EXPORT OF ZOO ANIMALS FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM TO REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA
NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN AND EXPORTER

IMPORTANT

These notes provide guidance to Official Veterinarians (OVs) and exporters. The NFG should have been issued to you together with export certificate 7962EHC. The NFG should not be read as a standalone document but in conjunction with certificate 7962EHC. We strongly suggest that exporters obtain full details of the importing country’s requirements from the veterinary authorities in the country concerned, or their representatives in the UK, in advance of each consignment. 
1. 
Scope of the certificate
This certificate may be used to accompany the export of zoo animals from the United Kingdom to the Republic of Georgia.

2.
Certification by an Official Veterinarian (OV) 
The OV/AVI should keep a copy for his/her own records. This certificate may be signed by an Official Veterinarian, appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), Scottish Government, Welsh Government, or AVI in the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs Northern Ireland (DAERA), who is an Official Veterinarian (OV) on the appropriate panel for export purposes or who holds the appropriate Official Controls Qualification (Veterinary)(OCQ(V)) authorisation. OVs should apply the OV stamp to the certificate in the normal manner.

The health certificate must be signed and stamped with an OV stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.

A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the issuing office (in GB, APHA, Centre for International Trade, Carlisle) and in the case of Northern Ireland to DAERA, Room 922  Dundonald House, Belfast, within seven days of signature.

The stamp and signature must be made in ink of any colour other than black.
3.
Identification

Paragraph I. refers. In addition the location of the microchip must also be recorded in paragraph I.a. of the certificate.  
4.
Birth and residence statement

Paragraph IV.(a) refers.  The OV should confirm the details in this statement by reference to the zoo of origin’s breeding and movement records. If the animals have also resided at other premises it may be necessary to obtain support statements from the responsible veterinarian(s) at those premises. 
The reference to veterinary supervision will be satisfied if the premises have been licensed under the Zoo Licensing Act 1981.  Under this Act the zoological garden must hold a licence from the Local Authority.  As one of the conditions of the licence, the zoo must be regularly inspected by a veterinary surgeon whose name appears on a list of approved inspectors, held by the Secretary of State for the Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA).
5.
Notifiable Diseases
Paragraph IV.(b) refers.  Official Veterinarians may certify this paragraph using knowledge of the premises of origin, or liaising with the supervising vet in the premises, to ensure no case of notifiable disease to which the species is susceptible has occurred.
6.
Testing

If the animal is tested for any diseases prior to export, the type of disease should entered in the EHC at paragraph IV.(d) and laboratory reports must be attached to the certificate.  The type of disease that the animal for export is tested for will depend on the species.  OVs and/or the on-site veterinarian should have sufficient knowledge of the animals to be exported to know which tests to conduct. OVs should also note that the Georgian import requirements are based on compliance with the recommendations of the OIE code (see http://www.oie.int/international-standard-setting/terrestrial-code/access-online/). If in doubt the OV should consult with APHA or DAERA or the appropriate species expert in BIAZA for advice. 

7.
Treatment for internal and external parasites
Paragraph IV.(e) refers.  Only licenced products may be used, under the cascade principle if necessary.
8.
Pre-export isolation
Paragraph IV.(c) refers. Before isolation commences the pre-export isolation facility must be inspected and approved by the Official Veterinarian. Testing can take place during the pre-export isolation period.  The animals to be exported must be isolated from those not of the same health status.
9. 
Clinical examinations
Paragraph IV.(f)refers.  Clinical examinations of the animals to be exported should be carried at twice a week during the 14 days prior to export.
Paragraph IV.(g)refers. The final clinical examination should be carried out within 48 hours of the intended time of departure.

10.
Exporter’s declarations
Paragraph IV.(h) refers.  The OV must obtain a written assurance from the owner/exporter in order to certify this paragraph. The declarations should not be attached to the health certificate, but should be retained by the OV for record purposes.
11.
C.I.T.E.S
This certificate does not provide exemption from other legislation laid down for the protection or conservation of certain wild species, e.g. the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (C.I.T.E.S.).  Information about the necessary requirements may be obtained from the Department at the following address:

Wildlife Licensing and Registration Service



DEFRA, Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Bristol BS1 6EB



Tel:
0117 372 8168   Fax: 0117 372 8206 

e-mail: wildlife.licencing@apha.gsi.gov.uk 
12.
Welfare
Welfare conditions during transport are laid down by Council Regulation EC 1/2005, implemented in England by The Welfare of Animals (Transport) (England) Order 2006, and parallel legislation in Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland.

Exporters must comply with the UK welfare laws relating to the export of animals. If transported by air, animals should be transported in accordance with International Air Transport Association (IATA) standards. 
Further information about the necessary requirements may be obtained from the Animal Welfare Team at any of the offices mentioned below:

England, Scotland & Wales  

Welfare in Transport Team at the APHA Centre for International Trade - Carlisle, via the link below:
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/animal-and-plant-health-agency/about/access-and-opening#centre-for-international-trade-carlisle
Northern Ireland  

Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs, Dundonald House, Upper Newtownards Road, Ballymiscaw, Belfast, BT4 3SB.
DAERA Helpline number 0300 200 7852.
DAERA Helpline email daerahelpline@daera-ni.gov.uk 

DAERA Textphone 18001 0300 200 7852

13.
Disclaimer
This certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country.  If these do not match, the exporter should contact the Centre for International Trade - Carlisle, via the link below:

http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/animal-and-plant-health-agency/about/access-and-opening
In Northern Ireland, contact the DAERA trade administration team: 

e-mail
- tradeadminpost@daera-ni.gov.uk 

Phone
- 0289 0520989
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