
National Travel Survey 2017:

Background to the National Travel Survey

The 2017 National Travel Survey (NTS) is the latest in a series of 

National Statistics

About this 
release

the latest National Travel 

The NTS is a household 

diary.

trends.

Further 
information

national.travelsurvey@



Response Rates

Sample size

2017 sample size:

Diary sample: 

Interview sample: 

stated. 

Response rates and sample sizes

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-travel-survey-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-travel-survey-2017


Standard errors

Small samples: 

Combined years:

Recording of short walks 

on day 1 of the diary.

Short walks consultation and response:

Methodology: issues and changes

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nts-standard-error-guide
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nts-standard-error-guide


 

Attitudinal questions

Access to local services (tables NTS0801 and NTS0803)

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/national-travel-survey-walking-data
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/national-travel-survey-walking-data
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/collection-of-short-walk-data-in-the-national-travel-survey
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/collection-of-short-walk-data-in-the-national-travel-survey
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/nts08-availability-and-distance-from-key-local-services


Earlier methodological changes

1995 onwards: 

2002 onwards: 

2013 onwards: 

 

http://www.basemap.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/future-developments-for-the-nts
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/future-developments-for-the-nts


Known issues affecting NTS results in previous years

Note on 2007 and 2008 trip data:

GPS pilot (subsample): 



Technical report

found at: 7

Publications and unpublished data

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Short walks experiment (subsample):

Further information, publications and raw data

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-travel-survey-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-travel-survey-statistics


. 

Symbols and conventions in NTS data tables

Symbols: 

0 = nil

r = revision

Units: 

Rounding: 

Weeks:
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Coverage

Personal travel

Geographical coverage

Trips in course of work

Leisure travel  

as travel.

Trips, stages and distance



Stages 

Distance travelled  

Series of calls trips

Modes of travel

Main mode of travel 

Walks 

Car

Rail 

Light Rail 

Local bus

A bicycle

‘Other’ 



Trip purpose

Commuting 

Business 

Other work

Education

Shopping 

Personal business 

Social or entertainment 

Holidays or day trips

Just walk

Escort trips



Households and individuals

Work status

Household income

Household vehicles  

household cars

Access to cars  The ‘main driver’ 

‘Other drivers’

Non-drivers



Urban 

Rural 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/rural-urban-classification
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/rural-urban-classification



