








No: .............
EXPORT OF BATS FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM TO THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN AND THE EXPORTER

IMPORTANT

These notes provide guidance to Official Veterinarians (OV) and exporters. The NFG should have been issued to you together with export certificate 7225EHC. The NFG should not be read as a standalone document but in conjunction with certificate 7225EHC. We strongly suggest that exporters obtain full details of the importing country’s requirements from the veterinary authorities in the country concerned, or their representatives in the UK, in advance of each consignment. 
1.
SCOPE OF THE CERTIFICATE  

Export health certificate 7225EHC may be used for the export of bats from the United Kingdom to the Republic of South Africa.
2.
CERTIFICATION BY AN OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN (OV)
This certificate may be signed by an Official Veterinarian (Local Veterinary Inspector) appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), Scottish Government – Rural Directorate, Welsh Assembly Government - Department for Rural Affairs, or an Authorised Veterinary Inspector (AVI) appointed by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland (DARDNI), who is an Official Veterinarian (OV) on the appropriate panel for export purposes. OVs/AVIs should sign and stamp the health certificate with the OV/AVI stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.

A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the issuing office (in GB – Animal Health, Specialist Service Centre - Exports, Carlisle) within seven days of signing. 

The OV/AVI should keep a copy for his/her own records.

3.
IMPORT PERMIT 
The importer must obtain an import permit from the Department of Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries, Directorate of Animal Health, Import-Export Policy Unit, Private Bag X138, Pretoria 0001, Republic of South Africa – telephone 012 319 7514.

The permit must accompany the animals during transit. The number of the import permit must be recorded on the export health certificate 
at paragraph III. c).
4.
IDENTIFICATION
Paragraphs I. and IV. b) refer. The South African import conditions require that bats must be permanently identified with a microchip. Details of the microchip must be given in paragraph I. It is the responsibility of the exporter and importer to ensure that the type of microchip used is compatible with the readers available at the point of entry to South Africa.

5.
RABIES VACCINATION

Paragraph IV. d) refers. Rabies vaccination must be given at least 30 days and not more than 12 months before export. The owner or exporter of the animal should contact a veterinary surgeon of his choice to carry out the vaccination. 

6.
NOTIFIABLE DISEASE CLEARANCE

Paragraph IV. e) (first option) refers. Official Veterinarians may certify this paragraph on behalf of the Department provided written authority to do so has been obtained from the Animal Health, Specialist Service Centre - Exports, Carlisle on form 618NDC.

7.
TREATMENT FOR PARASITES

Paragraphs IV. f) and g) refer. Both treatments must be given during the periods specified. If the products do not have a valid UK marketing authorisation for the species concerned, the OV may use his/her clinical judgement to operate in accordance with the ‘cascade principle’. The OV must be aware that the use of a pharmaceutical preparation ‘off the data sheet’ may entail a risk, and the owner of the animal should be made aware of this risk and their agreement obtained in writing before the substance is used.
8.
TRANSPORTATION
The animals must be transported in insect-proof transport crates.

The owner/exporter is responsible for ensuring that the conditions of transport for his/her animal meet the standards laid down by the International Air Transport Association (IATA), if travelling by air.   He/she should ask the transporting airline to confirm this, and if necessary provide a copy of the relevant conditions. 

9.
NOTICE OF ARRIVAL IN SOUTH AFRICA

The State Veterinarian or Quarantine Master or veterinary official at Kempton Park (Johannesburg) – telephone 011 973 2827 - must be advised within 72 hours of the arrival of the animals. The animals may not be landed without his/her permission.

10.
PACKING MATERIAL

From 1st January 2005 any consignment imported into South Africa packed with either wood packing material or dunnage, will require treatment to remove any pests present (by heat or methyl bromide fumigation). Treatment must be indicated on packing material. Enquiries can be made to:- Directorate Plant Health & Quality – Fax 012 319 6350, or www.nda.agric.za 

11.
QUARANTINE IN SOUTH AFRICA

Exporters should be aware that on arrival in South Africa, the animals will quarantined under insect-free conditions at Johannesburg Zoo for 30 days. 

12.
C.I.T.E.S
This certificate does not provide exemption from other legislation laid down for the protection or conservation of certain wild species, e.g. the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (C.I.T.E.S.). Information about the necessary requirements may be obtained from the Department at the address given below:

Wildlife Licensing and Registration Service (WLRS)

Zone 1/17, Temple Quay House, 

2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol, BS1 6EB

Tel:
0117 372 8774  Fax: 0117 372 8206

13.
WELFARE

Welfare conditions during transport are laid down by Council Regulation EC 1/2005, implemented in England by The Welfare of Animals (Transport) (England) Order 2006, and parallel legislation in Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland.
Exporters must comply with the British welfare laws relating to the export of animals. If transported by air, animals should be transported in accordance with International Air Transport Association (IATA) standards. Information about the necessary requirements may be obtained from the Animal Welfare Team at any of the offices mentioned below:
ENGLAND
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, 





9 Millbank, c/o 17 Smith Square, London, SW1P 3JR.




Tel: 020 7238 5865/Fax: 020 7238 6009;

SCOTLAND
Scottish Government – Rural Directorate, Pentland House, 47 Robb’s Loan, Edinburgh, EH14 1TW. 

Tel: 0131 556 8400 ext 6181/Fax: 0131 244 6616;

WALES

Welsh Assembly Government – Department for Rural Affairs, Crown Buildings, Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF1 3NQ.



Tel: 02920 823593/Fax: 02920 823352
NORTHERN
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
IRELAND
Northern Ireland, Animal Welfare Section, 




Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Road, Belfast, 



BT4 3SB.




Tel: 028 9052 4580 / Fax 028 9052 5012

14.
DISCLAIMER

The DEFRA disclaimer (Form 372DMR) will be issued to the exporter with this certificate for his/her information. The certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country. It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country. If these do not match, the exporter should contact the International Trade Centre for Exports in Carlisle via the appropriate address in the link given below:-


http://defraweb/animalhealth/about-us/contact-us/search/index.asp 
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