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EXPORT OF CAPTIVE BIRDS (EXCLUDING POULTRY) TO MALAYSIA

 

NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN AND EXPORTER


IMPORTANT

These notes provide guidance to Official Veterinarians (OV) and exporters. The NFG should have been issued to you together with export certificate 6612EHC. The NFG should not be read as a standalone document but in conjunction with certificate 6612EHC. We strongly suggest that exporters obtain full details of the importing country’s requirements from the veterinary authorities in the country concerned, or their representatives in the UK, in advance of each consignment. 
1.
SCOPE OF THE CERTIFICATE

This certificate may be used for the export of captive birds 

(excluding  poultry) to Malaysia. 
Poultry are defined for trade purposes within the EU in Council Directive 90/539/EEC as fowl, turkeys, guinea fowl, ducks, geese, quail, pheasants, partridges and ratites.  Note however that when members of these species are kept for reasons of exhibition, display or contest, rather than for the production of meat or eggs for human consumption, they may be treated as captive birds rather than poultry.  

For the rest of the world, in the absence of any internationally recognised definition, the most useful definition is given in the report of the Meeting of the Ad Hoc Group on Avian Influenza, OIE Paris 30 October 2002: 

“Poultry is defined as all birds reared or kept in captivity for the 

production of meat or eggs for consumption, for the production of 

other commercial products, for re-stocking supplies of game, or for 

breeding these categories of birds”.    

According to either of these definitions birds such as pigeons for 

racing, or ornamental breeds of pheasants, would be excluded from 

the category of poultry.

2.
CERTIFICATION BY AN OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN (OV)
This certificate may be signed by an Official Veterinarian (Local Veterinary Inspector) appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), Scottish Government – Rural Directorate, Welsh Assembly Government - Department for Rural Affairs, or an Authorised Veterinary Inspector (AVI) appointed by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Northern Ireland (DARDNI), who is an Official Veterinarian (OV) on the appropriate panel for export purposes. OVs/AVIs should sign and stamp the health certificate with the OV/AVI stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.

A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the issuing office (in GB – Animal Health, Specialist Service Centre - Exports, Carlisle) within seven days of signing. 

The OV/AVI should keep a copy for his/her own records.
3.
IDENTIFICATION

When the space in the bird identification section of the certificate 
is insufficient to accommodate details of all birds in the 
consignment, a separate schedule may be used to identify the birds 
certified. This schedule must contain the same information as that 
required in the identification section of the certificate, which 
should be annotated “see attached schedule”. The certifying Official 
Veterinarian must draw a line under the last entry and sign, date and 
affix the Official Veterinarian stamp in a colour other than black on 
each page of the schedule and under the last entry, in order to 
prevent the unauthorised addition of more entries. The pages of the 
schedule must be firmly stapled to the export health certificate and 
each referenced with the reference number of the particular export 
health certificate at the top right-hand corner. The corners of each 
sheet should be turned over, 
‘fanned’ and stamped with the Official 
Veterinarian stamp. If sex and age of the birds are known they should 
be entered in the certificate or schedule.

4.
CLINICAL INSPECTION
The inspection at paragraph IV (a) must be carried out within 48 hours of the intended time of export.   

5.
NOTIFIABLE DISEASE CLEARANCE
Paragraph IV (b) refers. Official Veterinarians may certify this paragraph on behalf of the Department provided written authority to do so has been obtained from the Animal Health, Specialist Service Centre - Exports, Carlisle on form 618NDC.

6.
AVIAN INFLUENZA TEST

Paragraph IV (c) refers. The blood sample should consist of at least 


0.25 ml of clotted blood or serum. It must be presented to the avian 

virology laboratory at VLA, Weybridge or Lasswade, in sufficient time to obtain the result prior to the export health examination.

7.
PRE-EXPORT ISOLATION
Paragraph IV (d) refers. The wording of this paragraph has been laid down in precise terms by the Malaysian authorities. ‘Wild birds’ should be taken to mean any type of bird other than poultry. The birds for export must be kept in pre-export isolation throughout the 30 days immediately prior to export, and during this time they must be subject to veterinary surveillance. The reference to ‘government veterinary authority’ should be understood as the official veterinarian acting on behalf of the Department.

The OV must inspect the proposed pre-export isolation premises before 

the birds are placed there. If the birds are already present in the premises, they must be temporarily removed so that the premises can be cleaned and disinfected before the pre-export quarantine period is considered to have begun. Bearing in mind that pre-export quarantine must last for at least 30 days, the inspection must take place more than 30 days before the intended date of export.

The Malaysian import conditions do not lay down specific terms for the isolation premises. Consequently the OV must use his/her discretion to apply the normally accepted principles of biosecurity: Access by people must be restricted to authorised attendants only. Appropriate disinfection facilities must be available for footwear, and dedicated clean overalls must be provided and used whenever the animals in isolation are attended.

To satisfy the requirement for ‘continuous inspection’, the OV must personally inspect the birds at the beginning and end of the period, and also as often as the OV considers necessary during the period at his/her discretion. This does not necessarily mean daily visits, and the OV may consider it sufficient to obtain written reports from the owner/manager of the birds to certify that the birds do not show any signs of illness on the days when the OV does not personally inspect.

8.
WELFARE

Welfare conditions during transport are laid down by Council Regulation EC 1/2005, implemented in England by The Welfare of Animals (Transport) (England) Order 2006, and parallel legislation in Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland.

Exporters must comply with the British welfare laws relating to the export of animals. If transported by air, animals should be transported in accordance with International Air Transport Association (IATA) standards. Information about the necessary requirements may be obtained from the Animal Welfare Team at any of the offices mentioned below:


ENGLAND
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, 





9 Millbank, c/o 17 Smith Square, London, SW1P 3JR.




Tel: 020 7238 5865/Fax: 020 7238 6009;

SCOTLAND
Scottish Government – Rural Directorate, Pentland House, 47 Robb’s Loan, Edinburgh, EH14 1TW. 

Tel: 0131 556 8400 ext 6181/Fax: 0131 244 6616;

WALES

Welsh Assembly Government – Department for Rural Affairs, Crown Buildings, Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF1 3NQ.

Tel: 02920 823593/Fax: 02920 823352

NORTHERN
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
IRELAND
Northern Ireland, Animal Welfare Section, 




Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Road, Belfast, 

BT4 3SB.




Tel: 028 9052 4580 / Fax 028 9052 5012

9.
DISCLAIMER


The DEFRA disclaimer (Form 372DMR) will be issued to the exporter with this certificate for his/her information. The certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country. It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country. If these do not match, the exporter should contact the Exports Policy Liaison Team in Carlisle via the appropriate address in the link given below:-



http://defraweb/animalhealth/about-us/contact-us/search/index.asp 
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