No: .............
EXPORT OF FALCONS FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM TO MOROCCO
NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN (OV) AND EXPORTER

IMPORTANT

These notes provide guidance to Official Veterinarians (OVs) and exporters. The NFG should have been issued to you together with export certificate 7049EHC. The NFG should not be read as a standalone document but in conjunction with certificate 7049EHC. We strongly suggest that exporters obtain full details of the importing country’s requirements from the veterinary authorities in the country concerned, or their representatives in the UK, in advance of each consignment. 
1.
Scope of the certificate
Export health certificate 7049EHC may be used for the export of falcons from the United Kingdom to Morocco.
2.
Certification by an Official Veterinarian (OV)
This certificate may be signed by a Local Veterinary Inspector appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), Scottish Government – Rural Directorate, Welsh Government - Department for Rural Affairs, or an Authorised Veterinary Inspector (AVI) appointed by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland (DARDNI), who is an Official Veterinarian (OV) on the appropriate panel for export purposes. OVs/AVIs should sign and stamp the health certificate with the OV/AVI stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.

A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to 
APHA Centre for International Trade - Carlisle, within seven days of issue. 
The OV/AVI should keep a copy for his/her own records.

3.
Identification

Paragraph I refers. When the space in paragraph I is insufficient 
for details of all the birds in the consignment, a separate schedule 
may be used. This schedule must contain the same information as 
that required in paragraph I, and the paragraph should be annotated “see attached schedule”. The certifying OV must draw a line under the last entry on the schedule, and sign, date and stamp each page of the schedule in a colour other than black, with the signature and stamp on the last page being made directly under the last entry, in order 
to prevent the unauthorised addition of more entries. The pages of 
the schedule must be firmly stapled to the export health certificate 
and each referenced with the unique reference number at the top 
right-hand corner of the export health certificate. The corners of 
each sheet should be turned over, ‘fanned’, and stamped with the OV stamp.

4.
Notifiable Disease Clearance
Paragraph V. 1. 2.and 3. may be certified on behalf of the Department provided the OV has received written authority (Form 618NDC) which will be sent to him/her within 10 days before shipment.
5.
Pre-Export Isolation


Paragraph V. 5. refers. The Morocco import conditions do not lay down specific terms for the isolation premises. Consequently the OV must use his/her discretion to apply the normally accepted principles of biosecurity. Access by people must be restricted to authorised attendants only. Appropriate disinfection facilities must be available for footwear, and dedicated clean overalls must be provided and used whenever the animals in isolation are attended.

Before the isolation period commences the facility must be inspected and approved by the OV. In this context, approval of the isolation premises by the OV can be regarded as equivalent to being approved by Defra. The OV must explain and ensure that the owner/manager understands the requirements of isolation. As a minimum, and in order to certify that the birds(s) have shown no sign of infection during the isolation period, further visits should be made every 7 days, or more frequently if the OV considers it necessary. The purpose of the inspection is specifically to exclude any suspicion of avian influenza, apart from any other infections. The reference to ‘NAI in poultry’ is expressed in this way to coincide with the definition of notifiable avian influenza in the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code. NAI is defined as any avian influenza virus occurring in poultry, which is either of the H5 or H7 sub-type, or has an intravenous pathogenicity index (IVPI) of greater than 1.2. The OV must look for clinical indications of a virus which, if it were present in poultry, would be defined as NAI.

Guidance on approval of isolation premises:

An Official Veterinarian must inspect and approve the proposed pre-export isolation premises before the birds are placed there. Bearing in mind that pre-export quarantine must last for at least 21 days, the inspection must take place more than 21 days before the intended date of export.

The OV should consider the following requirements when approving the facility:

a)
The quarantine building must be separate from other buildings on the premises.


b)
The building must have a drainage system independent from that 

of other buildings on the premises.

c)
A separate source of food and separate utensils must be 
arranged for the birds in pre-export quarantine.

d)
The birds in quarantine must be tended by staff having no 
contact with other birds. Separate and dedicated overalls or 
protective clothing must be worn when attending the birds in 
quarantine.

e)
Footbaths of a DEFRA approved disinfectant must be placed at 
the entrance to the quarantine building.

The following requirements for the operating practices should be followed:

f)
birds being transported to take up residence in the facility 
must not come into contact with any other birds not similarly 
certified, and their transport vehicles and crates must have 
been cleaned and disinfected prior to the journey.

g)
The building must be cleaned and disinfected before the start 
of quarantine using a DEFRA approved disinfectant

h)
No other birds or animals may be introduced to the facility during the quarantine period.

j)
No birds (or carcasses) may be removed except with the agreement of the OV who is responsible for the quarantine.

k)
No testing or treatment can take place during the quarantine except with the knowledge and agreement of the supervising OV.

l)
All equipment used in the facility must be appropriately cleaned and/or sterilised, prior to the start of the quarantine, and again as appropriate during the quarantine.

6.
Avian Influenza Tests

Paragraph V. 7. and 11. refer. The OV should consult with the avian virology laboratory at AHVLA Weybridge (telephone number is 01932 341 111)to ensure that the sample is taken in time to get a result and receive copies of the laboratory reports before the export date. It is recommended the PCR is carried out on cloacal/tracheal swabs. If the welfare of the birds is a concern during handling for sampling, then a suitable swab from fresh faeces from each bird is deemed as satisfactory. Each individual sample should be appropriately identified and correlated to each of the birds. A copy of the laboratory report should be attached to the certificate.  The turnaround time for the PCR test is usually a couple of days.

7.
Clinical inspections


The inspection at paragraph V. 9. must be carried out on the same day as the birds are loaded for despatch. At the same time the transport containers must be inspected.

8.
C.I.T.E.S
This certificate does not provide exemption from other legislation laid down for the protection or conservation of certain wild species, e.g. the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (C.I.T.E.S.). Information about the necessary requirements may be obtained from the Department at the address given below:

Wildlife Licensing and Registration Service (WLRS)

Zone 1/17, Temple Quay House, 

2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol, BS1 6EB

Tel:
0117 372 8774  Fax: 0117 372 8206

9.
Welfare of animals
Welfare conditions during transport are laid down by Council Regulation EC 1/2005, implemented in England by The Welfare of Animals (Transport) (England) Order 2006, and parallel legislation in Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland.

Exporters must comply with the UK welfare laws relating to the export of animals. If transported by air, animals should be transported in accordance with International Air Transport Association (IATA) standards. 
Further information about the necessary requirements may be obtained from the Animal Welfare Team at any of the offices mentioned below:
England, Scotland & Wales  

Welfare in Transport Team at the APHA Centre for International Trade - Carlisle, via the link below:
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/animal-and-plant-health-agency/about/access-and-opening#centre-for-international-trade-carlisle
Northern Ireland  

Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland, Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Road, Ballymiscaw, Belfast, BT4 3SB
DARD Helpline number 0300 200 7852.
DARD Helpline email dardhelpline@dardni.gov.uk 

DARD Textphone 028 9052 4420 

10.
Disclaimer

This certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country.  If these do not match, the exporter should contact the Centre for International Trade - Carlisle, via the link below:

http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/animal-and-plant-health-agency/about/access-and-opening#centre-for-international-trade-carlisle
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