









No: .............
EXPORT OF FROZEN CANINE SEMEN FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM TO TAIWAN
NOTES FOR GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN AND EXPORTER

IMPORTANT

These notes provide guidance to Official Veterinarians (OVs) and exporters. The NFG should have been issued to you together with export certificate 7497EHC. The NFG should not be read as a standalone document but in conjunction with certificate 7497EHC. We strongly suggest that exporters obtain full details of the importing country’s requirements from the veterinary authorities in the country concerned, or their representatives in the UK, in advance of each consignment. 
1.
SCOPE OF THE CERTIFICATE

Export health certificate 7497EHC may be used for the export of frozen canine semen from the United Kingdom to Taiwan.
2.
CERTIFICATION BY AN OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN (OV)
This certificate may be signed by an Official Veterinarian appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), Scottish Government – Rural Directorate, Welsh Government - Department for Rural Affairs, or an Authorised Veterinary Inspector (AVI) appointed by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland (DARDNI), who is an Official Veterinarian (OV) on the appropriate panel for export purposes. OVs/AVIs should sign and stamp the health certificate with the OV/AVI stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.
A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the issuing office (in GB, AHVLA, Specialist Service Centre (SSC)– Exports, Carlisle) and in the case of Northern Ireland to DARD,  Room 922  Dundonald House, Belfast, within seven days of signature.

The OV/AVI should keep a copy for his/her own records.
3.
OFFICIAL SUPERVISION OF THE DONOR DOG REARING AND SEMEN COLLECTION PREMISES
Paragraph V (a) and (l) refer. In order to comply with the certification requirement that both the premises (rearing/semen collection/storage) have been officially supervised/approved, the OV can certify these statements based on a visit to those premises, which he/she may need to undertake for other purposes related to this certificate on his/her official capacity as OV, e.g. sealing of the container. 
3.
RESIDENCY OF DONOR DOG IN THE UK
Paragraph V (b) refers. An owner declaration should be requested to confirm residency status of the donor dog.
4.
HEALTH STATUS OF THE ORIGINATING PREMISES OF THE DONOR DOG

Paragraph V (c) refers. An inspection of clinical history of the donor dog should be undertaken. A declaration from the private veterinary surgeon for the originating premises may be obtained to confirm that none of the listed diseases were present during the required periods referred to in this paragraph.
5.
LABORATORY TESTING
Paragraphs V (d) and (e) refer. Testing for Leptospirosis (if this option is used in paragraph (d)) and Brucellosis must be undertaken in the laboratories specified and to the standards required in these paragraphs. It is advisable that the laboratory is contacted well in advance to discuss the testing needed and turn around times. Copies of the relevant laboratory reports with results must be attached to the final certificate accompanying the consignment.

6.
COUNTRY FREEDOM FROM RABIES DISEASE

Paragraph V (f) refers. UK Rabies disease freedom may be signed by the OV on behalf of the Department provided the OV has received written authority (form 618NDC) which will be sent to him/her by AHVLA Specialist Service Centre – Exports in Carlisle or the relevant issuing office in N. Ireland before shipment. With regards to the vaccination statement, The OV should confirm the vaccination status of the donor dog and that all rabies inoculations have been with inactivated vaccines, especially important if the dog has been imported into the UK.

7.
VETERINARY CLINICAL EXAMINATIONS AND SUPERVISION PROCEDURES AND VERIFICATION OF DATA

Paragraphs V (g),(h), (j), (k), (l), (m), (n), (p) and (q) refer.


The OV is personally responsible for the certification of the paragraphs (k), (l), and (m). The other paragraphs above can be certified on the basis of a supporting private veterinary certificate and any relevant documentation and/or declarations confirming that the statements and requirements on those paragraphs have been met, e.g.  declaration by a responsible person in the collection centre that hygienic procedures during semen collection have been followed.
8.
DISCLAIMER

This certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country.  If these do not match, the exporter should contact the AHVLA Specialist Service Centre – Exports, in Carlisle, via the link below:


http://animalhealth.defra.gov.uk/about/contact-us/tradeexports.html 
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