
Notes on Experimental statistics: Prosecutions for non-principal offences, by principal offence
Background
The CSV file accompanying this document contains Experimental Statistics showing the non-principal offences for which defendants were prosecuted at magistrates’ courts in 2017.
Most of the information in the ‘Criminal Justice System statistics quarterly: December 2017’ publication is reported on a ‘principal offence basis’. This means that where proceedings involve more than one offence, the principal offence is reported. For the first time, the CSV file accompanying this document will enable users to examine the offences for which defendants were prosecuted alongside their principal offence. See ‘principal offences’ below for information on how the principal offence is selected.
The accompanying CSV file presents numbers of defendants prosecuted for non-principal offences, alongside the principal offence for which the defendant was prosecuted. Data are presented at the offence level. Data are derived from magistrates’ courts’ case management system (LIBRA). The data include offences where there has been no police involvement, such as those prosecutions instigated by government departments, private organisations and individuals. As the CSV file contains prosecutions data only, all data presented are from magistrates’ courts, not the Crown Court.
Data quality and interpretation
These are experimental statistics – we would particularly welcome feedback from users on their value and presentation. 
The data feeding into the 2017 Criminal Justice Statistics release have been subject to rigorous quality assurance processes.  Every effort is made to ensure that the figures presented are accurate and complete. However, it is important to note that these data have been extracted from large administrative data systems generated by the courts and police forces. This is particularly important for non-principal offences, which have not been subject to the same level of validation as the principal offence datasets. Consequently, care should be taken to ensure data collection processes and their inevitable limitations, such as risks of inconsistent offence coding or erroneous data entry, are taken into account when those data are used. 
How to use
The meanings of the columns in the table are as follows:
· Principal offence – the principal offence, shown at the offence level
· Non-principal offence – the non-principal offence, shown at the offence level
· Count of non-principal offences – the number of non-principal offences for which defendants were prosecuted for the specified principal and non-principal offences. 
For example, the below extract from the 2017 ‘Experimental statistics: Prosecutions for non-principal offences, by principal offence’ dataset (Table 1) should be interpreted as follows: where defendants were prosecuted with ‘1 Murder’ as their principal offence, there were an additional 42 non-principal offences of ‘Possession of other weapons - triable either way’.
Table 1: Extract from the ‘Experimental statistics - Prosecutions for non-principal offences, by principal offence’ dataset
	Principal offence
	Non-principal offence
	Count of non-principal offences

	1 Murder
	10C.2 Possession of other weapons - triable either way
	42


· To find which non-principal offences are prosecuted alongside a particular principal offence, filter to the offence of interest in the “principal offence” column. For example, to find which non-principal offences are prosecuted where murder is the principal offence, filter to principal offence = ‘1 Murder’.
· To find which principal offences an offence is prosecuted alongside as a non-principal offence, filter to the offence of interest in the “non-principal offence” column.
· The “count of non-principal offences” column sums to the total number of non-principal offences for which defendants were prosecuted. This total excludes principal offences so will not match figures on an all offence basis. Please see ‘Proceedings and outcomes by HO code’ for data on a principal offence basis; or ‘Experimental statistics - all offence prosecutions and convictions by Home Office offence code’ for data on an all offence basis.
· The “count of non-principal offences” is on an offence, not a defendant, basis. These are not equivalent because a defendant may have several non-principal offences, including being prosecuted for multiple counts of the same offence. 
Principal offences
The principal offence is defined for the purposes of statistical publications and is not set by courts.  The magistrates’ courts and the Crown Court data systems are not linked, which affects how the principal offence is selected. A principal offence will be set in the magistrates’ courts and the Crown Court data separately.
The basis for the selection of the principal offence is as follows:
· where a defendant is found guilty of one offence and acquitted of another, or not tried for the other offence(s) at that court, the offence selected is the one for which they are found guilty at that court;
· where a defendant is found guilty of two or more offences at that court, the offence selected is the one for which the most severe sentence or other disposal is imposed; and
· where the same disposal is imposed for two or more offences, the offence selected is the one for which the statutory maximum penalty is the most severe.
Principal offences in magistrates’ court data
Where a defendant is sent from the magistrates’ courts to the Crown Court for trial or sentence, it is not possible to determine the final outcome from the prosecutions data, which are solely based on data from the magistrates’ courts. When setting the principal offence in magistrates’ courts data:
· if an offender is convicted for more than one offence at a magistrates’ court, any offences for which the offender is also sentenced at the magistrates’ court generally take precedence over offences for which the offender is committed to the Crown Court for sentencing; and
· if an offender is convicted of any offence(s) at a magistrates’ court, these generally take precedence over offences for which they are committed to the Crown Court for trial
· if a defendant is committed to the Crown Court for either trial or sentence for all offences for which they were prosecuted, the principal offence will be the one for which the statutory maximum penalty is the most severe.
There are therefore some cases where the principal offence for which a defendant is prosecuted at magistrates’ courts is a less serious offence than their non-principal offence(s). This may be because:
· the sentencing outcome is more severe for the less serious offence (for example if the defendant was found not guilty of the more serious offence); or
· the defendant was convicted and sentenced at the magistrates’ court for the principal offence and committed for trial at the Crown Court for the non-principal offence(s).
For example where a defendant is prosecuted for two murder offences, one will be counted as the principal offence and one as a non-principal offence. 
Other notes
· Data on prosecutions are drawn solely from the magistrates’ court records.
· For some offences, cases may bypass the magistrates’ courts and go straight to the Crown Court, so these records will not appear in the prosecutions data.
· For a small number of cases, there are defendants with one or more non-principal offence(s) but no principal offence – this is recorded in the table as ‘principal offence unavailable’ in the “principal offence” column. The absence of a principal offence is likely to be because the principal offence contained an error and was therefore removed in the data validation process. 
· There can be multiple non-principal offences for the same defendant. For example, if a defendant is prosecuted for four offences where the principal offence is theft and the three non-principal offences are all handling stolen goods, all three non-principal offences will be counted against the principal offence.
· If a defendant was prosecuted for one offence only, data for that defendant will not appear within this file because data only include non-principal offences. 
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Further information on data sources and definitions can be found in the guidance document produced alongside the main report - Guide to Criminal Justice Statistics at: www.gov.uk/government/statistics/criminal-justice-statistics-quarterly-december-2017 where the main bulletin and accompanying tables and tools are also available.

