








No: .............
EXPORT OF LABORATORY ANIMALS (RABBITS, GUINEA PIGS, HAMSTERS, MICE, RATS AND GERBILS) FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM TO SINGAPORE

HEALTH  CERTIFICATE - NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN AND THE EXPORTER

IMPORTANT
These notes provide guidance to Official Veterinarians (OV) and exporters. The NFG should have been issued to you together with export certificate 2704EHC. The NFG should not be read as a standalone document but in conjunction with certificate 2704EHC. We strongly suggest that exporters obtain full details of the importing country’s requirements from the veterinary authorities in the country concerned, or their representatives in the UK, in advance of each consignment.

1.
Scope

These notes for Guidance are only for use with certificate 2704EHC which can be used for exports of rabbits, guinea pigs, hamsters, mice, rats and gerbils for laboratory purposes from the United Kingdom to Singapore.

2.
CERTIFICATION BY AN OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN (OV)


This certificate may be signed by a Official Veterinarian (OV) appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), Scottish Government, Welsh Government, or an Authorised Veterinary Inspector (AVI) appointed by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland (DARDNI), who is an OV on the appropriate panel for export purposes. OVs/AVIs should sign and stamp the health certificate with the OV/AVI stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK – each page should also be signed, dated and stamped, together with all associated documentation (e.g. laboratory reports, if applicable).

A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to 
APHA Centre for International Trade in Carlisle, within seven days of issue. 
The OV/AVI should keep a copy for his/her own records.

3.
Import permit

Paragraph III (e) refers. Each consignment of animals must be accompanied by a valid import permit issued by the Agrifood and Veterinary Authority (AVA) of Singapore. The exporter or the agent must apply for the import permit by submitting a written application to the Import & Export Division (Fax: 00-65-62-270-670) at least three weeks prior to the date of arrival of the animals.  

4.
Approval of the breeding facility

Paragraph IV(a) refers: The animals for export to Singapore must be derived from breeding facilities which have been approved within the two years before export by the Agrifood and Veterinary Authority (AVA) of Singapore. Approval can be sought by supplying detailed technical information including the name and address, location, details (number, type/breed) of the animals in the facility, information on sanitation and hygiene, management practices, vaccination regimes and diseases reported (confirmed) in the past year.  Information on official controls including holding number and approval number and details of inspections by Veterinarians should also be provided. 

This information should be sent to APHA Carlisle or DARD as appropriate for checking and for onward submission to DEFRA to send to AVA. Approval by AVA must be obtained before applying for an import licence. 

5.    Notification of arrival and duration of validity of the export health 

certificate
The Official Veterinarian, the exporter and the importer must be aware that the export health certificate must be signed and dated within seven (7) days of import into Singapore and the importer must contact the Quarantine Office, Singapore at least one working day before the arrival of the animals. The Quarantine Office details can be found on the import licence.
This timing means that the consignments must be transported by air. 

6.
Declaration of disease freedom. 
Paragraph IV(b) refers. The Official Veterinarian is authorised to certify freedom for the diseases mentioned for the breeding premises and the premises where the animals are examined before export. This can be based on their own knowledge and information of the premises involved. Inspection of records as necessary should be carried out including records of treatments, laboratory testing and if necessary declarations by other Veterinary Surgeons. If necessary, the Official Veterinarian should also seek advice from APHA Carlisle or DARD. 

Official Veterinary Surgeons should note that the reference to Hantaan virus includes Hanta virus which does occur in the UK. 

7.
Paragraph IV (d)

Paragraph IV (d) refers. “Micro-organisms” means any live micro-organism with which the animals may have been inoculated for experimental or research purposes. This also includes any live/attenuated vaccines that have been administered to the animals.   

8.
Validity of certificate


Paragraph V. refers: The consignment must arrive at Singapore within 
7 days from the date of signature.  
9.
Welfare

Welfare conditions during transport are laid down by Council Regulation EC 1/2005, implemented in England by The Welfare of Animals (Transport) (England) Order 2006, and parallel legislation in Scotland, Wales and N.Ireland.

Exporters must comply with the British welfare laws relating to the export of animals. If transported by air, animals should be transported in accordance with International Air Transport Association (IATA) standards. Information about the necessary requirements may be obtained from the Animal Welfare Team at any of the offices mentioned below:

ENGLAND, Scotland and Wales
Welfare in Transport Team at the Animal

& Plant Health Agency (APHA), Centre for International Trade(CIT), Hadrian House, Wavell Drive, Rosehill Industrial Estate, Carlisle, CA1 2TB. E-mail: WIT@apha.gsi.gov.uk 

NORTHERN IRELAND
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland, Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Road, Ballymiscaw, Belfast, BT4 3SB. DARD Helpline number 0300 200 7852. DARD Helpline email dardhelpline@dardni.gov.uk 


DARD Textphone 028 9052 4420
10.
Disclaimer
This certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country.  If these do not match, the exporter should contact the APHA Centre for International Trade, in Carlisle, via the link below:


https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/animal-and-plant-health-agency/about/access-and-opening#centre-for-international-trade-carlisle

In Northern Ireland, contact the DARD trade administration team: 


E-mail: tradeadminpost@dardni.gov.uk. Tel: 0289 0520989
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