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Medical Transfer from Overseas; Guidance for 
receiving hospitals and clinicians in both the NHS 
and the private sector. 
 
The aim of this algorithm is to ensure that infection control and public health risk 
assessment is applied where appropriate to medical transfers from overseas, so that 
preventive measures may be taken to protect health care workers and the wider 

public from possible infectious disease threats. 
 

 

 

 
Request received by clinician or hospital (in either the NHS or the private sector) to 

accept a patient (both foreign and UK nationals) from overseas for treatment in the 

UK. Before accepting the patient, the following questions should be considered.  

1. Does the patient have an infectious condition? 

No 
e.g. uncomplicated trauma, 

elective surgery, chronic 

medical condition 

No further 

action required 

Yes 
(microbiologically 

confirmed infection 

affecting any system 

including skin) 

Possibly 
e.g. undiagnosed illness, 

fever of unknown origin, 

potential for skin 

colonisation with drug 

resistant organism. 

 

2. Does the patient have a confirmed diagnosis of 

malaria (or other vector borne infection with no 

ongoing transmission risk in UK) 

Yes No  

Seek advice from local infection control and 

infectious disease teams on management of 

patient to minimise risk of infection to others 

3. Does/might the patient have a condition with wider public health 

implications? 

e.g. severe acute respiratory illness, a haemorrhagic disorder, serious 

undiagnosed illness, antibiotic resistant disease 

 

No 
Yes/don’t know 

Contact local Public Health England Centre for a public health risk assessment and further advice. Please see 

website for contact details; http://www.hpa.org.uk/HPAwebHome/  

[Please note that doctors in England and Wales have a statutory duty to notify a 'Proper Officer' of any 

infection or contamination which could present a significant risk to human health] 

  
 


