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This month, hear about our new Management Plan Service Standard, submit your
Woodland Improvement applications by the 13 April and check out the training
opportunities on European Protected Species and Woodland Creation Design.

New Management Plan Service Standard launches
Our new Service Standard launches today

After a successful pilot in the South East and London Area a new Service Standard
is launched in which we will aim to review 80% of first draft management plans and
either approve or return with comments within 7 weeks.

The 7 week timeframe begins when we receive the plan and ends when the
plan is Approved in Principle (not including Felling Licence)
In peak Countryside Stewardship workload times we will be less likely to meet
the 7 weeks. 80% within 7 weeks is average over the year
This isn’t about lighter touch reviews – your plan must meet UK Forestry
Standard (UKFS)
Feedback will include reasons why plans have not met UKFS requirements –
and we expect these issues to be addressed in the next draft
We want to aim for a maximum of 2 iterations of the plan whenever possible
A pre-visit with a Woodland Officer (and on SSSI ideally also with Natural
England) can be requested to try and ensure a better quality of plan is being
submitted as a first draft

Please visit the Management Plan page of our website to find detailed guidance on
writing a management plan as well as 3 example management plans, plus our
updated Woodland Management Plan template and Inventory and Plan of
Operations.

  
We would like to approve as many plans as possible at first draft – the most common
reasons why we can’t approve are:

Incorrect plan template used
Poor quality of mapping or required suite of maps not supplied
Inventory not completed and Plan of Operations incorrect (or template
modified and corrupted)

https://mailchi.mp/forestry/forestry-commission-ealert?e=[UNIQID]
https://www.forestry.gov.uk/ukfs
https://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-9BMJWE
https://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/Inventoryandplanofoperations_V4_formula.xlsx/$FILE/Inventoryandplanofoperations_V4_formula.xlsx


Not linking aims and objectives to management activity
Not adequately surveying and describing the woodland and not taking account
of features
Failure to improve resilience of woodland structure and species composition
Not considering tree health now and in the future or consider and act on other
threats to the woodland
Lack of information about consultation with all relevant stakeholders or how
their responses have been considered
Monitoring programme inadequate or missing 

Join us at a webinar to learn more
 If you would like to hear more about our new Service Standard please register to join

our webinar on 12 April from 9.00-10.00am. You can register to join here.
  

The service standard will apply to plans received by our Admin Hubs from 3 April
2018. Area teams will also be engaging with agents and land managers to support
the rollout of the service standard and ensure plans meet the required standard.

Countryside Stewardship Woodland Improvement via
Higher Tier Deadline
Don't miss the submission deadline of 13 April

You must complete and return your application by 13 April 2018. If you requested an
application pack for Woodland Improvement please ensure you have it. The final HT
packs were issued in the last week of March so if you do not yet have your pack in
please contact CS Delivery Services to check its status:

           Telephone: 0208 026 1089
           email: enquiries@naturalengland.org.uk

Countryside Stewardship Woodland Tree Health Grant –
Updated Manual for 2018
Available now on GOV.UK

The Countryside Stewardship Woodland Tree Health Grant manual and application
forms including annex 4 have now been updated and will apply to all agreements
commencing from 1 May 2018.

                                             
 This edition of the manual makes a number of small changes and expands the grant

offer to provide support under the Woodland Tree Health Restoration grant for
infection with sweet chestnut blight. Other changes are mainly updates and
clarifications to bring the manual in line with other CS grant manuals. The grant's
terms and conditions have not changed.

https://cc.callinfo.com/r/1at0gr2ehik6z&eom
mailto:enquiries@naturalengland.org.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/694759/cs-woodland-tree-health-manual-2018.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/694773/cs-capital-grant-application-form.pdf
https://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/Changes-to-the-CS-Woodland-Tree-Health-Grant-Manual.pdf/$FILE/Changes-to-the-CS-Woodland-Tree-Health-Grant-Manual.pdf


European Protected Species Training
Book your place today

We are holding a series of European Protected Species (EPS) training events.
Aimed at updating woodland agents, contractors and owners in changes to the
legislation and good practice guidance, the training will help ensure woodland work
can continue whilst keeping within the legislation. The training will be delivered by
FC staff and species experts, and will comprise of both indoor and outdoor sessions.
Events can be booked via the Forestry Commission box office, they are £50 and
start at 9:30am. Booking is essential and places will be limited so please book here
now via the Forestry Commission box office.

Woodland Creation Design Workshops
Hosted by the Forestry Commission and ICF

This series of workshops jointly hosted by the Forestry Commission and ICF will
provide practical information and advice on how to design new woodlands that fit
within the landscape and accommodate features of interest. Each workshop will go
through the different stages of the design process based on the principles set out in
the UK Forestry Standard. Delegates will gain a clear understanding of
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) regulations for afforestation, including the
information land managers need to gather and how this can be obtained. There will
also be the opportunity to put any questions you might have to Forestry Commission
staff.   

  
In preparation for the workshops delegates will be asked to complete and return an
EIA enquiry form based on an example site. Guidance will be provided on how to
complete the activity, which should take no more than 1 hour. During the workshop
delegates will continue to work through the case study to produce a Woodland
Creation Design Plan. In addition to the workshop activity presentations will be given
on choosing an appropriate site, species selection and operational plans.  

  
Tickets are £49 for the day and include lunch and refreshments. Registration is
mandatory and booking is open to all (ICF members and non-members), please see
the ICF website to book.

Future for food, farming and the environment –
Government Consultation
Submit your response today

On 27 February the government launched a consultation on the future for food,
farming and the environment. This includes proposals that will directly and indirectly

https://boxoffice.forestry.gov.uk/en-GB/shows/european%20protected%20species%20training/events
https://boxoffice.forestry.gov.uk/en-GB/shows/european%20protected%20species%20training/events
https://boxoffice.forestry.gov.uk/en-GB/shows/european%20protected%20species%20training/events
https://www.forestry.gov.uk/ukfs
https://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/BEEH-AMDDB3
https://www.charteredforesters.org/2018/04/woodland-creation-design/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-future-for-food-farming-and-the-environment


have a significant impact on woodlands and forestry in England. Your feedback on
these proposals is vital. You can submit responses online here. The closing date is 8
May. 

  
We will make the link available on each of our eAlerts between now and May.

If you have any questions, please contact us:
  

Email: GRNationalTeam@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
  

Website: http://www.forestry.gov.uk/england-
grants

  
Forestry Commission 620 Bristol Business
Coldharbour Lane Bristol, BS16 1EJ United
Kingdom
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