








No: .............
EXPORT OF REPTILES FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM TO THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN (OV) AND THE EXPORTER

Associated Documents: 5299EHC and 372DMR

1.
SCOPE OF THE CERTIFICATE
This certificate is for the export of reptiles from the United Kingdom to the Russian Federation.

2.
CERTIFICATION BY AN OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN (OV)

This certificate may be signed by a Local Veterinary Inspector     appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), Scottish Executive Environment and Rural Affairs Department (SEERAD), National Assembly for Wales Agricultural Department (NAWAD), or Department for Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland (DARDNI), who is an Official Veterinarian (OV) on the appropriate panel for export purposes. OVs should sign and stamp the health certificate with the OV stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.


A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the 
local Divisional Veterinary Manager within seven days of issue. OVs 
should keep a copy for their own records.
3.    GENERAL INFORMATION (SECTION 1) 
Sub-section 1.3.   The number required is the number of individual animals; for example ‘ 8 snakes ‘.

Sub-section 1.5.
The identification marks required are those that 

appear on the outer surface of the boxes or crates.   This does not 


refer to any identification marks in the animals themselves.
Sub-section 1.7.  Treatment of the means of transport refers to cleansing and disinfection prior to loading. A DEFRA 

approved disinfectant should be used.   Disinfectants are 

approved under the Diseases of Animals (Approved Disinfectants) 

Order 1978 (as amended).    The list contains over 200 brands 

of disinfectant, approved on the basis of their efficacy against 

certain notifiable disease viruses.  The ‘general list’ 

concentrations should be applied.   DEFRA approved disinfectants 

carry a statement on the container, and other references to their 

approval may be found in their data sheets or label instructions.


Sub-section 1.9. The competent authority means DEFRA, SEERAD, NAW or 

DARDNI.

Sub-section 1.10. The organisation issuing the certificate means the 

local animal health office of DEFRA, SEERAD, NAW or DARDNI.

4.
IDENTIFICATION

Section 2 refers.  Ideally each animal should be individually

Identified by an appropriate method giving each animal a unique 

identification code (numbers and/or letters).   Electronic 

microchips are the method of choice.  Where the identification 

is by microchip the official veterinarian must verify the 
number by the use of a reader.  It is the responsibility of 
the owner/exporter to ensure that an appropriate microchip 
reader is available.   For this reason it is recommended that 
the microchip brand should be a type on the International 
Standards Office (ISO list) so that compatible readers can 
easily be obtained.  The exporter must also ensure that the appropriate reader will also be available to the authorities at all inspection points up till the animal’s destination. 

If the animals to be exported cannot be individually identified,

the transport container should be sealed with a uniquely numbered tamperproof seal.  The seal number should be entered at section 2 under the heading ‘description and identification’.  The transporter   should be instructed that the seal should not be broken before the arrival of 
the animals at the premises of destination unless the welfare of the animals is at risk or under the instruction of the authorities of the country of destination.

5.
ISOLATION


Sections 2.1 and 3.3 refer. The Russian Federation does not lay down specific conditions for the isolation facility. Consequently the OV must use his/her discretion to apply the normally accepted principles of bio security: Access by people must be restricted to authorised attendants only.  Appropriate disinfection facilities must be available for footwear, and dedicated clean overalls must be provided and used whenever the animals in isolation are attended.  Before isolation commences the facility must be inspected and approved by the OV.    As a minimum, one more inspection visit must be made at the end of the isolation period, and this may be the visit at which the export health certificate is completed. 
The OV may also make one or more additional, unannounced visits during the isolation period at his/her discretion, if he/she feels this is necessary in order to certify this paragraph.   It is perfectly acceptable for other reptiles to be included with the reptiles for export within the isolation facility, provided that all the animals satisfy all the same health conditions as the animals intended for export.

6.
FREEDOM FROM CLINICAL DISEASE

Sections 3.1, and 3.2 refer. The statements refer to the animals showing clinical signs of disease.  It may be accepted that potential disease causing organisms such as E.coli or yeasts and funguses may be ubiquitous, but these can be disregarded unless they are 

associated with clinically apparent disease.

7.
PARASITE TREATMENTS

Sections 3.4 and 3.5 refer.   Where possible products should have a 

marketing authorisation for use in the United Kingdom.    
However it is accepted that there may not be any products 

specifically authorised for the exotic species in question. In this 
case OVs should use their discretion to use products off the data 

sheet according to the ‘cascade’ principle. The manufacturer’s   
advice should be sought when appropriate.   OVs should explain to the 
owner the risks of using products outwith the data sheet, and they 
are advised to obtain the owner’s written consent before using such 
products.

8.
C.I.T.E.S


This certificates does not provide exemption from other formalities 
laid down specifically for the protection of certain wild species 
e.g. C.I.T.E.S.  Information about the necessary requirements may be 
obtained from the DEFRA Wildlife Licensing and Registration 

Service,  2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol BS1 6EB.  

Tel 0117 372 8168.

9.
WELFARE AND TRANSPORTATION


Exporter should be reminded that they must comply with the British 
Welfare laws relating to the transport of live animals.  When 

transported by air, animals should be transported in accordance with 
International Air Transport Association (IATA) Regulations.  
Information about the necessary requirements may be obtained from the 
Animal Welfare Department at any of the following offices:

      ENGLAND
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs,




Animal Welfare Section




1A Page Street, London SW1P 4PQ




Tel: 020 7904 6581 / Fax: 020 7904 6961

SCOTLAND
Scottish Executive Environment and Rural Affairs Department, Animal Welfare Section




Pentland House, 47 Robb’s Loan, Edinburgh EH14 1TW




Tel: 0131 556 8400 ext 6181 / Fax: 0131 244 6616


WALES

National Assembly for Wales




Animal Welfare Section




Cathays park, Cardiff CF1 3NQ




Tel: 01222 823593 / Fax: 01222 823352

      NORTHERN    Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
      IRELAND     Northern Ireland, Dundonald House

                  Upper Newtownards Road

                  Belfast, BT4 3SB

                  Tel: 028 9052 4999    
10.   DISCLAIMER
The Defra disclaimer (Form 372DMR) will be issued to the exporter with this certificate for his/her information. The certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country. It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country. If these do not match, exporters should immediately contact the Divisional Veterinary Manager at their local Animal Health Office.
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

1A Page Street

London  SW1P 4PQ
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