








No: .............
EXPORT OF MEERKATS FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM TO NEW ZEALAND

HEALTH CERTIFICATE - NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN AND EXPORTER
IMPORTANT

These notes provide guidance to Official Veterinarians (OV) and exporters. The NFG should have been issued to you together with export certificate 7195EHC. The NFG should not be read as a standalone document but in conjunction with certificate 7195EHC. We strongly suggest that exporters obtain full details of the importing country’s requirements from the veterinary authorities in the country concerned, or their representatives in the UK, in advance of each consignment. 
1.
SCOPE OF THE CERTIFICATE

Export health certificate 7195EHC may be used for the export of meerkats 
from the United Kingdom to New Zealand.
2.
CERTIFICATION BY AN OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN (OV)
This certificate may be signed by an Official Veterinarian (Local Veterinary Inspector) appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), Scottish Government – Rural Directorate, Welsh Assembly Government - Department for Rural Affairs, or an Authorised Veterinary Inspector (AVI) appointed by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland (DARDNI), who is an Official Veterinarian (OV) on the appropriate panel for export purposes. OVs/AVIs should sign and stamp the health certificate with the OV/AVI stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.

A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the issuing office (in GB – Animal Health, Specialist Service Centre - Exports, Carlisle) within seven days of signing. 

The OV/AVI should keep a copy for his/her own records.

3.
IMPORT PERMIT
An import permit is required for all consignments of Meerkat imported into New Zealand. Application for a permit should be made in writing at least 30 days prior to the proposed date of importation to Import Management, Biosecurity Authority, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, PO Box 2526, Wellington, New Zealand. An import permit will be granted for a single consignment only.

Information is also available from the MAF Biosecurity website at:- www.biosecurity.govt.nz/regs/imports/animals 

OVs should note that the model health certificate that is supplied with the New Zealand Import Permit is for information only. It differs in some respects from the official DEFRA export health certificate which was drafted in accordance with import conditions dated 10/10/2002, as certain amendments have been agreed with the New Zealand authorities. OVs MUST COMPLETE ONLY THE DEFRA CERTIFICATE, AND DISREGARD THE NEW ZEALAND MODEL CERTIFICATE.
4.
ADVANCE NOTIFICATION OF TRANSPORTATION DETAILS
Date, expected time of arrival, and the flight number or ship’s name must be notified to the New Zealand MAF Quarantine Service of the region in which the port of arrival is situated at least 72 hours in advance of importation.

More information regarding containers can be found on the following Biosecurity New Zealand webpage – http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/regs/cont-carg
5.
IDENTIFICATION

Paragraph I refers. If the animals to be exported cannot be individually 
identified, e.g. by microchip or tattoo, then the transport container should be sealed with a uniquely numbered tamper-proof seal and the seal number entered at paragraph I.

6.
PRE-EXPORT ISOLATION (PEI) 


Veterinary Certificate A, paragraphs c) & d) refer. The meerkats must be held in pre-export isolation for at least 30 days prior to the scheduled date of export to New Zealand, and the animal and all in contact animals must be free from clinical signs of infectious or contagious diseases during that period. 

7.
TREATMENTS


Veterinary Certificate A, paragraph d) (i) (ii) & (vi) refer. In the event that a licensed product is not available, OVs may use other products licensed for use in other species under the ‘cascade principle’.  
8.
TESTING

Veterinary Certificate A, paragraphs d) (iii), (iv), (v), and e) refer. All samples must be sent to a laboratory of the Veterinary Laboratory Agency (VLA). 
9.
NOTIFIABLE DISEASE CLEARANCE


Veterinary Certificate A, paragraph b) and Veterinary Certificate B, paragraph b) refer. These paragraphs may be certified by the OV on behalf of the Department provided written authority to do so has been obtained from the Animal Health, Specialist Service Centre - Exports, Carlisle on form 618NDC.

10.
GENERAL INFORMATION


The health certificate must be signed and stamped with an official OV stamp in any ink colour OTHER THAN BLACK.

The first part of the export health certificate (Veterinary Certificate A) is completed by a registered veterinarian/OV nominated by the owner.


Veterinary Certificate B must be completed by an OV at the airport or port of departure. This OV must also sign and apply the OV stamp to each separate page of Veterinary Certificate A, and to the attached copy of the MAF Biosecurity import permit. Before they endorse Veterinary Certificate B they must verify that, as appropriate, the OV who signed Veterinary Certificate A is a Defra appointed OV. This can be done by either checking the authenticity of the stamp used to endorse Veterinary Certificate A, or by referring to the local Animal Health Divisional Office which covers the area where the OV that signs Veterinary Certificate A is based.  

Further information on the import of live animals is also available from the MAF Biosecurity website at:- www.biosecurity.govt.nz
11.
AIR TRANSPORT TO NEW ZEALAND

The animal must be in an approved container which meets the IATA standards.


No animals other than those qualified for entry into Australia or New Zealand are permitted to be carried on the aircraft.


The use of straw or hay as bedding is not permitted. Only sterilised peat, soft board or other inert approved products may be used. 


The door of the transport container must be sealed with a government approved seal before the container is loaded into the aircraft in the country of origin. The number or mark on the seal must be recorded in Veterinary Certificate B by the certifying veterinarian. The construction of the container and the placement of the seal must be such that the container cannot be readily opened without breaking the seal. If the container is opened during shipment it shall be re-sealed and a certificate detailing the circumstances provided by an Official Veterinarian, Port Authority or Captain of the aircraft. Instructions to this effect should be attached to the outside of the transport container. 

The route must be approved by the Director Animal Biosecurity, New Zealand Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. Trans-shipment will also require the specific authorisation of the government veterinary authority of the country in which transhipment occurs.
12.

WELFARE
Welfare conditions during transport are laid down by Council Regulation EC 1/2005, implemented in England by The Welfare of Animals (Transport) (England) Order 2006, and parallel legislation in Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland.

Exporters must comply with the British welfare laws relating to the export of animals. If transported by air, animals should be transported in accordance with International Air Transport Association (IATA) standards. Information about the necessary requirements may be obtained from the Animal Welfare Team at any of the offices mentioned below:


ENGLAND
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, 





9 Millbank, c/o 17 Smith Square, London, SW1P 3JR.




Tel: 020 7238 5865/Fax: 020 7238 6009;
SCOTLAND
Scottish Government – Rural Directorate, Pentland House, 47 Robb’s Loan, Edinburgh, EH14 1TW. 

Tel: 0131 556 8400 ext 6181/Fax: 0131 244 6616;

WALES

Welsh Assembly Government – Department for Rural Affairs, 
Crown Buildings, Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF1 3NQ. 
Tel: 02920 823593/Fax: 02920 823352

NORTHERN
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
IRELAND
Northern Ireland, Animal Welfare Section, 




Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Road, Belfast, 

BT4 3SB.




Tel: 028 9052 4580 / Fax 028 9052 5012 


13.
DISCLAIMER
The DEFRA disclaimer (Form 372DMR) will be issued to the exporter with this certificate for his/her information. The certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country. It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country. If these do not match, the exporter should contact the Exports Policy Liaison Team in Carlisle via the appropriate address in the link given below:-


http://defraweb/animalhealth/about-us/contact-us/search/index.asp 
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