, OVs should contact the laboratory to enable appropriate arrangements to be made, and to obtain any necessary advice about the handling of samples.
Treatment for parasites
10.
Paragraph IV. (h) and (j) refer. Both treatments must be given during the 14 days prior to export. If the products do not have a valid UK marketing authorisation for the species concerned, the OV may use his/her clinical judgement to operate in accordance with the ‘cascade principle’. The OV must be aware that the use of a pharmaceutical preparation ‘off the data sheet’ may entail a risk, and the owner of the animal should be made aware of this risk and their agreement obtained in writing before the substance is used. 

C.I.T.E.S
11.
This certificate does not provide exemption from other legislation laid down for the protection or conservation of certain wild species, e.g. the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (C.I.T.E.S.). Information about the necessary requirements may be obtained from the Department at the address given below:

Wildlife Licensing and Registration Service (WLRS)

Zone 1/17, Temple Quay House, 

2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol, BS1 6EB

Tel:
0117 372 8774  Fax: 0117 372 8206


Welfare
12.
Welfare conditions during transport are laid down by Council Regulation EC 1/2005, implemented in England by The Welfare of Animals (Transport) (England) Order 2006, and parallel legislation in Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland.

Exporters must comply with the British welfare laws relating to the export of animals. If transported by air, animals should be transported in accordance with International Air Transport Association (IATA) standards. Information about the necessary requirements may be obtained from the Animal Welfare Team at any of the offices mentioned below:


ENGLAND
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 




9 Millbank, c/o 17 Smith Square, London, SW1P 3JR



Tel: 020 7238 5865 / Fax: 020 7238 6009

SCOTLAND
Scottish Government – Rural Directorate,




Pentland House, 47 Robb’s Loan, Edinburgh EH14 1TW




Tel: 0131 556 8400 ext 6181/Fax: 0131 244 6616;

WALES

Welsh Assembly Government – Department for Rural Affairs, 

 
Crown Buildings, Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF1 3NQ

Tel: 02920 823593/Fax: 02920 823352;
NORTHERN
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development

IRELAND
Northern Ireland, Animal Welfare Section, 



Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Road, Belfast, 



BT4 3SB



Tel: 028 9052 4580 / Fax 028 9052 5012 


Disclaimer
13.
The DEFRA disclaimer (Form 372DMR) will be issued to the exporter with this certificate for his/her information. The certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country. It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country. If these do not match, the exporter should contact the Exports Policy Liaison Team in Carlisle via the appropriate address in the link given below:-

http://www.defra.gov.uk/animalh/int-trde/general/contacts.htm
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