No:............. 

EXPORT OF LABORATORY RODENTS FROM UNITED KINGDOM TO QATAR
NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN AND THE EXPORTER

IMPORTANT

These notes provide guidance to Official Veterinarians (OV) and exporters. The NFG should have been issued to you together with export certificate 7513EHC. The NFG should not be read as a standalone document but in conjunction with certificate 7513EHC. We strongly suggest that exporters obtain full details of the importing country’s requirements from the veterinary authorities in the country concerned, or their representatives in the UK, in advance of each consignment. 

Scope

1.
Export health certificate 7513EHC may be used for the export of laboratory rodents from the United Kingdom to Qatar.  

Certification by an Official Veterinarian (OV)

2. 
This certificate may be signed by an Official Veterinarian, appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Scottish Government – Rural Directorate, Welsh Government – Department for Rural Affairs, or equivalent in the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland, who is on the appropriate panel for export purposes. OVs should apply the OV stamp to the certificate in the normal manner.
The health certificate must be signed and stamped with an OV stamp in any color OTHER THAN BLACK.
A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the issuing office (in GB, AHVLA, Specialist Service Centre (SSC)– Exports, Carlisle) and in the case of Northern Ireland to DARD,  Room 922  Dundonald House, Belfast, within seven days of signature.

The OV should keep a copy for his/her own records.

Identification

3.
If the animals cannot be individually identified, the transport container should be sealed with a uniquely numbered tamper-proof seal. The seal number should be entered at paragraph I. The transporter should be instructed that the seal should not be broken before arrival at the premises of destination unless the welfare of the animals is at risk or under the instructions of the authorities of the country of destination.


Means of Transport
4.
Paragraph III (b) refers. The means of transport details to include are the ones from the vehicle(s) used to transport the rodents to the airport at the country of origin and not the country of destination. Please also include Flight number.
Health Information

5.
Paragraph IV (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) refer. The OV should undertake all the necessary documentary and physical checks (clinical examination or inspections) and obtain any relevant declarations,as he/she considers necessary to ascertain the health status of the animals and that the appropriate routine monitoring and ectoparasites treatment has been carried out. In these paragraphs, and for the purpose of certification, the OV must rely on any appropriate evidence available to him/her and this should be interpreted as to include clinical signs, information derived from isolation unit production and mortality records, laboratory test records, and pathological reports on post mortem examinations.


Written declarations should not be attached to the certificate, but should be retained by the OV for record purposes.
Scientific Institution
6.
Paragraph IV (a) refers. OV must ascertain that the premises where the rodents have been born and reared are approved as a Scientific Institution, normally as approved by the Home Office under the Animals (Scientific procedures) Act 1986.

Pre-Export Isolation

7.
Paragraph IV (b) refers. In order to certify that the rodents have spent at least 30 days in isolation, the OV must visit and inspect the premises at the beginning of that period, and check and record the identity of the rodents in isolation.

The OV must approve the isolation unit on behalf of the Department. Qatar does not lay down the criteria for approval of the isolation facility, and the OV must therefore use his/her discretion to apply the generally accepted standards of biosecurity. Specifically, access to the rodents must be limited to named attendants only. Access by all other rodents must be impossible. Separate equipment and utensils must be kept exclusively for use with the rodents in isolation.

Colony of Origin
8.
Paragraph IV (c) refers. The term “colony” refers to the entire group of animals which has been in contact with the animals to be exported. In contact animals are those that share airspace, handlers and/or equipment and are not separated by air filter or any similar physical barrier. The certifying OV should ensure that colonies have been checked on a routine basis to detect infectious agents known to cause diseases of laboratory rodents, such as the following viruses and bacteria: Ectromelia, Hantavirus, Rabies and bacteria that cause Salmonellosis or other infectious or contagious disease agent transmissible to humans.  An owner’s declaration can be obtained to this effect

Clinical Examination
9.
Paragraph 4(e) refers. The OV should ensure that a clinical examination is carried out at the time of loading for export.

IATA Transport Conditions

10.
Paragraph IV. (e) refers. The owner/exporter is responsible for ensuring that the conditions of transport meet the standards laid down by the International Air Transport Association (IATA). He/she should ask the transporting airline to confirm this, and if necessary provide a copy of the relevant conditions. Published copies of the IATA conditions, together with the ‘live animal labels’ and ‘this way up’ labels which IATA require on animal crates, can be bought from the following companies:


Freight Merchandising Services, c/o Vidap Freight Services Ltd., Shield Road, Ashford, Middlesex, TW15 1AU.


Tel:  01784 240840


Fax:  01784 248615


Label Line, Hollyhouse, 14 Tenby Road, Frimley, Surrey, GU16 5UT.


Tel:  01252 836472

Fax:  01252 838094

With reference to Defra approved disinfectants, these are approved under the Diseases of Animals (Approved Disinfectants) Order 1978 (as amended). The list contains over 200 brands of disinfectant approved on the basis of their efficacy against certain notifiable disease viruses. The ‘general list’ instructions should be followed. DEFRA approved disinfectants carry a statement on the container, and other references to their approval may be found in their data sheets or label instructions.

Welfare

11.
Welfare conditions during transport are laid down by Council Regulation EC 1/2005, implemented in England by The Welfare of Animals (Transport) (England) Order 2006, and parallel legislation in Scotland, Wales and N.Ireland.
Exporters must comply with the British welfare laws relating to the export of animals. If transported by air, animals should be transported in accordance with International Air Transport Association (IATA) standards. Information about the necessary requirements may be obtained from the Animal Welfare Team at any of the offices mentioned below:
ENGLAND, Scotland and Wales
Specialist Service Centre, Animal Health and Veterinary Laboratories Agency (AHVLA), Hadrian House, Wavell Drive, Rosehill, Carlisle, CA1 2TB


Tel: 01228 403600 / Fax 01228 591900 / 

E-mail: CentralOps.carlisle@ahvla.gsi.gov.uk 
NORTHERN IRELAND
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland, Animal Welfare Section, Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Road, Belfast, BT4 3SB

Tel: 028 9052 4580 / Fax 028 9052 5012 

Disclaimer

12.
This certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country.  If these do not match, the exporter should contact the AHVLA Specialist Service Centre – Exports, in Carlisle, via the link below:

http://animalhealth.defra.gov.uk/about/contact-us/tradeexports.html 
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